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   St George’s Diary Dates for July                                                     

 

Wed 1st 12.30pm 

7.00pm  

WOW Midweek Service 

Conversations About 

Sat 4th 10.00am 

2.15pm 

Coffee Morning for Ukrainian Friends 

Strawberry Tea Event. Choral Concert at 

3.00pm 

Sun 5th 10.30am Morning Worship with Communion 

Wed 8th 12.30pm 

6.30pm 

 WOW Midweek Service 

CT Prayer Meeting 

Sat 11th 7.30pm Country Dance Club 

Sun 12th 10.30am Morning Worship 

Wed 15th 12.30pm 

7.00pm 

WOW Midweek Service  

Conversations About 

Sun 19th   10.30am Morning Worship 

Wed 22nd 12.30pm 

6.30pm 

WOW Midweek Service 

CT Prayer Meeting 

Sun 26th 10.30am 

6.30pm 

Morning Worship with Orchestra 

Evening Service 

Wed 29th 12.30pm 

7.00pm 

WOW Midweek Service 

Conversations About 

   

Worship on Wednesdays – doors open at noon for coffee 

 

 Stewards Duties for July 

Sun 5th Christine Hawkins & Christine Oakes 

Sun 12th Ron & Shirley Forster 

Sun 19th Ken & Sally Davidson 

Sun 26th Gordon Slack & Karen Howe 

Flower Rota for July 

Sun 5th  Auld Family 

Sun 12th Dorothy Luke 

Sun 19th  Teresa B-House 

Sun 26th Margaret Miller 

Rep Mary Kelly   829656 

  

http://www.stgeorgesurcmorpeth.org/


WHAT’S ON AT ST GEORGE’S 
SUNDAY FAMILY WORSHIP & JUNIOR CHURCH   10.30 am 

 

 MON  Age UK Exercise:  9.00-12.00 noon                                    
Ronka Gbadebo 

 
07952381160 

 Age UK Exercise:  3.00 – 4.00pm As above  

TUES Morning Badminton    10.00am – 12 noon                 
                                                Allen Oakes allen@oakesa.co.uk 

 Rainbows, 5.00pm                      Liz Kelly                                    783434              
Mobile 07714481089       liz.kelly@jcpce.com                                                                  

 Brownies:   6.00pm     Susan Fairgrieve.         s. fairgrieve21@gmail 

 Guides and Rangers:  from 7.00pm                      Liz Kelly 
Mobile 07714481089 783434                              liz.kelly@jcpce.com 

 Cobweb Orchestra 7.30 – 9.30pm   At St Georges 
Contact: Christine Oakes 518608 or Penny Oxley 514612 

 

WED Morning Badminton:  9.30am                                                  
Sarah Cleverley         

 
515257 

 Knitter, Natter Group 2.00 – 4.00pm                                                           
Joan Cooper 

 
515682 

 Afternoon Bowls 2.00pm Andrew Cleverley 515257 

 Zumba:  6.00pm High Intensity with Lisa O                               
on 07507 179 692 or  zumbawithlisao@hotmail.com 

 

THURS Morning Badminton: 10.00-12.00     Allen Oakes 
allen@oakesa.co.uk 

 

 Zumba: 5.45pm. Low Intensity with Lisa O on                               
07507 179 692 or email zumbawithlisao@hotmail.com 

 

SAT Table Tennis:   10.00 – 12.00    Christine Richardson 
Country Dance Club: (Varies from month to month) 
 Contact:   Shirley Forster    

513913 

SUN Orchestra: Norm. 4th Sunday                 
 (not August)                                           Christine Oakes  
                    

 
518608 

    
 

Coffee Mornings with our Ukrainian friends take place on the first Saturday 
of each month so that they can meet with us and also catch up with each 

other and iron out any small problems. 
 

 

 

 
 

A Message from our Minister, Revd Julian Sanders 

 

Dear friends,  

Pucker up, everybody! Did you know that 6 July is International Kissing Day. 

Can you believe it, a day to celebrate that most intimate of exchanges between 

two people. There might be a number of things you might do on this day to 

celebrate the kiss – you could even go for a record breaking attempt. The 

record for the longest kiss is 58 hours, 35 mins and 58 secs – let me know how 

you get on! But, of course, it is not a license to go around planting a ‘smacker’ 

on just anyone you meet. 

                                                                                                                               

As we look through the bible, kissing is far from a frivolous act of showing 

affection. The occasions of kisses being recorded are deeply significant. 

 

In Genesis, we read that as Jacob is deceiving his father, and cheating his 

brother out of his inheritance, the blessing is confirmed as Isaac says “Son, 

come over here and kiss me.” Later on, the two brothers make it up, and as a 

sign of reconciliation Esau runs towards Jacob, “hugged him and kissed him”.  

Later still in Genesis, Joseph falls out with his brothers, but as a sign of 

forgiveness “Joseph was still crying as he kissed each of this brothers.” 

 

Samuel anoints Saul as King of Israel, and blesses him by pouring oil on his 

head and kissing him. A woman anoints Jesus too at Simon the Pharisees 

house, when in an act of devotion she pours perfume on his feet and kisses 

them. And perhaps most famous of all, the kiss becomes a sign of the 

ultimate betrayal as Judas plants a kiss on Jesus in the Garden of 

Gethsemane. 

A kiss can mean many different things, and can be a deeply significant 

exchange between two people. In ancient folklore, it was taught that the 

human soul comes from God and that the last thing that God does before 

putting a soul into the body is to kiss the soul. The soul then goes through 

life always dimly remembering that kiss, a kiss of perfect love, and the soul 

measures all of life’s loves and kisses against that primordial perfect kiss. 

Our lips might not get much of a workout on this July 6th, but perhaps on 

this day we can imagine that original perfect kiss that God gives to us. And 

perhaps we can celebrate then all the kisses we have shared, the love they 

signify, and the eternal search of our souls to be reunited with God. 

                                             With love (and kisses), Julian 

 

mailto:zumbawithlisao@hotmail.com
mailto:zumbawithlisao@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Sudoku                 Solution on page 15 

 

Hymns for professionals 
 

Dentist: Crown Him with many 

crowns.  

 

Contractor: The church’s one 

foundation 

 

Obstetrician: Come, labour on. 

 

Golfer: There is a green hill                  

far away. 

 

Politician: Standing on the 

promises. 

 

Librarian: Let all mortal                              

flesh keep silence. 

 

Barrister: In the hour of trial. 

 

Dry Cleaner:  O for a faith                        

that will not shrink. 

 

Census taker: All people that                      

on earth do dwell. 

 

Tax officer: We give thee but thine 

own. 

 

Traffic patrol: Where cross the 

crowded ways of life. 

Credit card user: A charge 

to keep have I. 

 

 

 



Crossword  

Across: 1 Proverbs describes her as being 

‘of noble character’ (Proverbs 31:10) (4)                             

3 ‘Shall we go up again — — against the 

Benjamites, our brothers?’ (Judges 20:23) 

(2,6)  8 A descendant of Shem (Genesis 

10:28) (4)  9 ‘Anyone who does not carry 

his cross and follow me cannot be my — ’ 

(Luke 14:27) (8)  11 esentment(Ephesians 

4:31)(10)  14 In Cain(anag.)(6)                                                    

15 ‘Such knowledge is too wonderful for 

me, too lofty for me to—’ (Psalm 139:6) 

(6)  17 Intense (1 Thessalonians 4:5)(10)  20 Third Order of the Roman 

Catholic Church(8)  21 ‘At midnight the cry rang out, “Here’s the 

bridegroom!Come out to — him”’ (Matthew 25:6) (4)  22 ‘My grace is 

sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in — ’ (2 Corinthians 12:9) 

(8)  23 ‘As the — pants for streams of water,so my soul pants for you, O God’ 

(Psalm 42:1) (4).                                                                                                  

Down: 1 Nickname of popular First World War chaplain, the Revd G.A. 

Studdert Kennedy, — Willie (8)  2 Occasion of religious joy (Lamentations 

2:22) (5,3)  4 ‘We three kings of — are’ (6)  5 Allegation or charge (Jude 9) 

(10)  6 Kind (1 Chronicles 12:33) (4)  7 ‘Open your — and look at the fields!’ 

(John 4:35) (4)  10 Also known as the Feast of Lights (John10:22)(10)                         

12 Area that saw the healing of two demon - possessed men and a herd of 

pigs stampeding to their deaths (Matthew 8:28) (8)  13 

Forebear(James2:21)(8)  16 Name given to the first two books of the 

Apocrypha(6)                                    18 Esau sold his birthright for this 

(Genesis25:34)(4)  19 Rear(anag.)(4)                                     

 Solution on page 15 

Never too old for cricket...                                                                                      

 “Well, well,” said the old gentleman to some boys who were playing 

cricket. “I wish I could join your game, but I’m too old.”                                                

“You CAN join in,” said one young player. “Our ball has just gone through 

that window. You can go and ask for it back.” Lists 

I love to make a list. When I get to the shops and find that I have left it 

behind on the kitchen counter, I like to try and guess what I put onto it. 

 

 

  

  



  

 

St. George's Knitter Natter Group 

 

Our last meeting of the Summer will 

be on 15th July, we will return for 

the Autumn meetings on 

Wednesday 9th September. 

   

Joan Cooper Coordinator.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

If you liked singing along 

 to Morpeth All Stars and Village 

Voices why not  join in! 

Village Voices meets at the Golf 

Club on Tuesdays. All welcome. 

Just turn up and have a go. The 

only requirement is enthusiasm. 

More info search for their page on 

Facebook.' 

 

 

Adopted 

The teacher’s young pupils were discussing a picture of a family. One little 

boy in the picture had a different hair colour than the other members. One 

of the children suggested that he was adopted. A little girl said, “I know all 

about adoption; I was adopted.” 

“What does it mean to be adopted?” asked another child. 

“It means”, said the girl, “that you grew in your mommy’s heart instead of 

her tummy.” 

 
 

 

 

Cynthia Lilburn was 95 in June!                          

Christine and I visited her and she was in 

excellent spirits.                                                   

Surrounded by many lovely cards and flowers 

she enjoyed her birthday cake (she had blown 

out the candles).  

                                              Vivien  
  

  

 

Wordsearch  
 

It was 250 years ago, on 4th July 

1776, that the US Declaration of 

Independence was adopted by the 

Second Continental Congress. The 

original signed parchment still 

exists, behind bullet-proof glass at 

the National Archives in 

Washington.  

An original draft of the Declaration 

was made by Thomas Jefferson, 

and was amended by Benjamin 

Franklin and John Adams. It runs 

for only 1,320 words. The 

Declaration included the phrase: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, 

that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit 

of Happiness.” 
 

July  Fourth  Declaration  Independence  Second  Continental Congress 

Washington Draft  Thomas  Jefferson  Benjamin  Franklin  John  Adams 

Truths  Created Equal  Creator  Inalienable  Rights  Life  Liberty  Pursuit 

Happiness      

 

 



 

 

Diary Dates for August 

 

August Sat 1st 10.00am Coffee Morning for Ukrainian Friends 

Sun 2nd 10.30am Morning Worship Joint with MMC with 

Communion at St Georges. 

Wed 5th 12.30pm 

6.30pm 

WOW Midweek Service                                                

CT Prayer Meeting 

Sun 9th 10.00am Morning Worship Joint with MMC at MMC 

Wed 12th 12.30pm  

7.00pm 

WOW Midweek Service                                      

Conversations About 

Sat 15th  11.00am Summer Fete until 3.00pm 

Sun 16th 10.30am Morning Worship joint with MMC                                        

at St Georges. 

Mon 24th-Friday 28th Holiday Club Event  (Details to follow) 

Wed 19th 12.30pm        

6.30pm 

WOW Midweek Service                                                 

CT Prayer Meeting 

Sun 23rd 10.00am Morning Worship, Joint with MMC at MMC 

Wed 26th 12.30pm     

7.00pm 

WOW Midweek Service                         

Conversations About 

Sun 30th  10.30am Morning Worship Joint with MCC at                         

St Georges                                                                         

No Evening Service this month 

 

 

Stewards Duties for August 

Sun 2nd              Susan Sanderson & Christine Hawkins 

Sun 9th Morpeth Methodist Church 

Sun 16th Gillian Irvine & Madeline Cleverley 

Sun 23rd Morpeth Methodist Church 

Sun 30th Madeline & Sarah Cleverley 

 

 

 

 

 

 Flower Rota for August 

Sun 2nd Mary Kelly 

Sun 9th MMC 

Sun 16th Joan Cooper 

Sun 23rd MMC 

 Sun 30th  

 Rep See notice board for updates 

 

 

 

 

When I was tiny, which a very long time ago, I heard a story which has recently 

been dragged from the depths of my memory.  It was about Mother Nature 

calling all the birds together so that she could show them how to build a nest. 

The cuckoo couldn't be bothered and flew away, and never did learn how to 

build a home for her family.  The other birds watched for a while and then 

thought "If I build mine in the grass, or in a bush, or on a cliff, or in the 

branch of a tree, or in another bird's nest, I won't 

have to bother with all this" and flew away. 

The number of birds who stayed to listen to the end 

dwindled.  The only bird who stayed to the very end 

was the wren, and she still builds the perfect nest. 
 

Many years later I was sitting in my garden very 

close to a raised box of flowers.  I heard a rustle 

coming from the box and wondered what it was.                  

I carefully lifted a leaf and looked beneath and saw three baby wrens with 

their yellow beaks wide open.  I lowered the leaf and watched.  Sure enough, 

the tiny mother wren came back with food in her beak.  She fed her young 

and then went off to gather more.   

Eventually the baby birds grew big enough to fly away to create their own 

homes for their own families. 

There is always a lesson to be learned from the world around us. 

 

Submitted by Janet Brown 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Solutions 

Flight path 

Windsor Castle, outside of 

London, is directly in the flight 

path of Heathrow International 

Airport. While a group of 

American tourists was standing 

outside the castle admiring the 

elegant structure, a plane flew 

overhead at a relatively low 

altitude, making a tremendous 

noise. One particularly annoyed 

tourist demanded: “Why did they 

build the castle so close to the 

airport?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Bavington United Reformed Church 

 
Here is the news from Great Bavington 

 

July 

Services 

Sunday 5 July, Communion at 6.30pm, led by Rev Julian Sanders 

Sunday 19 July, service at 6.30pm, led by Rev Julian Sanders (church 

meeting before the service, at 5.30pm) 

 

History Night 

Tuesday 28 July, 7.00pm 

An informal evening of local history discussion. Do bring along any 

local history material of interest. 

 

The church is open 

The church is open during the daytime for visitors and walkers. Many 

people call in to the church, either walking St Oswald's Way or 

walking elsewhere nearby. Comments in the visitors' book are 

testament to how much people appreciate stopping for a break at 

the church, and how important it is on this stretch of St Oswald's Way 

where there are few other facilities. 

 

Keep in touch 

Please see www.facebook.com/GreatBavingtonURC for updates on 

services, events, etc, or email bavingtonchurch@gmail.com, or phone 

01830 540350. 

 

Nicola Bell 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/GreatBavingtonURC
mailto:bavingtonchurch@gmail.com


 

 

 

WIDDRINGTON UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 
 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

If you would like to add any topics to next month's prayers, please let me 

know. During July and August, please pray for:                                                                 

All war zones - especially those which have dropped out of the forefront of 

the news, but still continue                                                                                       

Peace negotiations, and that any peace agreements will hold.                            

Refugees                                                                                                                    

Those suffering religious or ethnic persecution, particularly our Christian 

brothers and sisters                                                                                                 

Victims of genocide                                                                                                   

Victims of natural disasters                                                                                      

The work of relief agencies                                                                                        

Health workers and workers in essential industries and services                                  

The sick, both with physical and mental problems, and the recently bereaved                       

Those in financial difficulties, and fuel poverty                                                                

The homeless                                                                                          

Students awaiting results                                                                                      

The harvest 

"Prayer, the Church's banquet, Angels age,                                                              

God's breath in man, returning to his birth,                                                                     

The soul in paradise, heart in pilgrimage,                                                                        

The Christian plummet, sounding heav'n and earth" (George Herbert) 

Seven days without prayer makes one weak 

WIDDRINGTON CHURCH NEWS 

I’d like to invite everybody to contribute information that they think might 

be of interest. Just give me the details in writing either on a piece of paper 

or by email to elliemist@gmail.com and I’ll do the rest. (I’d still welcome 

articles though). The Copy Date for each magazine is the second last 

Sunday of the month before the next issue. If you miss the deadline your 

contribution may have to be held over to the next issue. 

 

 

Flowers: Flowers for July and August by Kathleen, and for September by 

Fiona. Donations, either of cash or flowers/greenery always welcome.  

Easy Fund Raising (Easy?) Do you shop online? Have you joined Easy Fund 

Raising yet? The chances are that your vendor will be part of Easy Fund 

Raising. Amazon and John Lewis are, for instance. This means that if you 

register for Easy Fund Raising at easyfundraising.org.uk and select 

Widdrington United Reformed Church as your Good Cause 1 or 2 % of the 

purchase price of your item will come to us at no extra cost to yourself. This 

can range from a penny for a Kindle 99p short to several pounds for a major 

purchase. Please talk to Fiona about it soon (though you can easily register 

with no help from me, as all our members have discovered). We have raised 

over £800. We get a payout each quarter provided at least £15.00 has been 

raised. Latest payment in May was £56.70. Thank you for spending! 

Fund raising: The Spring Bank Holiday Coffee Morning raised just over 

£200. The pop-up Coffee Morning on June 20th raised £64.10, and we had a 

very pleasant morning with four 'passing strangers ' joining us. Thank you 

for your generosity.  

Do you have an idea for fund raising? Whether a social event, or something 

else, please speak to the Elders about it. 

Worship:                                                                                                                  

Preachers for July and August along with duty rotas are in the table 

below.You are invited to join us for coffee/tea and biscuits (sometimes cake!) 

after the service.                                                                                                                              

Social:                                                                                                                                   

We are holding pop-up Coffee Mornings in Church (and possibly outside of 

it's fine but not too hot!) on Saturday July 18th and August 15th, 10.00am to 

12noon. 

Arrangements for our Seaside Supper in August will be finalised soon. 

Details will be in the Sunday notices. 

Remember, if you have a good idea for a social event which you think 

people would enjoy, please talk to the Elders (or organise it yourself) 

 

mailto:elliemist@gmail.com


Regular events: 

1st Wednesday: Coffee Club meets on the 1st Wednesday in the month at 

various coffee shops in the area, or in the Sunday School Room at 10.30am. 

In July we will be going to Circa in Amble, and in August to Cook's Hemmel, 

Causey Park, by kind invitation of Diana and Stephen Hogg. 

(Do you know a good local coffee shop which could cope with a sudden 

Influx of 12+ people and has easy access for our less mobile members? 

Please tell Ena Whinham about it.) 

Prayer Group: 1st Friday at 10.30am. We gather at Cook's Hemmel, 

Causey Park. You are welcome to join us, or tell us any of your concerns for 

prayer. (If you are interested in joining us, please speak to one of the Elders, 

as we occasionally alter the date without notice.  

Open Church: Open Church will continue, on Wednesday mornings from 

10.30am. Please join us for fellowship and refreshments, and the 

opportunity for quiet reflection in the church. Enquiries to the above email 

address. Any cancellation will be communicated to the WhatsApp group. 

Please note that there will be NO Open Church on the 1st Wednesday of the 

month. Apologies to anyone affected. 

Facebook: If you are on Facebook, have you checked out our Facebook 

page yet? Search for Widdrington United Reformed Church. Please like us 

and tell me if you think I’ve missed anything that should be on. The page 

now has 186 likes, with another 8 people 'following '! Any information we 

have about service arrangements and social events will be published there. 

Please note: Sean, our sheep, has his own Facebook page! Search for ‘Sean'. 

Sean now has 24 (+2 following!) page 'likes' but he wants some more, so 

please tell your friends about him!                                                                                 

The website is at: www.widdringtonurc.org                                                                            

I'd appreciate some help to improve it, as it's very wordy at the moment, 

partly because I'm happiest with words. I'm still looking for volunteers to be 

additional site editors. Someone with hardware that can post pictures would 

be good. 

WhatsApp: A WhatsApp group has been set up. To join please give one of 

the Elders your mobile number, and accept your invitation. Please note: as I 

have now joined the group, information from me will increasingly appear 

there! 

 

Churches Together in Widdrington and Ulgham 

The community choir continues to meet in church, on alternate Thursdays at 

6.30. Please note that we have adopted the name One Achord. 

                                                                                            FEM 

June Rota 

Sunday Preacher Vestry Door/Offering 

5th July 

 

Revd Karen 

Smith 

at Widdrington 

Methodist church 

Community Centre 

10.30am 

12th July Rev'd Julian 

Sanders 

Diana Hogg Fiona Middlemist 

Ruth Gordon 

19th July Worship Team Kathleen Bailey Diana Hogg 

Diane Cooke 

26th July  Rev'd Julian 

Sanders 

Fiona Middlemist Audrey Grieves 

Susan Hampton 

2nd 

August 

Lucy Cooke Diana Hogg Kathleen Bailey 

Elizabeth Barber 

9th 

August 

Carol Dixon Kathleen Bailey Fiona Middlemist 

Ruth Gordon 

16th 

August 

Sue 

Rutherford 

Fiona Middlemist Diana Hogg  

Diane Cooke 

23rd 

August 

Rev'd Julian 

Sanders 

Diana Hogg Audrey Grieves 

Susan Hampton 

30th 

August 

Worship Team Kathleen Bailey Fiona Middlemist 

Ruth Gordon 

 

 

http://www.widdringtonurc.org/


 

 


