Ruminations
Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! The great Easter season begins with a
shout of joy. Before the Easter season ends on Pentecost (20 May – yes, Easter
is not just one day but a whole season), we will hear of the locked rooms where
the risen Jesus appeared to those he loved and we will call to mind his last
words around the table as food for our journey.
The resurrection is like a firework, releasing light into the darkest of skies. One
minute the disciples were full of despair, the next they were staring startled at
their beloved teacher. For a precious moment, the light of the resurrection
enabled them to see and understand that everything had changed. Though Jesus
would no longer walk beside them day to day, his power would live on. Come
Pentecost it would fall all over their own frail flesh. Then the renewed body of
Christ would get to places Jesus himself never got to: Europe, Asia, Africa.
You see, it was not just Jesus who was resurrected. Humanity itself was
invited to rise in the power of his resurrection and to share the good news of
love that overcomes hatred and new life that comes out of death.
We are risen! We are risen indeed! It’s a daunting thought that disrupts our day
to day life. What does it mean for us to live resurrection lives? What does that
look like? I believe it is a call to live our full humanity within the love of God –
to enter the depth of grief in times of loss and to rise in due time to a new life; to
accompany each other through the hard times and the good times; to speak a
word of peace and to love justice; to forgive (for we are forgiven) and to share
(for we have so much); to rise and to fall and to rise again. Resurrected life is
life that is alive and awake and tuned to the melody of God’s love for all that
God has made. Resurrected life knows the costliness and the worth of love.
Resurrected life is wise life; it knows that life is full of little deaths and
resurrections. Though the winter may be long, spring will come. Death never
has the final word.
My prayer for us this Easter season is that we will notice the surprising places
that the resurrection turns up: the seedlings of love and forgiveness that grow
from dark soil, the locked rooms in our hearts that begin to melt when it is time
to move on, the little graces that make the day an occasion for gratitude.
Happy Easter to us all. Happy Easter to the world. Christ is risen! Christ is
risen indeed!
Carla A. Grosch-Miller Church Member
April 2018
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1st EASTER SUNDAY- the most joyful day of the year
Easter is the most joyful day of the year for Christians. Christ has died for our
sins. We are forgiven. Christ has risen! We are redeemed! We can look forward
to an eternity in His joy! Hallelujah!
The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so simple that you can explain it to
someone in a few minutes. It is so profound that for the rest of their lives they
will still be 'growing' in their Christian walk with God.
Why does the date move around so much? Because the date of Passover moves
around, and according to the biblical account, Easter is tied to the Passover.
Passover celebrates the Israelites' exodus from Egypt and it lasts for seven days,
from the middle of the Hebrew month of Nisan, which equates to late March or
early April.
Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew lunar calendar to come
up with firm dates for Good Friday: Friday 7 April 30 AD or Friday 3 April, 33 AD,
with Easter Day falling two days later. Modern scholars continue to think these
the most likely.
Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the first Sunday after the first full
moon after the Spring Equinox, which is broadly true. But the precise
calculations are complicated and involve something called an 'ecclesiastical full
moon', which is not the same as the moon in the sky. The earliest possible date
for Easter in the West is 22 March, which last fell in 1818. The latest is 25 April,
which last happened in 1943.
Why the name, 'Easter'? In almost every European language, the festival's name
comes from 'Pesach', the Hebrew word for Passover. The Germanic word
'Easter', however, seems to come from Eostre, a Saxon fertility goddess
mentioned by the Venerable Bede. He thought that the Saxons worshipped her
in 'Eostur month', but may have confused her with the classical dawn goddesses
like Eos and Aurora, whose names mean 'shining in the east'. So, Easter might
have meant simply 'beginning month' - a good time for starting up again after a
long winter.
Finally, why Easter eggs? On one hand, they are an ancient symbol of birth in
most European cultures. On the other hand, hens start laying regularly again
each Spring. Since eggs were forbidden during Lent, it's easy to see how
decorating and eating them became a practical way to celebrate Easter.
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Morpeth and Mitford Churches Together
Asylum Seekers Support Group
April 2018
The garage at Wellway Court is empty for the first time in several
months. The Justice and Peace Centre which we help by sending food
for the destitute and asylum seekers is urgently in need of more supplies.
These clients are not allowed to obtain food from other food banks.
Assistance to Syrian settlers and others who have been sent to
Northumberland is being organised by the Red Cross and County of
Sanctuary Group. We are still supporting WERS in Newcastle where
there are far greater needs at present. Please do remember this if you
hear of persons downsizing and have extra bedding or small goods – not
electrical.
Arrangements are in hand for Maura Illingworth and myself to stand
down from the monthly reporting but plans are in hand for replacements.
Joy Wight 515990

Flower Arranging Classes
Tuesday and Friday afternoons 2pm to 4pm
All skill levels are welcome
Next session begins on Tuesday 3rd April and runs for six weeks
£5 per session payable at the beginning of course
Additional information can be given from Marion Hinchley
Tel. 01670 791488 or Email: marionhinchley@yahoo.co.uk
Classes held at St George’s Church, Morpeth
April 2018
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The Living the Questions discussion group continues in the St George’s
Drysdale Room but moves to a new time:
Sunday evenings from 7-8:30pm. The second term starts 8 April and
continues through 20 May. Our topics are:
Sunday 8 April
Sunday 15 April
Sunday 22 April
Sunday 29 April
Sunday 6 May
Sunday 13 May
Sunday 20 May

Restoring Relationships
The Prophetic Jesus
Evil, Suffering and a God of Love
The Myth of Redemptive Violence
Practising Resurrection
Debunking the Rapture
Honouring Creation

All are welcome. You need not have attended other sessions.
To get the pre-reading, email Carla at cagroschmiller@yahoo.co.uk or call
07427 838 370.

St George’s Ladies Coffee Club
Will meet on Tuesday 17th April for their
Annual General Meeting
and Tuesday 22nd May for their
Summer Lunch, venue to be decided
All new members will be made most welcome.

Domino Drive 24th February 2018
A big thank you to everyone who helped with and supported the Ladies Coffee
Club Domino Drive on 24th February. £938 was raised. A special thank you to Joan
for the pie making and the kitchen team for the preparation of the meal and who
kept the kitchen running smoothly. Thanks to everyone who provided desserts,
gave raffle prizes, helped set up for the evening and helped clear up afterwards. A
big thank you to Helen and Angela for running the raffle and of course an
enormous thank you to our caller Jared who “called” for the evening and ensured
the smooth running of the games.
Sarah Cleverley, Treasurer St Georges Ladies Coffee Club
April 2018
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Knitter, Natter, Crafts & Chatter Coffee Group
The group meets on Wednesday mornings from 10am-12noon in the Drysdale
room (entry by the front door). We aim to enjoy each others company whilst
drinking tea/coffee, sharing projects for church or charity, or doing our own
projects. Anyone is welcome to drop in just for a cup of coffee.
Contact: Joan Cooper, Tel: 515682

Tea Time Talks
This months Teas Time Talk will be on Thursday 26th April at 2.30pm

Stephen Rickitt and his talk is entitled

"Legal Oddities"
The talk will be followed, as usual, by a cream tea with homemade scones and
jams. Entry is by donation of between £2 - £3 per person. You can pay at the
door, but it is very helpful for the caterers if they have a rough idea of numbers,
so if you do intend coming, please let Jared Johnson know in advance by
contacting him either by phone (01670 514610)
or by email jared-marg@hotmail.com

Tax collector: the person who has what it takes to take what you have.
'The trouble with quotes on the
Internet is that you can never know
if they are genuine.' - St Paul.
What do you do if you see a
spaceman?
You park your car in it, man.
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LUNCHTIME CONCERTS - Winter/Spring Series 2018
Our Winter/Spring Series continues on Wednesday April 11th with a concert
presented by young Ashington oboist David Hedley and William Harrison (Piano)
from Durham University Music Department. David played for us two years ago
and gave a brilliant performance so we look forward to being highly entertained
again.
As usual this concert will run from 12.30 to 1.30 pm and tickets will cost £3 at
the door. Doors open at Noon.
To follow on Wednesday 16th May we have a return visit by The Da Vinci String
Quartet from Royal Northern Sinfonia.
Musical Soirée
The poster opposite gives details of what promises to be a great evening of
music on Saturday 21st April at 7.00 pm. Tickets are already going very quickly. If
you would like to attend please contact Gillian or Ken
01670 515870 who have tickets available.
ADVANCE NOTICE
Don’t forget that our Plant Sale will be held on Saturday 26th May. In recent
years this Plant Sale has been one of our most successful fund-raising events.
The Treasurer has outlined our Church Funds continuing decline in reserves and
so fund-raising becomes more and more necessary.
The Managers
Buy or Borrow Book & Jigsaw Library
Thanks to all who bring books and jigsaws which has enabled us to refresh the
shelves and update the library. Please keep them coming as the Library is ever in
need of up-to-date books. More importantly keep borrowing or buying !!!
Family Photos
Family photos are always needed. You can always E-mail them to Ken at
kdirvine@sky.com who will print out copies to go on the Family Notice Board.
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MUSICAL SOIRÈE
With Light Fare
An Evening of Operatic Music and Song for All
from Carmen to West Side Story
& Vaughan Williams to Eric Boswell

At St. George’s United Reformed Church
Sat. April 21st at 7.00pm
Featuring
ALEX BANFIELD Tenor
Opera North

WALLIS GIUNTA Mezzo Soprano
Leipzig Opera & Opera North
&

SARAH FOUBERT Soprano
Opera Loki & Barefoot Opera
With

EWAN GILFORD Piano
Tickets £10 from Gillian Irvine 01670 515870
Or Morpeth Chantry Tourist information Centre
April 2018
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Crossword for April
Across: 1 ‘The baby in my
— leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44)
(4); 3 A ‘don’t know’ in
matters of faith (8); 9 In the
distant past (Jeremiah 2:20)
(4,3); 10 Armada (1 Kings
10:22) (5); 11 Where Moses
was confronted with the
burning bush (Exodus 3:1) (5)
12 Hair colour indicative of
skin infection (Leviticus
13:30) (6); 14 ‘The worries of
this life and the — of wealth
choke it, making it unfruitful’
(Matthew 13:22) (13);
17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6); 19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he
washed his disciples’ feet (John 13:4) (5); 22 The sixth plague to afflict the
Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5); 23 For nine (anag.) (7); 24 Where there is no time
(Psalm 93:2) (8); 25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley of
Elah: ‘This day I — the ranks of Israel!’ (1 Samuel 17:10) (4).
Down: 1 ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I — — my face from
them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4); 2 Usual description of prophets such as Amos,
Hosea, Micah, and so on (5); 4 ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the —
— — , who is the image of God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6);
5 An animal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5); 6 Popular 20th-century
religious novel by Lloyd C. Douglas, which became a 1953 film starring Richard
Burton (3,4); 7 ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4);
8 One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who married a foreign woman (Ezra
10:28) (6); 13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8); 15 ‘And O what transport of
delight from thy pure — floweth’ (7); 16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3); 18 ‘So — the —
sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3); 20 Comes between ‘bad’
and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5); 21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate
us from the love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (4). Solution on page 17
Phonecall… In the days before WW2, phone calls cost two pence.
'Can you lend me tuppence to ring a friend?' a widely disliked MP once asked
Winston Churchill. The great man scoured his pockets.
'Here's four pence,' he said. 'Ring them all.'
April 2018
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Christine Richardson has kindly provided an update on Chris Hills:
Chris came home on 16th March after 2 weeks in Cramlington. He is
recovering slowly and is to have physiotherapy at home. He is on a 6 week
course of antibiotics for an infection of a heart valve.
Pat is so grateful for all the support and prayers.
They will have daily visits from the nurse – all really good as they need
support desperately. Pat has asked for a phone call first (and to leave a
message) if anyone wants to visit him - he would appreciate any visits I am
sure.
And Alison has sent this message to all at St George’s…
Freda has settled well in Riverside where she will be for the foreseeable
future. Physically the stroke symptoms (which were so speedily and
effectively dealt with at Cramlington's Acute stroke ward and then in
Wansbeck's Ward 9) have been kept to a minimum. HUGE THANKS to all
of the staff for their skills and care and also to all of the St George's
visitors and friends who have been the 'Freda followers' going into
hospital and Riverside, keeping an active and essential link with Freda and
her church family, too. She sends her love and LOTS OF THANKS for the
cards, letters and good wishes too; 'I don't want to stop my Wednesdays
at church, Alison,' she said and members of the Knit-n-Natter group have
enabled her to do that, with one or two Sunday, or Wednesday services as
well - THANK YOU ALL so very, very much. Visitors to Riverside (room 16)
are also welcome ... come as you please (though meal times are usually
12:30 and 4:30 for about an hour or so) and Mum will be pleased to see
you.
Oooo - another message from Mum re knitting (especially of blanket
squares and strips) 'Please keep knitting!' ... Arrangements will be made
with Joan and other Knit-n-Natterers (!!) to keep up the blanket
production - and Alison is still keen to take these and other articles up to
Amble: please liaise with Alison if stuck!!
Much love, Alison (Mills) and Freda (Pagan) xx

April 2018

Page 11

April 2018

Page 12

Sudoku… solution on page 17

Still lost in translation…For those
of you travelling this summer, look
out for similar signs!
In a Paris hotel elevator: Please
leave your values at the front desk.
In a Bucharest hotel lobby: The lift
is being fixed for the next day.
During that time we regret that you
will be unbearable.
On a long established New Mexico
dry cleaning store: 38 years on the
same spot.
In a hotel in Athens: Visitors are
expected to complain at the office
between the hours of 9 and 11am
daily.
In the lobby of a Moscow hotel
across from a Russian Orthodox
monastery: You are welcome to
visit the cemetery where famous
Russian and Soviet composers,
artists, and writers are buried daily
except Thursday.
On a New York convalescent
home: For the sick and tired of the
Episcopal Church.
In a Baltimore clothing store:
Wonderful bargains for men with
16 or 17 necks.
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Crossword for April
Across: 1 ‘The baby in my
— leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44)
(4); 3 A ‘don’t know’ in
matters of faith (8); 9 In the
distant past (Jeremiah 2:20)
(4,3); 10 Armada (1 Kings
10:22) (5); 11 Where Moses
was confronted with the
burning bush (Exodus 3:1) (5)
12 Hair colour indicative of
skin infection (Leviticus
13:30) (6); 14 ‘The worries of
this life and the — of wealth
choke it, making it unfruitful’
(Matthew 13:22) (13);
17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6); 19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he
washed his disciples’ feet (John 13:4) (5); 22 The sixth plague to afflict the
Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5); 23 For nine (anag.) (7); 24 Where there is no time
(Psalm 93:2) (8); 25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley of
Elah: ‘This day I — the ranks of Israel!’ (1 Samuel 17:10) (4).
Down: 1 ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I — — my face from
them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4); 2 Usual description of prophets such as Amos,
Hosea, Micah, and so on (5); 4 ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the —
— — , who is the image of God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6);
5 An animal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5); 6 Popular 20th-century
religious novel by Lloyd C. Douglas, which became a 1953 film starring Richard
Burton (3,4); 7 ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4);
8 One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who married a foreign woman (Ezra
10:28) (6); 13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8); 15 ‘And O what transport of
delight from thy pure — floweth’ (7); 16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3); 18 ‘So — the —
sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3); 20 Comes between ‘bad’
and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5); 21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate
us from the love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (4). Solution on page 17
Phonecall… In the days before WW2, phone calls cost two pence.
'Can you lend me tuppence to ring a friend?' a widely disliked MP once asked
Winston Churchill. The great man scoured his pockets.
'Here's four pence,' he said. 'Ring them all.'
April 2018
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Great Bavington URC

Services:
Sunday 1 April, 6.30pm, Rev Alison Mills
Sunday 15 April, 6.30pm, minister t.b.a
History Night:
Thursday 5 April, 7.30pm Researching the soldiers on the Roll of Honour.
Further info: bavingtonchurch@gmail.com; 01830 540350
St Oswald's Way
The church will be open most days from the end of March until the end of
October (British Summer Time). The church is on St Oswald's Way and welcomes
walkers."
Church Secretary:
Nicola Bell, Carr Cottage, Great Bavington NE19 2BN. Tel 01830 540350
Church Treasurer:
Hilary Wells, The Old Vicarage, Kirkwhelpington, Northumberland, NE19 2RT. Tel:
01830 540319.

Puzzle Solutions for April
ACROSS: 1, Womb. 3, Agnostic. 9, Long ago. 10, Fleet. 11, Horeb. 12, Yellow.
14, Deceitfulness. 17, Banish. 19, Towel. 22, Boils. 23, Inferno. 24, Eternity. 25,
Defy. DOWN: 1, Will hide. 2, Minor. 4, Glory of Christ. 5, Offal. 6, The Robe. 7,
City. 8, Zabbai. 13, Psalmody. 15, Chalice. 16, Let off. 18, If son. 20, Worse. 21,
Able.
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Widdrington URC
PRAYING TOGETHER
During April, please pray for:
Victims of terrorism and natural disasters
The world's war zones
The work of Self-help Africa, Christian Aid, and other relief agencies
Medical and nursing practitioners
The emergency services
Those who are recently bereaved
Anyone you know who is ill or has recently suffered an accident
Your neighbours
"Prayer, the Churches banquet, Angel’s age,
God's breath in man, returning to his birth,
The soul in paradise, heart in pilgrimage,
The Christian plummet, sounding heav'n and earth" (George Herbert)
Seven days without prayer make one weak
WIDDRINGTON CHURCH NEWS
I’d like to invite everybody to contribute information that they think might be of
interest. Just give me the details in writing either on a piece of paper or by email
to elliemist@gmail.com and I’ll do the rest. (I’d still welcome articles though).
The Copy Date for each magazine is the Sunday prior to the 20 th of the month
before the next issue. If you miss the deadline your contribution may have to be
held over to the next issue. December/January and June/July are usually double
issues.
Flowers: Arranged in April and May by Kathleen, but don't forget that Easter
flowers will be arranged on March 31st and this is by tradition the responsibility of
the whole congregation. Any donations for flowers, whether for a special Sunday
or just in general should be given the Kathleen.
Easy Fund Raising (Easy?) Do you shop online? The chances are that your vendor
will be part of Easy Fund Raising. Amazon and John Lewis are, for instance. (Some
of our EF members only shop with retailers who are in the scheme!) This means
April 2018
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that if you register for Easy Fund Raising at easyfundraising.org.uk and select
Widdrington United Reformed Church as your Good Cause 1 or 2 % of the
purchase price of your item will come to us at no extra cost to yourself. Please talk
to Fiona about it soon.
Our "Widdrington Day" for April will be An Evening with Jared Johnson. Our
friend Jared Johnson from Morpeth has agreed to come and talk to us about
Admiral Collingwood. Date: Friday, 20th April at 7.00pm. There will be a pooled
supper and a small raffle. Donations for hall expenses will be welcomed. Venue:
the Hall.
Recent fund raising: There have been no fund raising events since the last report,
as the Bingo Night was cancelled. Our next event is the Easter Monday Coffee
Morning on April 2nd. Bring your little ones to enjoy the Easter Egg hunt!
Vacancy
The Pastorate profile has been agreed, ready for the Moderator's meeting; terms
of settlement have been discussed. Now we have to wait and see if we can attract
a minister!
The Knitted Bible.
A message from Diana:
The Knitted Bible is coming to Widdrington URC!
Dates: Saturday 19th - Monday 28th May.
Times: 10.30am - 4.30pm daily, Sundays 1.00 - 4.30 pm. There will also be two
evening showings.
Posters will come out after Easter with final details.
Refreshments will be available, and activities for children.
* Help will be much appreciated to make this a Churches Together outreach to the
community, and an enjoyable family event.
*Final arrangements will be discussed at the Churches Together meeting on
Tuesday 8th May at 7.30pm at St. Joseph's
Regular events:
1st Tuesday: Coffee Club meets at a variety of coffee shops in the area. 10.30am.
All friends are welcome. In April we will be going to the Coquet Tea Room in
Amble. Hopefully it will not be snowed off this time! May's venue is to be decided.
April 2018
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1st Wednesday: The Prayer group usually meets at 7.00pm. All are welcome to
join us. If you would like us to pray about any situation, please tell us. We usually
meet at Cooks Hemmel.
Facebook: If you are on Facebook, have you checked out our Facebook page yet?
Search for Widdrington United Reformed Church. Please like us and let me know
if you think I’ve missed anything that should be on. If you take pictures at any
event please post them as a guest ( but remember to get permission of any
people on your photos and particularly from the parents of any children before
you post)
Please note: Sean, our sheep, has his own Facebook page! Search for ‘Sean'. Sean
now has twelve page 'likes' but he wants some more, so please tell your friends
about him!
The website is at: www.widdringtonurc.org.uk
I'd appreciate some help to improve it, as it's very wordy at the moment, partly
because I'm happiest with words. I'm still looking for volunteers to be additional
site editors. Someone with hardware the can post pictures would be good!
Churches Together in Widdrington and Ulgham
I will report back on the Good Friday Walk of Witness next month.
Widdrington and Ulgham Churches Together has an exciting new community
project starting this month:
A 'Pop up' FREE cafe in the Community Centre. This is running every Thursday from
April 19th between 9.00am and 12 noon
'Fancy a cuppa, a slice of cake and a chat? Or just some quiet time out of the
house?'
Pop along. Spread the word to any lonely person you know. Or you could volunteer
to help.
Another project being planned is a community garden behind the vicarage.
More about that soon.
FEM
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