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Ruminations for April
Come Holy Week and Easter, I’m prone to contemplate the mystery of death and
new life. The earth around us testifies to it: trees that looked lifeless through
winter are surging to life, seemingly inert bulbs burst into colour, and the once
silent dawn is filled with birdsong. The death-like winter reveals itself to be a
holding, a resting place for the explosion of new life that comes in the spring.
Some of you may know that I research and teach in the area of Congregational
Trauma, seeking to equip church leaders to face into death or great loss and to
help their communities heal. I’m interested in what happens between the Good
Friday of a tragedy and the emergence of a resurrection of new energy and
vision….the long Holy Saturday where death changes everything. If we live long
enough, each of us will have our own Holy Saturdays after the death of loved
ones or the end of a job or relationship.
Those periods when our reality has altered irrevocably and nothing is as we
thought it would be can be frightening and isolating. It may feel as though this
death, this ending will mar our days forever. But slowly, surely -for most of us,
most of the time- signs of new life begin to appear, sometimes when we least
expect it. Our understanding of life deepens: the precarious nature of our
existence, the importance of love, the resilience that dwells deep within us. Our
capacity to be fully human expands.
The time between death and new life is sacred time – hard but sacred. It is a
holding, a resting place in which we are changed. The Spirit accompanies us,
though we may not always feel her presence. She drip-feeds us with what we
need and quietly holds our hands through the darkest hours. Slowly beneath our
shattered sadness, a silent joy begins to grow. We emerge, like Jesus, bearing
scars but present and able to bring peace to the frightened and the lonely. We
come home to who we are- beloved children of a living God with a job to do: to
share faith, hope and love with one another.
If we are Sunday morning churchgoers, we may move from the Palm Sunday
triumphal entry into Jerusalem to the joy of Easter resurrection, skipping over the
utter despair and devastation of Good Friday and the mysterious workings of Holy
Saturday. But there would be no resurrection without Good Friday or Holy
Saturday, no new life unless a seed has fallen to the ground and died, Jesus said.
Facing into death is the necessary price for the gift of grace that is new life.
Wherever you are in your life’s journey -enjoying the ease of a life relatively free
of loss, newly bereaved, or waiting in the dark for new life to emerge- may God’s
peace and possibility keep your heart in hope. Christ is risen; so too shall we.
Carla A. Grosch-Miller

Morpeth and Mitford Churches Together
Asylum Seekers Support Group
April 2019
West End Refugee Service
As reported last month WERS announced that the Big Lottery Reaching
Communities Fund has awarded them a 3 year grant towards their Volunteer
Project. The funding begins in April 2019. It will allow them to build on their work
with volunteers as befrienders, support workers and clothing store assistants.
It will also enable WERS to develop their new Skillsmatch initiative, which is a
project supporting asylum seekers and refugees into volunteering roles. There
will be weekly Skillsmatch sessions for clients, organised supported volunteering
opportunities and help to find interesting voluntary roles for individual clients.
The aim is for the individual clients to apply and develop skills and make a
positive contribution to their local community, which they are eager to do.
WERS continues to require donations of basic toiletries, clothing and small
household items.
Justice and Peace Refugee Project
Last month I reported that the J & P Refugee Project has decided that they need
more space and volunteer time for food distribution, which is their priority, so
they have decided reluctantly that this must be at the expense of their distribution
of clothes. I should have added that despite this they are still accepting men’s
and women’s coats in good condition and men’s and women’s shoes in good
condition, including men’s trainers. Suitcases and backpacks are also required.
They still require food donations especially tinned meat (not pork), tinned
tomatoes, dried or tinned beans, plain rice, sugar, tinned fish, tea bags and
biscuits which clients are given in their weekly food bags. Tinned fruit, sweet corn,
cooking oil, jam, cereal, tinned chickpeas and kidney beans and small jars of
coffee are also required.
Where to take donations
Food donations can be left in all of the Morpeth churches. Coats and shoes can
also be left in St Robert’s porch and in the vestibule at St George’s.
Volunteer Drivers
Maura Illingworth, who organises the drivers’ rota to transport food and clothing
to these projects, has said that she requires more drivers. If you are interested
please contact her on 01670 516452.
Thank you
Margaret Brock

NOTES OF THE MEETING OF THE NORTHERN SYNOD HELD ON 16
MARCH 2019
Synod gathered for its Spring Meeting at Kingston Park.
The Moderator, Revd David Herbert, welcomed everyone and explained
the day’s theme of ‘Creation, God’s Wonderful World’.
Following uplifting worship and minutes, we heard news of people and
places from Synod Clerk, Melanie Campbell. Amongst those mentioned
was Ann Honey who is celebrating ten years of ordination as a CRCW. She
has since become a CRCWM and was commissioned in February to a new
post at Billingham.
(NOTE: full reports and resolutions may be found on the Synod website.
Some Resolutions were taken en bloc and all Resolutions put to the Synod
Meeting were carried).
The Moderator talked of the environment – it’s hard to go plastic free, but
something has to change.
Hannah Middleton and Ed Butlin spoke of the joint event with Newcastle
Diocese ‘Staying Alive’. This is a youth camp for school years seven to
thirteen and the theme is based on 1 Peter 9: we are all chosen and
valued by God.
We heard the experiences of Ali Green one of the Youth Reps from
Northern Synod to Youth Assembly. This is for those aged under 26 and
to encourage young people who are perhaps few from their church,
transport is laid on and they travel together from the North East.
Do we want to twin our toilets again? St George’s has certificates in all of
our toilets with twinning details, but there is no reason why we can’t twin
them again (or would that be tripletting?), or twin our home toilets. Cost
is £60. More details on: toilettwinning.org. or call 0300 321 3217.
Roker URC Elder, David Dick, spoke of the valuable work being done by
Amelia Turner, a youth intern. She works 7.5 hours a week and is bringing
fresh ideas. Amelia then showed us photos and explained she is working
with socially isolated members, establishing a film club, themed tea
parties, craft classes, pilots, youth club, and helps with a food bank. Sandy
Ogilvie, Convener of Children’s and Youth Work Group, urged Northern
Synod churches to consider employing a young person, which benefits
church life and gives a young person a living wage.

There is still allocated money available.
When considering the Resolution on the closure of the church at Belford,
Rachel Poolman emphasized how saddened the few remaining church
members were at this closing.
It was suggested that maybe Elders could keep contact with their former
district members. David Grosch Miller added that dwindling
congregations should address the situation before it comes to the point of
no option but closure.
In his Trust update, David Grosch-Miller spoke of two posts which need
filling, those of the Trust Treasurer and Convener of the Ministry and
Mission Sub-Committee. These two posts are vital if the Trust is to
continue to serve the wishes of the churches. He said that each of us is
called by baptism to a common purpose to proclaim the Gospel. Synod
exists to serve the collective purposes of our congregations and seeks to
act in the best interests of all.
Speaking personally and not on behalf of the Trust, David wondered
whether it is time to look again at our buildings and their usefulness, many
of which were designed to suit the needs of a different age. Is the time
approaching when buildings must be maintained by the Trust and rented
back to congregations at affordable levels? – this would necessitate all
assets being managed by the Synod. The Synod has committed to the
“Way Forward”. We are all encouraged to shift the emphasis to missional
discipleship as we walk in the footsteps of Jesus.
Ian Buchanan posed some question on Synod and Church
Communications. How would you describe the URC as a faith community
to a stranger? What is the role of communication in an organization like
ours? What is our identity?
There was a lively discussion..... nurturing....fully alive.....light and
love.....inclusive.....belonging.....acceptance.....friendship.....togetherness.....se
nse of purpose in life.....faith in action. We were asked to show our
preference for one of three possible new logos, but each included the
words ‘Northern Synod Faith in action, bringing love and meaning to
life’.

On Safeguarding, Geraldine Sands said that we as a church take seriously
safeguarding and protecting the vulnerable. Each Synod member received
a copy of the Northern Synod Safeguarding Policy.
Synod received the reports of Holy Island and Grindon Mission Projects.
Interestingly, in reporting on Keld, David Figures described its remoteness
as “the Pluto of the URC solar system”. It addresses the needs of travellers.
It is a success story, they are finding new ways of being church.
Methodist and URC National Rural Officer Revd Elizabeth Clark spoke of
rural poverty and the rural community.
Revd Trevor Jamison explained his role as Northern Synod Green Apostle –
a 25% post for three years to encourage creation of green care issues. Are
we in charge of the world or do we see it as God’s planet? We should love
that which God loves. A Synod help group will be set up to encourage
local churches. Trevor is available and willing to come to speak on this
and lead worship.
The work of the Fishermen’s Mission in the North East was movingly
described by Peter Dade, Mission Area Officer, based at North Shields He
gave us some shocking statistics and said fishermen face a 1 in 14 chance
of dying at work; one fisherman is killed every 6 weeks; one fisherman is
injured every 7 days and one vessel is lost per 20 days. North Shields is
the biggest prawn fishing port in the UK. The Mission aims to combat
loneliness, prevent poverty, give financial assistance, support the bereaved,
and give 24/7 emergency response. It relies solely on donations, legacies
and volunteers. More information on their website:
www.fishermensmission.org.uk.
The next meeting of Synod will be on Saturday, 5 October at Wooler. All
are welcome (though we are restricted to one vote). If you are interested
in going, just let me know.
Joyce Calcraft

.

Knitter, Natter, Crafts & Chatter Coffee Group
The group meets on Wednesday mornings from 10am-12noon in the Drysdale
room (entry by the front door). We aim to enjoy each others company whilst
drinking tea/coffee, sharing projects for church or charity, or doing our own
projects. Anyone is welcome to drop in just for a cup of coffee.
Contact: Joan Cooper, Tel: 515682

Calling all Knitters – Age UK
Northumberland need us!
“Innocent (the smoothie drink
Company) will give 25p to Age UK
Northumberland for every little hat
knitted that sits on the top of their
bottles.
So far, Age UK Northumberland has
knitted 4000 hats – the target is 15,000 by July 2019, when the scheme ends.
Age UK Northumberland will use the money raised to fund a “Friendship line”, a
free telephone befriending service for lonely and isolated people.
Patterns can be found on innocent bigknit.co.uk/knittingpatterns website or
from the knitter natter group members who meet Wednesdays 10 till 12 in the
Drysdale room.
Tip, use craft pompons as home made ones take ages to make.

Octopus for the RVI
The Knitter Natter Craft and
Chatter group are knitting
Octopus for the RVI premature
baby unit. The Octopus’s are
used to distract the babies from
pulling tubes by encouraging
them to hold the tentacles of the
Octopus. Each baby has its own
octopus which it takes home. Hence they need lots. Patterns are available from
the group or in the vestibule.
Joan Cooper

The Gathering Ceilidh
27th April at 8.30pm.
The band is Fiddler's Elbow, caller Robin Dunn, guest
spots, bring your own drinks. Full details of Gathering programme
including
other events at St. George’s (concert, music competitions) on leaflets
at TICs and libraries, also on website www.northumbriana.org.uk
Tickets at Morpeth Chantry –
dance costs £8 adult, £6 unwaged, £5 school age.

Thank you…
On March 20th I held an open house to raise money for the Meru Women’s
Garden Project. I have been spearheading this project on behalf of the
Soroptimist International of Great Britain and Ireland for the last three
years.
We raised an amazing £600. This money will enable even more women in
Meru, Kenya, to be educated on sustainable agriculture and have the tools
and water to tend their gardens.
It will also fun two sessions for girls about the many dangers of female
genital mutilation. By attending these weekend long workshops the girls
are given the unique opportunity to transition from a girl to a woman
without needing to undergo FGM. There are also sessions for the boys so
they too understand that girls do not need circumcision.
We are also planning sessions on nutritional training for young mothers.
Thank you to everyone who supported my open day. You really did make
a difference to the women and girls of Meru County.
Patricia Gatherum
Quiet….A Sunday school teacher asked her children as they were on the way to
Church service, "And why is it necessary to be quiet in church?"
One bright little girl replied, "Because people are sleeping."

Church electric meter problems.
The following saga shows we must be ever vigilant.
Last year myself and David Calcraft negotiated a new contract with our electricity
supplier nPower. This gave us fixed prices for three years from September the 3 rd.
nPower started requesting meter readings from me. This resulted in me noticing
that one of the readings was not changing and after looking at past bills we saw it
had not changed for some time (this turned out to be almost three years).
As it was the reading for our off-peak use i.e. nights and weekends, This meant we
had been getting charged at the higher daytime rate for all our electricity. I spoke
to NPower and they asked for a photograph of the meter (this implied they did
not know what was fitted). After some wrangling, they agreed to change the
meter. Date and time was agreed as it meant all the Church power had to be off
for a while. Naturally, they arrived early and caused chaos as the magazine was
being printed and contractors were doing safety testing. The meter man said it
was a type they could read remotely but that would not work as our walls are too
thick! I was asked to take readings from the new meter daily at the same time to
establish a pattern of usage, this I did. It took several phone calls to find the
person who needed these readings so that they could re-calculate out past bills
back to February 2016.
I used the readings to calculate that we had been overcharged £507 per year.
After waiting several weeks, I managed to contact someone who seemed to know
what was happening (nothing!). So I put in a claim. They offered £418.89 in total. I
counterclaimed 3 years (it was actually less than 3 years but worth rounding up!)
at £507 plus £500 for the inconvenience. I pointed out that they still had our
money and that they had been fraudulently overcharging and in breach of our
three year contract. This I said meant that we were free to negotiate with another
supplier. They offered 3 years at £507 plus 10% for inconvenience. I have accepted
a refund of £1673 and this has been credited to our account. Incidentally, they
recently quoted readings they say they can take remotely, but still email me for
readings!? The above is a summary of the emails and conversations I had between
November and the beginning of February. One example was that they thought we
would use more power over Christmas and their remote readings indicated it had
reduced. I listed the organisations on break at Christmas.
Their left hand does not know what their right hand is doing, fortunately ours
does!!
Robin Cooper

Lunchtime Concerts
Winter – Spring Series 2019
Wednesdays from 12.30 – 1.30pm
On Wednesday 10th April we will have a return visit by the very entertaining
Bottlebank Bank – Four brilliant folk Fiddlers led by Stuart Hardy. On their last
visit they attracted a very large audience so it will pay to turn up early.
All concerts run from 12.30 to 1.30 pm and tickets cost £3 at the door. Doors are
open at Noon. Tea & Coffee is available in the South Transept of the Church.
Church Fund-raising Evening Concert
On Sunday 14th April there will be a concert given by two of the leading First
Violinists from Royal Northern Sinfonia, Iona Brown and Alexandrina (Sacha)
Raikhlina. This will be an early evening concert commencing at 6.00 pm with Tea,
Coffee & Cake served at the interval. Tickets £8.00 available from Gillian or Ken
Irvine (01670 515870) or from the Chantry Tourist Information Centre.
This will be a fund-raising event for Church Funds.
Buy or Borrow Book & Jigsaw Library
Again, our grateful thanks to all those who continue to bring paperback books
(only please) and jigsaws enabling us to refresh the shelves and update the library.
Please keep them coming as the Library is ever in need of both up-to-date books
and jigsaws. More importantly keep borrowing or buying !!! This continues to be
a regular income for the Church.
Family Photos Family photos are always needed. Please E-mail them to Ken at
kdirvine@sky.com who will print out copies to go on the Family Notice Board.

PLANT SALE Saturday 25th May
See Advert on page 17
The St George’s Annual Plant Sale & Coffee Morning will soon be upon us again.
This is one of our major Church Fund-raising functions which has proved to be a
very popular and rewarding event.
Please could everyone consider donating plants or garden-related items to the
sale. There will be a home-baked cake table so please also consider baking items
for the Great St George’s Bake-Off Stall. Many Thanks
Gillian - Church Social Secretary.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Murder Mystery Evening Saturday 11th May
See Advert below. Tickets now available

St. George’s United Reformed Church

A MURDER MYSTERY EVENING
Presented by
St George’s Community Players
And
Two Course Supper

(Please bring your own drinks)
Saturday May 11th at 7pm

Tickets £10 now available
From Gillian Irvine 01670 515870
or The Chantry Tourist Information Centre
Groups catered for if known in advance

Domino Drive 23rd February 2019
A big thank you to everyone who helped with and supported the Ladies Coffee
Club Domino Drive on 23rdFebruary when £1000 was raised. It was a sell out!
A special thank you to Joan for the pie making and the kitchen team for the
preparation of the meal and who kept the kitchen running smoothly. Thanks to
everyone who provided desserts, gave raffle prizes, helped set up for the evening
and helped clear up afterwards.
A big thank you to Helen and Angela for running the raffle and of course an
enormous thank you to our caller Jared who “called” for the evening and ensured
the smooth running of the games.
Sarah Cleverley Treasurer St Georges Ladies Coffee Club

TABLE TENNIS CLUB
The Table Tennis Club has now been running for 12
months with about 10-12 “regulars” attending. We all
have great fun playing (and also enjoy what seems to
have become a “mandatory coffee- break” at around
11 am!).
Sessions are held on most Saturday mornings throughout the year from 10am –
noon and we charge just £1 per session (children half-price). Despite this very
modest charge we managed to give £300 to church funds during 2018.
The Club was originally set up for church members (and their families). Since we
have 2 tables, we could easily accommodate a few more players without folk
having to sit-out for very long between games (as we tend to just play the best of
3 sets at a time – up to only 11 points – so the games are pretty quick!).
If you would like to join us please ring Jared on 01670 514610 or
email jared-marg@hotmail.com
Jared Johnson

An Extra Annual Report
While thinking about the annual financial report that I needed to prepare, it
occurred to me that there is no annual report concerning what the Church does
for others during the year, at least not in one place. This is what I came up with
for 2018, with input from several people, but I’m sure I will have missed things The Church gave £500 donations to each of the following –
Citizens Advice Northumberland (for work in the Morpeth area)
Contact Morpeth Mental Health Group
Wansbeck Valley Food Bank
Cleasewell Hill School (for their hydro pool fund)
The proceeds of small change donations in “the bucket” which amounted to
£129.43 was sent to the Wansbeck Valley Food Bank.
Collections for the work of PARC raised £453.74 which was sent to the URC
Commitment for Life.
Church members provided their usual support for the Christian Aid house to
house collection (total raised £6,213.87, of which £1,795.23 was raised by St
George’s) and the one-day street collection. Donations to Christian Aid were
made from the sale of Fair Trade goods (£180) and Christmas cards (£63). The
Church also hosted and provided music for the Christian Aid Ceilidh.
The Ladies Coffee Club supplied Toiletries, underwear and pyjamas for the
welcome packs provided by Changing Lives.
Produce brought to the Harvest Festival service was given to Wansbeck Valley
Food Bank.
Toys brought to the Toy service were given to Morpeth Lions for distribution.
A retiring collection on World Leprosy Day raised £95 for the Leprosy Mission.
24 filled shoeboxes were provided for the annual Shoebox Appeal as well as
donations of £225, knitwear and toys.
The Knitter Natter group knitted and crocheted poppies in aid of the British
Legion and raised £75.50. They also knitted blankets for refugees and asylum
seekers in the Amble/Ashington area and clothes for needy children and babies.
100’s of knitted angels were “sent out” into the local community prior to
Christmas.

The Church hosted and helped to organize the Christmas Tree Festival, which
enabled £1,700 to be raised for the Multiple Sclerosis Research and Relief Fund.
£120 was donated towards the hire of the sanctuary.
The Church hosted and organized the annual Charity Christmas Card Sale,
enabling charities present to raise £999.
Approx. 2.5kg of donated stamps together with a donation for stamps sold was
given to St. Oswald’s Hospice.
The congregation supported Henry Dancer Days, both actively and financially, in a
number of ways.
The congregation provided donations throughout the year to West End Refugee
Service, Justice and Peace Refugee Project, Wansbeck Valley Food Bank, The
Peoples Kitchen and “Smalls for All”.
Of course, we can always do more!
David Calcraft

YOGA FOR ALL
A NEW, friendly and welcoming yoga class taught by Newcastle’s Karen Bell is
now on every Monday from 1pm-2.30pm.
It is a friendly class, suitable for all abilities and ages, led by an experienced
teacher - trained by the British Wheel of Yoga and a regular on the North of
England festival circuit.
These classes will improve your posture and strength, release tension in the body
and improve breathing. We always finish the class with some nice relaxation time
or ‘Yoga Nidra’.
These classes cost £45 for a block of five sessions or £10 drop-in - but you can
come and try for just £5 on your first visit and see if you enjoy it.
All you need to join a friendly class is comfortable clothes and a yoga mat. See
you there!
Karen Bell. British Wheel of yoga trained
Contact Karen on: 0771 362 9477
Email: bluevalleyyoga@talktalk.net

Tea Time Talks
Thursday 25th April at 2.00pm
Simon Foley with a talk entitled
‘Mutinies’
Keen on Naval History, Simon’s talk will almost certainly include
Mutinies during the Napoleonic Wars.
The talk will be followed, as usual, by a cream tea with homemade scones and
jams. Entry is by donation of between £2 - £3 per person.
Please let Jared know (preferably in advance) if you are likely to attend, so that
the caterers can bake enough scones. Contact details are: 01670 514610 or email
jared-marg @hotmail.com

St George’s Ladies Coffee Club
Tuesday 16th April
The Ladies Coffee Club will be holding its AGM
We meet in the Drysdale Room at 3.00pm and
new members will be made most welcome.

Country Dance Club
Saturday 6th April
7.30pm in the Hall
Still only £1.50 per adult (Children Free)
Everyone welcome
No experience necessary – all dances are “called” before doing them!
Contact me by phone or email if you need any further details.
Ring 514610 or email: jared-marg@hotmail.com
Please note that the next CDC will be on 4th not 11th May

Crossword for April
Across: 1 ‘You are a chosen people,
a royal — ’ (1 Peter 2:9) (10)
7 Exact copy (Joshua 22:28) (7)
8 Jesus’ first words to Jairus’s
daughter, ‘My child, — — ’ (Luke
8:54) (3,2) 10 Idol made by the
Israelites while Moses was on Mount
Sinai (Exodus 32:4) (4) 11 Role
allotted to Joseph in Egypt (Genesis
42:6) (8) 13 ‘Lord, when did we — —
hungry and feed you?’ (Matthew
25:37) (3,3) 15 ‘Though seeing, they
do — —; though hearing, they do not hear or understand’ (Matthew 13:13) (3,3)
17 Happening (1 Kings 21:1) (8) 18 ‘Whatever was to my profit I now consider
loss for the — of Christ’ (Philippians 3:7) (4) 21 National Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children (1,1,1,1,1) 22 Stamp on (Amos 2:7) (7)
23 Liable to rot (1 Corinthians 15:42) (10).
Down: 1 Of the pope (5) 2 ‘The earth is the Lord’s, and everything — — ’
(Psalm 24:1) (2,2) 3 Hebrew word for the kind of peace that Jesus promised (6)
4 Member of a 16th-century Protestant reform movement in France (8)
5 Sing out (anag.) (7) 6 Ceremonial column of people on the move (1 Samuel
10:5) (10) 9 One of the things love always does (1 Corinthians 13:7) (10)
12 Esther’s cousin who foiled a plot to assassinate King Xerxes (Esther 2:7, 22)
(8) 14 See cape (anag.) (7) 16 ‘No one can — them out of my hand’ (John 10:28)
(6) 19 Often mistakenly identified as the fruit that led to the first sin (Joel 1:12)
(5) 20 ‘He was led like a — to the slaughter’ (Isaiah 53:7) (4).
Solution on page20

Tactful
There was once a minister who was determined that things should be done
properly during each service, yet he had a great gift for being gentle and tactful.
The congregation often read the 23rd Psalm together. One Sunday before they
started, he said smilingly: “Oh, may I ask the lady who always arrives at the still
waters while the rest of us are in the green pastures, to wait for us this time?”

Solution on page 20
Church notice: This being Easter
Sunday, we will ask Mrs Cusworth to
come forward and lay an egg on the
altar.
Great expectations:
At a baptism the young minister was
full of enthusiasm. He held the baby
in his arms and speculated aloud as
to the child’s possible future. “He
may become a captain of industry, a
great scientist, or a gifted teacher –
someone on whom hundreds of
young boys may model themselves.”
Then turning to the parents in a
rather grand manner, he asked, “And
so what name to you give to this
child?”
Timidly, the reply came: “Amanda
Jane.”
Miscellaneous musings on life:
- Why is yawning contagious?
- You know, somebody actually
complimented me on my driving
today. They left a little note on the
windshield that read: ‘Parking Fine’.
That was so nice.
- You never really learn to swear until
you learn to drive. You never learn to
pray until your kids learn to drive.
Higher power? A Sunday school
teacher said to her children, ' We
have been learning how powerful
kings and queens were in Bible times.
But there is a higher power. Can
anybody tell me what it is?’ One
child blurted out, ‘Aces!’

An Evening of Big Band Music
by the East Coast Swing Band

Saturday 6th April 7.30 pm
Morpeth Methodist Church (Sanctuary)
Tickets £5 from The Chantry or at the door

Wordsearch for Easter 2019
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Hallelujah! April brings us to Easter – the
crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ - the triumphant highlight of the
Christian year. As St Paul pointed out, unless Jesus really did rise again, our faith
is useless, and we may as well forget any hope of heaven or eternal life.

Passover Bread Wine
Body Blood Betrayal
Jerusalem Pilate Judas
Gethsemane Trial Crucifixion
Soldiers Cross Nails
Vinegar Temple curtain
Tomb angel stone risen
Gardener Mary
Solution on page 20
With a new tax year beginning….
The teacher asked a precocious youngster what he was going to be when he grew
up, and he said a taxpayer.

Inflation or no inflation, the cost of living seems to remain about the same

– all that we earn.
Solutions:
ACROSS: 1, Priesthood. 7, Replica. 8,
Get up. 10, Calf. 11, Governor. 13, See
you. 15, Not see. 17, Incident. 18, Sake.
21, NSPCC. 22, Trample. 23,
Perishable.
DOWN: 1, Papal. 2, In it. 3, Shalom. 4,
Huguenot. 5, Outings. 6, Procession. 9,
Perseveres. 12, Mordecai. 14, Escapee.
16, Snatch. 19, Apple. 20, Lamb

All in the month of April:
1st April Fools Day, 14th Palm Sunday,
18th Maundy Thursday
19th Good Friday, 21st Easter Sunday,
22nd Easter Monday
23rd St George’s Day

Great Bavington United Reformed Church
Services
Easter Sunday, 21 April, 6.30pm: Carol Dixon
(No service on Sunday 7 April)
Art & Craft Night
Wednesday 24 April, 6.30pm, Great Bavington Church meeting room: Dangerous
Pockets
Make a pocket as part of Paula MacGregor's Dangerous Pockets
Project http://www.paulamacgregor.com/dangerous-pockets-project.html
Inspired by Sharon Owen's poem:
Dangerous Coats
Someone clever once said
Women were not allowed pockets
In case they carried leaflets
To spread sedition
Which means unrest
To you and me
A grandiose word
For common sense
Fairness
Kindness
Equality
So ladies, start sewing
Dangerous coats
Made of pockets & sedition.
Further information: lynnerawles@gmail.com
History Night
Tuesday 16 April, 7.30pm, Great Bavington Church meeting room. Great
Bavington School and education in the surrounding area.
Copies of the book about the soldiers commemorated on the Roll of Heroes (£5
each), the Bavington Presbyterian Church Recipe Book (facsimile copy, originally
produced in 1925, £5 each) and A History of Great Bavington (£7 each) are still
available in the church, or by post (for an additional £1.50 for p&p).

Further information: bavingtonchurch@gmail.com, 01830 540350
Bavington Parish Council
Thursday 2 May, 7.00pm, Great Bavington Church meeting room.
New Facebook page
Great Bavington United Reformed Church has a new Facebook page so please
Follow and Like! https://www.facebook.com/Great-Bavington-UnitedReformed-Church-267820626999629/ or search for Great Bavington Church.

Widdrington United Reformed Church
PRAYING TOGETHER
During April, please pray for:
Victims of terrorism, especially the Muslim community in New Zealand
The refugee families being settled in the county, and those who help them
Zimbabwe and Venezuela
The work of relief agencies
The emergency services
Farmers, shepherds - and sheep- for a good lambing,
Elderly people especially those who have had to leave their own homes
Anyone who is recently bereaved
Your neighbours
"Prayer, the Churches banquet, Angels age,
God's breath in man, returning to his birth,
The soul in paradise, heart in pilgrimage,
The Christian plummet, sounding heav'n and earth" (George Herbert)
Seven days without prayer make one weak
WIDDRINGTON CHURCH NEWSI’d like to invite everybody to contribute
information that they think might be of interest. Just give me the details in writing
either on a piece of paper or by email to elliemist@gmail.com and I’ll do the rest.

(I’d still welcome articles though). The Copy Date for each magazine is the Sunday
prior to the 20th of the month before the next issue.

If you miss the deadline your contribution may have to be held over to the next
issue. December/January and June/July are usually double issues.
Flowers: Arranged in April and May by Kathleen. Easter flowers arranged 20th
April, time to be decided.
Easy Fund Raising (Easy?) Do you shop online? The chances are that your vendor
will be part of Easy Fund Raising. Amazon and John Lewis are, for instance. (Some
of our EF members only shop with retailers who are in the scheme!) This means
that if you register for Easy Fund Raising at easyfundraising.org.uk and select
Widdrington United Reformed Church as your Good Cause 1 or 2 % of the
purchase price of your item will come to us at no extra cost to yourself. Please talk
to Fiona about it soon. We have raised over £200 so far with just six members.
£23.18 has recently been paid into the church account. As they say, every little
helps!
In April we have two events. There is a children's Easter craft session on Saturday
13th between 11.00am and 1.00pm. Children should be accompanied, and adults
without children are welcome for the ‘craic’.
On Saturday 20th there will be a showing of a DVD of St Matthew's Gospel at
Cook's Hemmel from 6.00pm. There is a pooled supper for this event.
Recent fund raising: nothing to report this month. Our coffee morning season
begins again with the Easter Monday Coffee Morning.
Regular events:
1st Tuesday: Coffee Club meets at a variety of coffee shops in the area.
10. 30 am. All friends are welcome. In April we are going to The Drift and in May
to Weaver's Court, Alnwick.
1st Wednesday The Prayer group usually meets at 7.00pm at Cook's Hemmel.
All are welcome to join us. Please let us know of any matters for prayer.

Holy Grounds. Sadly, Holy Grounds remains suspended. Watch this space for
information about recommencement.

Facebook: If you are on Facebook, have you checked out our Facebook page yet?
Search for Widdrington United Reformed Church. Please like us and let me know
if you think I’ve missed anything that should be on. If you take pictures at any
event please post them as a guest (but remember to get permission of any people
on your photos and particularly from the parents of any children before you post)
The page now has over 80 likes! Please note: Sean, our sheep, has his own
Facebook page! Search for ‘Sean'. Sean now has 17 page 'likes' but he wants some
more, so please tell your friends about him! The website is at:
www.widdringtonurc.org.uk. I'd appreciate some help to improve it, as it's very
wordy at the moment, partly because I'm happiest with words. I'm still looking for
volunteers to be additional site editors. Someone with hardware the can post
pictures would be good!
Churches Together in Widdrington and Ulgham:
The Shrove Tuesday meal at the Drift was a very pleasant event. There were fewer
of us on previous years at the Forge, but it was a good evening.
The
Lent Course is in full swing.
Christian Aid Week events : Saturday 11th May, Big Breakfast from 8.00am to
11.00am. This will be in St Joseph's, which the Anglican Diocese has taken over.
We would appreciate help with this.
Friday 24th May: our now traditional Christian Aid Quiz. 7.00 pm in the hall. There
will be a pooled supper, with donations for Christian Aid.
***************
Quotations:

Time and money are the heaviest burdens of life, and unhappiest of all
mortals are those who have more of either than they know how to use. Samuel Johnson
City life: Millions of people being lonesome together. - Thoreau

Conference: The confusion of one person multiplied by the number present. Anon
Commuter: A person who has a complaint of longstanding. - Anon
Books are men of higher stature, and the only men that speak aloud for future
times to hear. – Elizabeth Barrett Browning

Widdrington Calendar
Date
April
Tuesday 2nd
Wednesday 3rd
Sunday 7th
Saturday 13th

Time

10.30am
7.00pm
10.45am
11.00 am1.00pm
Sunday 14th
10.45am
th
Friday 19
3.00pm
Saturday 20th 6.00pm

Coffee Club
Prayer Group: Cook’s Hemmel
Worship Group
Children’s Easter Crafts: Hall; refreshments
Revd Ron Forster
Good Friday service : Worship Group
St Matthews Gospel DVD: Cook’s Hemmel
Pooled Supper
Easter Communion. Revd Kay Alberg.
Easter Monday Coffee Morning with Easter
Egg Hunt
Church meeting and AGM.
Revd Martyn Skinner

Sunday 21st 10.45am
Monday 22nd 10.00am 12noon
Thursday 25th 7.00pm
Sunday 28th 10.45am
May
Sunday 5th
10.45am
Worship Group
Monday 6th
10.00am – Bank Holiday Coffee Morning 12am
12noon

