African Ruminations
In April this year I was part of a study tour which visited a Soroptimist
project based in Meru County, Kenya.
The whole experience was remarkable.
The project is based around teaching women to grow crops to feed their
families and also to sell the surplus.
Five groups of women have been supplied with seeds, tools and training.
They have been given energy efficient stoves and water tanks. They now
boil the water each day for their children to drink and have an improved
knowledge of general health education.
Without exception every women or girl I met was happy and content.
They have very little. They have no running water, only rudimentary
sanitation and very little light.
Meeting these women was a very humbling. We have so much that we
take for granted, hot and cold clean running water, flushing toilets and
electricity to power endless gadgets and devices.
Are we as happy and content as the women of Meru? I wonder.
It would seem that the people of Meru are at one with the “earth”. The
rich red soil which we perhaps saw as dirt that soiled pour hands, clothes
and bodies seem to them to be life giving. It provides their food, the food
for their animals, the clay to build their homes. They all seem comforted
by the “earth”. They work it, they lie in it and they embrace it.
The next time you find yourself complaining about the rain just think of
this.
The people of Meru consider rain as “God’s Blessing”.
How blessed we are and I doubt we even know it.
I will never forget this trip. I hope it will make me more grateful for the
many blessings I have.
Patricia Gatherum
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Morpeth and Mitford Churches Together
Asylum Seekers Support Group 2018
Please remember during the holiday period that the refugees and asylum
seekers still need to be supported by your donations.
West End Refugee Service
Work has continued on the new project to develop a website to match asylum
seekers’ and refugees’ skills with community volunteering opportunities.
Participants have 3 main reasons for wanting to get involved in voluntary work.
Firstly it is seen as a way of individuals gaining some professional experience,
tools, skills, and credibility for future work applications. Secondarily, asylum
seekers and refugees want to help other people, have the opportunity to
interact with others in order to understand local culture and lastly to improve
their spoken English.
This project has been met with enthusiasm from both sides – WERS clients
(asylum seekers and refugees) and organisations who have volunteering
opportunities. WERS feels there is significant potential to develop the project
and some additional funding from Creative Fuse North East has been promised.
Justice and Peace Refugee Project
The number of people attending the project has been gradually increasing as
has the number of destitute asylum seekers who they are working to support.
Margaret Brock
No, not any…
The manager of the garden centre came out of his office to hear Jenkins, one of
his most trusted assistants, saying to a lady customer: ‘No madam, we certainly
haven’t had any for some time, and who knows when we will get any.’
When the customer had gone, the manager tackled him: ‘I heard that, Jenkins,’
he remonstrated, ‘and I must say that I am surprised at you. Never, never admit
to a customer that we can’t get them something. That’s what we’re here for. If
it’s out of stock, tell her you’ll get it for her soon. Now, what was it the lady
wanted?’
‘Rain,’ said Jenkins simply.
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MORPETH ECUMENICAL JUSTICE AND PEACE GROUP
The group has been running for over 18 months now and has sought to learn
about and try and tackle issues of social justice and peace.
Most of the churches in Morpeth are represented on the group by people
bringing their desire to practically act out their Christian beliefs and values, by
nudging the town towards a more peaceful and just society, where everyone is
working together for the common good. We believe we can help achieve this
mission through individual and collective acts of charity and community
support, by raising awareness, and by tackling the structural causes of problems
in the community.
Recently members of the group have been involved in the Northumberland
Pride event, arranging dementia awareness training events and reinstating the
Peace Vigils which were started in Morpeth at the time of the Iraq war. Members
meet at 5.30pm – 6.00pm in the Market Square on the 11th day of each month.
The group is open to new members joining who broadly share Christian values
and who wish to be involved in prayer, discussion and action, individually and
collectively, on justice and peace issues. Meetings currently normally take place
in our church. Our meetings are usually held on an afternoon but because we
have had interest in the group expressed by several people who work our next
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 31 July at 7.00pm in the Drysdale room.
The annual Hiroshima Memorial event will be held as usual in the Peace Garden
at the Chantry on Monday 6 August at 8.00am. This will be followed by a
breakfast put on by the Justice and Peace group in the South Transept of our
church at 8.30am. All welcome.
Can you believe it? ... Congratulations to three of our nonagenarians who
have all celebrated birthdays in July. Joy Wight, Ted Le Grice and Doris Holland
have all just had birthdays! We hope they all enjoyed their special celebrations!
And Congratulations to… George and Janet Brown who will be celebrating
their diamond wedding anniversary on 30th August.
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SUMMER CONCERTS
Our Concert on 1st July presented by Bradley Creswick, Leader of Royal Northern
Sinfonia, was a great success enjoyed by a “full house” of nearly 150 in the
audience. As a result we were able to raise just over £500 for Church Funds
th

On Saturday 25 August (Please note the revised date) we are holding a
Strawberry Tea with entertainment by Clarinettist George Macdonald formerly
of Northern Sinfonia and leader of the Virtuoso Jazz Trio. On this occasion
George will be playing solo accompanied by Ken and will be presenting a wide
th
variety of light hearted music – mostly from the first half of 20 Century ranging
from Saint-Saens and Rachmaninov to Gershwin and Duke Ellington. Again the
full details are on the attached flyer.
Buy or Borrow Book & Jigsaw Library
Again, our grateful thanks to all those who continue to bring books and jigsaws
enabling us to refresh the shelves and update the library. Please keep them
coming as the Library is ever in need of up-to-date books. More importantly
keep borrowing or buying !!!
Family Photos
Family photos are always needed. You can always E-mail them to Ken at
kdirvine@sky.com who will print out copies to go on the Family Notice Board.
Although we have had one or two family photos recently we can always use
more – surely you have some event of note to share with us all.

Advance Notice for Heritage Day.
The Church will be open for the Heritage Day on Saturday 15 th September from
10.00 am to 4.00 pm. The Elders invite volunteers to provide assistance in
manning the church. If you are able to assist for an hour or two during that day
please contact Teresa, our Church Secretary or sign up on the list which will
appear in the Vestibule in due course..
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ST. GEORGE’S
UNITED
REFORMED
CHURCH
MORPETH

A “Strawberry Tea”
With a variety of music
presented by
George Macdonald (Clarinet)
With Ken Irvine (Piano)

Strawberries and Cream
Served from 2.30 pm.
Entertainment from 3.00 pm to 4.00 pm

Saturday 25th August 2018
Admission £5

including refreshments

For further details and tickets
please call Gillian on 01670 515870
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St George’s United Reformed Church, Morpeth

Lunchtime Concerts
Autumn Series 2018
Wednesdays from 12.30 – 1.30pm

Sept 5th

Oct 17th

Nov 14th

Dec 5th

Peter Waugh Organ
Matthew Forster Violin
Alistair Anderson
Concertina and Northumbrian Pipes
Profiling Youth
Piano and Clarinet Pupils of
David and Jennifer Murray
Graeme Danby and Valerie Reid
English National Opera

Admission £3 at the door or 4 Concerts for £10
Available at the Sept. Concert.
Tea and Coffee available from noon
For further information contact Gillian 01670 515870
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CROSSWORD for August

Across: 8 One of the titles
given to the Messiah in Isaiah’s
prediction (Isaiah 9:6) (6,2,5) 9
International Nepal Fellowship
(1,1,1).
10 Single(1Corinthians7:27)(9)
11 Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s
seminal book about Soviet
prison camps, The —
Archipelago (5).
13 Treachery(2Kings11:14)(7).
16 Of India(anag.)(2,3,2).
19 ‘God has put us apostles on display at the end of the procession, like
men condemned to die in the — ’ (1 Corinthians 4:9) (5). 22 Follower of
a theological system characterized by a strong belief in predestination
(9). 24 ‘Put these old rags and worn-out clothes under your arms to— the
ropes’ (Jeremiah 38:12) (3). 25 They brought together all the elders of
the Israelites in Egypt (Exodus 4:29) (5,3,5).
Down: 1 The season when kings ‘go off to war’ (2 Samuel 11:1) (6)
2 Simon Peter’s response to Jesus by the Sea of Galilee: ‘Go away from
me, Lord; I am a — man’ (Luke 5:8) (6). 3 Beaten with whips (1
Kings12:11) (8). 4 ‘You shall not — adultery’ (Exodus 20:14) (6). 5
Encourage (Hebrews 10:24) (4). 6 Service of morning prayer in the
Church of England (6). 7 ‘Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ
died for you, and — — him in your heart by faith with thanksgiving’
(4,2). 12 Run(anag.)(3). 14 Member of 17th-century party that denied the
right of autonomy to the Church (8). 15 ‘We will triumph with our
tongues; we—our lips’(Psalm12:4) (3)
16 Earnings(1Corinthians16:2)(6). 17 ‘I rejoice greatly in the Lord that—
—you have renewed your concern for me’ (Philippians 4:10) (2,4). 18
How Paul described Philemon (Philemon 1)(6). 20 Multiple territories
under the rule of a single state (Daniel11:4)(6)
21 ‘You have been unfaithful; you have married foreign women,—to
Israel’s guilt’ (Ezra 10:10) (6). 23 This month (abbrev.)(4).
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Christian Aid
Just to let everyone know that the Christian Aid house to house collection
in Morpeth this year raised £6,103. The plant and book sale in the
Market Square that week raised £187 and a lunch at St Aidan’s raised
£100. The grand total was £6,390, which was just over £1,200 down on
last year’s total. Given the bad publicity there had been about some
international aid agencies I think this was anticipated and some antipathy
to the collection was encountered on some of the doorsteps. Thanks
again for everyone who supported the collection in whatever way.
There will be the usual Christian Aid street collection on Saturday
22 September. Please will you consider volunteering for this?
Thank you
Margaret Brock
STAMPS
At the beginning of June I took 1.3kg of stamps to
St Oswald’s Hospice. I also made a gift aided
donation to them for a small collection of stamps
given to me, which I sold. As always they were
delighted to receive them, so keep collecting
please.
David Calcraft

Knitter, Natter, Crafts & Chatter Coffee Group
Our group will resume on 5th September
The group meets on Wednesday mornings from 10am-12noon in the Drysdale
room (entry by the front door). We aim to enjoy each others company whilst
drinking tea/coffee, sharing projects for church or charity, or doing our own
projects. Anyone is welcome to drop in just for a cup of coffee.
Contact: Joan Cooper, Tel: 515682
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QUIZ NIGHT
Saturday 11 August – 7 for a 7.30 start
(All proceeds to go to St George’s URC Lift Repair Fund)
This is a joint venture organised on behalf of the St George’s URC Afternoon
and Evening Bowls Clubs, but is open to everyone to take part in a fun night of
quizzing. Questions will be on a wide range of subjects and will not be TOO
hard! It would be helpful if folk attending could organise themselves into teams
of (preferably) 4. There will a small “token” prize for the winning team (and some
tie-break questions if necessary). Nibbles will be provided but please feel free
to bring extras if you wish and bring along your own drinks.
Cost is only £2 per person, but there will also be a raffle with a 1st prize of a
large hamper of a range of “goodies”, as well as a number of other prizes.
This should be a fun evening and we hope it will be supported by as many folk
as possible, so as to raise a significant amount towards the £9000 spent on
repairing the lift.
Tickets are on sale from Margaret or Jared Johnson NOW.
(Please contact them on 01670 514610 or email jared-marg@hotmail.com
if you want to take part) – don’t worry if you cannot raise a team of 4 friends –
you can always get together with other folk on the night.

Living the Questions
The Living the Questions discussion group continues in the St George’s
Drysdale Room but moves to a new time: Sunday afternoons from 4-5:30pm.
The third and final term starts 2 September and continues through 14 October.
Our topics are:
2 Sept
A Kingdom without Walls
9 Sept
Social Justice: Realising God’s Vision
16 Sept
Incarnation: Divinely Human
23 Sept
Prayer: Intimacy with God
30 Sept
Compassion: The Heart of Jesus’ Ministry
7 Oct
Creative Transformation
14 Oct
Embracing Mystery
All are welcome. You need not have attended other sessions, and may pick and
choose! To get the pre-reading, email Carla at cagroschmiller@yahoo.co.uk
or call 07427 838 370; alternatively speak with Joy Wight.
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Wordsearch for August
John the Baptist
th
This month, on the 29 , we remember John the Baptist. By all accounts, he had
a rough life. He grew up in obscurity, lived in the desert on a diet of bugs. He
wore itchy camel hair. He worked in the heat of the sun, constantly challenging
people, and wading in and out of muddy Jordan waters to baptise many. Then
he was arrested and kept in a reeking, infested dungeon until one day they cut
his head off. Not much comfort in that life. Yet the Bible tells us that of all the
people in history, no one has even been born who was as great as him. Why?
Because of the unique calling God gave him, which was to prepare the way for
the coming ministry of his Son, Jesus. Jesus did not have an easy life, either.

John Baptist Rough Obscurity
Desert Bugs Camel Heat
Sun Challenge Muddy
Jordan Arrested Dungeon
Head Cut History Great
Unique prepare
Solution on page 16

Tea Time Talks
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE AUTUMN/WINTER SERIES OF TTTs WILL BE AT
THE NEW TIME OF 2 pm. THE FIRST OF THESE WILL BE ON
SEPTEMBER 20th
JARED JOHNSON WITH "OUT OF AFRICA
- THE STORY OF HUMAN EVOLUTION"

Sign spotted in a safari park: Elephants, please stay in your car.
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Confession…
On the way to church to make his
first Confession, my nervous
seven-year-old grandson asked
me what he could expect.
‘Confession is where you tell all
the bad things you’ve done to the
priest,’ I told him.
He looked relieved. ‘Good. I don’t
think I’ve done anything bad to
the priest.’
Don’t know nothin’
When Columbus started out, he
didn’t know where he was going.
When he got there, he didn’t
know where he was. When he got
back, he didn’t know where he
had been. And he did it all on
other people’s money. Can’t help
thinking that Columbus reminds
me of some teenagers who go on
family holidays...
Sky fright
An airliner flew into a violent
thunderstorm and was soon
bumping around in the sky. One
very nervous lady happened to be
sitting next to a clergyman and
turned to him for comfort. ‘Can’t
you do something?’ she demanded
forcefully.
‘I’m sorry ma’am,’ said the
reverend gently. ‘I’m in sales, not
management.’
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Solutions:
ACROSS: 8, Prince of Peace. 9, INF. 10, Unmarried. 11, Gulag. 13, Treason.
16, In aid of. 19, Arena. 22, Calvinist. 24, Pad. 25, Moses and Aaron.
DOWN: 1, Spring. 2, Sinful. 3, Scourged. 4, Commit. 5, Spur. 6, Matins. 7,
Feed on. 12, Urn. 14, Erastian, 15, Own. 16, Income. 17, At last. 18, Friend. 20,
Empire. 21, Adding. 23, Inst.

Prayer equality…
When my daughter, Kelli, said her bedtime prayers, she would bless every family
member, every friend, and every animal (current and past). Then for several
weeks, after we had finished the nightly prayer, Kelli would say, "And all girls."
This soon became part of her nightly routine, to include this closing.
My curiosity finally got the best of me and I asked why she always included the
part about ‘all girls’. She replied, ‘Because everybody always finishes their
prayers by saying 'All Men.’
When children write to their minister:
‘Dear Mr Minister...
- I know God loves everybody but then he never met my sister. Yours sincerely,
Arnold. Age 8.
- Please say in your sermon that Peter Peterson has been a good boy all week.
I am Peter Peterson. Sincerely, Pete. Age 9.
- I'm sorry I can't leave more money in the plate, but my father didn't give me a
raise in my allowance. Could you have a sermon about a raise in my allowance?
Love, Patty. Age 10.
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Great Bavington URC
Services
There will be no services at Great Bavington URC during August.
The next services will be on:
Sunday 2 September, led by Widdrington Worship Group
Sunday 16 September, minister t.b.a
All of the events take place in the church or in the meeting room
History Night
Tuesday 21 August, 7.30pm
Tuesday 18 September, 7.30pm
Art & Craft Night
Wednesday 29 August, 6.30pm
Wednesday 26 September, 6.30pm
Bavington Parish Council
Parish Council meeting, Thursday 9 August, 7.00pm.
Enquiries about Parish Council matters:
clairemillerparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk
St Oswald's Way
The church will be open most days from the end of March until the end
of October (British Summer Time). The church is on St Oswald's Way and
welcomes walkers."
Church Secretary:
Nicola Bell, Carr Cottage, Great Bavington NE19 2BN. Tel 01830 540350
Church Treasurer:
Hilary Wells, The Old Vicarage, Kirkwhelpington, Northumberland, NE19
2RT. Tel: 01830 540319.
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Widdrington URC
PRAYING TOGETHER
During August, please pray for:
Victims of terrorism and natural disasters
The world's war zones
The work of Self-help Africa, Christian Aid, and other relief agencies
Medical and nursing practitioners
The emergency services
Students waiting for exam results
Those who are recently bereaved
Anyone you know who is ill or has recently suffered an accident
Your neighbours
"Prayer, the Churches banquet, Angels age,
God's breath in man, returning to his birth,
The soul in paradise, heart in pilgrimage,
The Christian plummet, sounding heav'n and earth" (George Herbert)
Seven days without prayer make one weak
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WIDDRINGTON CHURCH NEWS
I’d like to invite everybody to contribute information that they think might be of
interest. Just give me the details in writing either on a piece of paper or by
email to elliemist@gmail.com and I’ll do the rest. (I’d still welcome articles
th
though). The Copy Date for each magazine is the Sunday prior to the 20 of the
month before the next issue.
If you miss the deadline your contribution may have to be held over to the next
issue. December/January and June/July are usually double issues.
Flowers: Arranged in August by Kathleen, and in September by Fiona. Any
donations for flowers to the appropriate arranger, please.
Easy Fund Raising (Easy?) Do you shop online? The chances are that your
vendor will be part of Easy Fund Raising. Amazon and John Lewis are, for
instance. (Some of our EF members only shop with retailers who are in the
scheme!) This means that if you register for Easy Fund Raising at
easyfundraising.org.uk and select Widdrington United Reformed Church as
your Good Cause 1 or 2 % of the purchase price of your item will come to us at
no extra cost to yourself. Please talk to Fiona about it soon.
August's "Widdrington Day" will be a Summer Curry Night at Lal Khazana at
Shilbottle on the 20th. Probably starting about 7.00 pm but this will be
confirmed in church notices. We will need numbers and menu selections a week
or so in advance.
We will also be having a Children's Craft session on Saturday 18th from 11am to
1pm. Children of all ages, accompanied by a responsible adult, are welcome.
Adults without children can come too! Help with the crafts, or just chat.
Recent fund raising: The stalls at the Spring Bank Holiday Coffee Morning
raised about £70.00. The coffee takings were included in the takings for the
Knitted Bible. (Please see Kathleen's report below)
Don't forget the August Bank Holiday Coffee Morning. Usual place, usual time!
Vacancy
We are still awaiting news of any interest in our profile.
Regular events:
1st Tuesday: Coffee Club meets at a variety of coffee shops in the area. 10.30am.
All friends are welcome. In August we will be going to Southside. (No, Mary isn't
setting up a coffee shop)
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1st Wednesday: The Prayer group usually meets at 7.00pm. All are welcome to
join us. If you would like us to pray about any situation, please tell us. We
usually meet at Cooks Hemmel.
Holy Grounds is having an August break. We meet again on September 3rd.
Facebook: If you are on Facebook, have you checked out our Facebook page
yet? Search for Widdrington United Reformed Church. Please like us and let me
know if you think I’ve missed anything that should be on. If you take pictures at
any event please post them as a guest (but remember to get permission of any
people on your photos and particularly from the parents of any children before
you post)
Please note: Sean, our sheep, has his own Facebook page! Search for ‘Sean'.
Sean now has twelve page 'likes' but he wants some more, so please tell your
friends about him!
The website is at: www.widdringtonurc.org.uk
I'd appreciate some help to improve it, as it's very wordy at the moment, partly
because I'm happiest with words. I'm still looking for volunteers to be additional
site editors. Someone with hardware the can post pictures would be good!
Churches Together in Widdrington and Ulgham
There's a bit of a lull over summer for churches together. Look out for
information about autumn and winter activities after our planning meeting in
September.
The Knitted Bible Exhibition
The Exhibition ran from the 19th to the 28th May in the church hall, with the
Sunday School room used for children's activities and as a quiet prayer space. The
church itself was open every day for visitors wishing to have a look round or to
have some quiet time. Refreshments were served throughout in the marquee on
the Manse lawn. I'm sure all involved would agree that it was a great success in
every way. It was a huge undertaking which could only have happened with the
help and support of helpers from all the churches in Widdrington Station and
Village, and Ulgham. There was a steady stream of visitors who, without
exception, said how much they enjoyed seeing the knitted tableaux from the
Creation to the Resurrection. Many people hadn't known quite what to expect!
Thanks must also go the Diana and Stephen Hogg, who travelled to pick up the
exhibits, to those who put up and dismantled the marquee....no easy task, and to
those folk who manned the refreshments...a bit like feeding the 5,000 at times...at
least it seemed that way....thank goodness for the organisational skills of
Margaret and Alan Scott who set up the catering equipment. The sum of £437.60
was raised for St. Israel's Hospice and £1000 for the work of the Church in
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Widdrington. From the latter, the hire of the marquee was paid and donations
were made to St George's Church in Hartlepool, who were responsible for
creating the exhibit, and to individual churches who were involved in helping us,
as an appreciation of the practical help given. There will be a meeting of
Churches Together in September, and ideas will be requested for a donation
towards joint initiatives.
It was a joy to see the Manse full of activity once more , and for the church to
be so appreciated by friends and strangers alike. Once again, thank you to all
concerned. Kathleen Bailey
FEM

Widdrington Calendar
August
Wednesday 1st 7.00pm Prayer Group: Cook's Hemmel
Sunday 5th 10.45am. Worship team
Tuesday 7th 10.30am Coffee Club: at Southside
Sunday 12th 10.45am Margery Tate
Saturday 18th 11am - 1pm. Summer Children's Craft day. Children and adults
both welcome.
Sunday 19th 10.45am Helen Wilson
Monday 20th: 7.00pm (time to be confirmed) Summer Curry Night at
Lal Khazana, Shilbottle
Sunday 26th 10.45am Margaret Field
Monday 27th. 10.00-12.00 Bank Holiday Coffee Morning
September
Sunday 2nd 10.45am Worship Team
Monday 3rd 10.30-12.00 Holy Grounds
Tuesday 4th 10.30am Coffee Club: venue to be arranged
Wednesday 5th Prayer Group: Fool's Hemmel
Widdrington Rotas
Date.
Vestry.
05-08-18 Kathleen Bailey
12-08-18 Fiona Middlemist
19-08-18 Kathleen Bailey.
26-08-18 Diana Hogg.
03-09-18 Tom Whinham.
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Door and Offering
Diana Hogg, Margaret Scott
Kathleen Bailey, Judith Hart
Li v and Hannah Walden
Ruth Gordon, Fiona Middlemist
Ena Whinham, Audrey Grieves
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