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SUNDAY FAMILY WORSHIP & JUNIOR CHURCH  

 10.30 am  

 

MON  Age UK Exercise 9.00-12.00 noon  Ronka Gbadebo 07952381160 

 Yoga for All:  1.00-2.30pm                     Karen Bell                

bluevalleyyoga@talktalk.net                                                            

07713629477 

 Age UK Exercise:  As above  

   

TUES Morning Badminton                    (from September) 

Allen Oakes  allen@oakesa.co.uk 

 

 Rainbows,  5.00pm                                         Liz Kelly          783434              

Mobile 07714481089       liz.kelly@jcpce.com                                                                  

 Brownies:   6.00pm     Susan Fairgrieve .         s.fairgrieve21@gmail 

 Guides and Rangers:  from 7.00pm                   Liz Kelly 

Mobile 07714481089                         liz.kelly@jcpce.com                 

783434 

 Ladies Coffee Club: 3.00pm (3rd Tues)                                   

(From September)  Contact: Sarah Cleverley 

 

515257 

 Cobweb Orchestra 7.30 – 9.30pm In the Sanctuary 

Contact: Christine Oakes 518608 or Penny Oxley 514612 

 

   

WED Morning Badminton:  9.30am           (From September)              

Sarah Cleverley         

 

515257 

 Knitter, Natter Crafts & Chatter 2.00 – 4.00pm                    

(From September)                                        Joan Cooper 

 

515682 

   

THURS Morning Badminton: 10.00-12.00    (From September)           

Allen Oakes  allen@oakesa.co.uk 

 

   

SAT Country Dance Club: (Varies from month to month) 

 Contact:   Shirley Forster 

 

   

SUN Orchestra: Norm. 4th Sunday                 Andrew Hamnett 

 (not August)                                            Christine Oakes                     

518485 

518608 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Worship at St George’s United Reformed Church 
 

Sun 1st 10.30am Morning Worship Joint service with MMC at SGURC 

Wed 4th 12.30pm WOW  Midweek Service 

Sun 8th 10.00am Joint Service at Morpeth Methodist Church 

Wed 12.30pm WOW Midweek Service 

Sun 15th  10.30am Morning Worship Joint service with MMC at SGURC 

Wed 12.30pm WOW Midweek Service 

Sun 22nd 10.00am Joint Service at Morpeth Methodist Church  

Wed 12.30pm WOW Midweek Service 

Sun 29th 10.30am Morning Worship Joint service with MMC at SGURC 

   

 

 

Steward’s Duty Rota July and August  
 

Sunday 1st August Gordon Slack and Karen Howe 

Sunday 8th August Joint Service at Morpeth Methodist Church 

Sunday 15th August Joan Cooper and Helen Muckle 

Sunday 22nd August Joint Service at Morpeth Methodist Church 

Sunday 29th August Sarah Cleverley and Gillian Irvine 

 
 
Flower Rota for August 

1st Flower Committee 

8th At MMC 

15th Flower Committee 

22nd At MMC 

29th Jean Elliott 

 

 

 

The next joint newsletter with Widdrington & Bavington URC’s                               

covers events in SEPTEMBER  

The deadline is Sunday 22ndh August   

 Please do not wait for the deadline if you already have  

articles ready to be included. 

Please contact Stephanie. E-mail: robson-robson@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Minister, Revd Julian Sanders is at present on Sabbatical  

 

The online Parish Pump site supplies material for newsletter editors to use in 

the absence of a minister. This month the message ‘From the Vicar’ is very 

topical for the time of year. 

 

August is the month when schools are off and many of us go on holiday. This 

year will be very different, with many opting for a ‘staycation’! The good news is 

that Jesus offers us a true rest:  

‘Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take 

My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and 

you will find rest for your souls.’ (Matthew 11: 28-29). Are you feeling tired or 

burdened and in need of a holiday? Jesus invites you to spend it with Him! 

 

The Invitation: 

Our holiday destination is Jesus Himself: ‘Come to me, all you who are weary and 

burdened.’ We can come just as we are, with all the burdens and sadness we carry 

from the last 18 months. Jesus doesn’t offer a ‘quick fix’ to deal with our issues; 

He simply offers Himself!  

  

The Promise: 

Jesus promises us the gift of refreshing, sustaining and everlasting rest. When we 

go on holiday, we usually look forward to doing very little and yet this is not the 

kind of rest Jesus offers. His rest involves taking up His yoke and learning from 

Him! A yoke was the wooden collar that ran across the shoulders of a pair of oxen 

to enable them to work the fields. Jesus says: ‘My yokes fit well. They do not rub 

your neck and shoulders. Come to me and get yoked to Me. Make an act of loyal 

obedience and trust in Me. And you will find a deep peace and satisfaction that 

you could never find anywhere else. I have come for you!’ 

What’s so amazing about this holiday is that you can get rest by simply staying at 

home! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:robson-robson@hotmail.co.uk


 

Worship Guidelines for August 

 

 Using the guidelines sent from the Synod Moderators and guidelines from 

Morpeth Methodist Church the following advice has been put in place regarding 

changes to Worship at St George’s since the lifting of restrictions. 

These may be amended from time to time as further advice or guidelines are 

given from the Government or the Synod Moderators. 

We are looking forward to worshipping together with our friends from Morpeth 

Methodist Church in our joint services this summer.  

In order to keep each other safe we suggest the following guidelines. 

We must maintain a safe environment for both Ministers and congregation.                 

We therefore recommend continuing social distancing in open areas and 

encourage the wearing of face masks within the building.  

We encourage everyone to continue to use hand sanitizer when entering the 

building. We will continue to maintain a careful cleaning routine within church by 

wiping down contact points such as door handles switches etc. When singing 

hymns in church please do so wearing a facemask in consideration of those 

around you. All rows will be open and you are welcome to sit together in the 

seating in the centre of church and the street side. For those who wish to 

continue social distancing we will have a designated area which will be in the 

south transept and the river side. 

There will be no coffee served after the services in August. 

 

 
 

I imagine most of you will know that Jared died peacefully in Cramlington 

Hospital in the early hours of Saturday 29th May his eldest son Ian by his side.  

Although it was a great shock, he was extremely frail and was in great need of 

expert care. He was so very brave over the months as his condition worsened. 

‘I’ll start to worry when I get a diagnosis’ was what he said at one point.  By 

April I think he knew he wasn’t going to recover from what we imagined was a 

motor neurone condition. He was never diagnosed. 

He was such an accomplished person.  All his God given gifts were used to the 

full and we shall all remember him in many different ways; singing, acting, 

dancing, and helping out where he could. He was a talented sportsman, County 

badminton and archery, bowls and table tennis and his thirst for knowledge was 

immense.  Nothing appeared to daunt him and he loved a challenge. He was a 

legend.  God rest his soul. 

 

 

 

                                   Refugees and Asylum Seekers   

 August 2021 

WERS 

The work of WERS continues and their website has been updated to give details 

and photos of individual projects which they are running.   

They are currently running their drop-in sessions on Mondays and Wednesdays 

from 10-1, and sessions by appointment on Mondays and Wednesdays between 2 

and 4.  There are volunteering opportunities for people to work within their 

Skillsmatch project as well as within WERS itself.  Their befriending service is 

largely operating remotely still. 

They are continuing to work collaboratively with the local food bank, local 

charities and local community organisations to offer practical support.  One thing 

they are putting a lot of emphasis on at the moment is their garden.  They are 

appealing for any donations of plants and cuttings.  Any donations can be taken 

on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays and if no one is there to receive them 

they can be left inside the garden gate.  They specifically suggest spring bulbs, 

hostas, ferns, lungwort, masterwort, hardy geranium and helebore, climbing 

hydrangia and foxglove seeds.  

WERS is also campaigning, alongside other groups against the current 

government proposed reforms of asylum seeking.  Details about this can be found 

on their website www.wers.org.uk where there is also a lot of myth busting 

information. 

Justice and Peace  

The Justice & Peace Project in Newcastle currently has 323 clients they are 

working with, although this number underrepresents the number who benefit 

from the project as many receive support on behalf of their whole family.  They 

are welcoming on average 20 new clients a month.  In June they provided over 

600 bags of food to clients, which had a financial value of over £3000! They are 

using the centre in line with covid secure regulations and welcome people there 

for support and to collect food etc but as yet they are still unable to restart their 

social activities.  In collaboration with St Vincent de Paul in June they also 

provided nearly 250 instances of practical support in terms of items like clothing, 

shoes, toys, baby equipment etc.   

On Monday 19th July they are hosting a pop-up vaccination centre & have been 

encouraging their clients to attend for vaccinations.  They have been encouraged 

by the numbers who report having already been vaccinated. 

Sara Harris, Project Coordinator at J&P, told me that they have funding from 

September for a Project Worker (12 hours a week, on Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays) and this opportunity will be advertised shortly.  Watch this space.  

Please remember both WERS and Justice & Peace in your prayers and in your 

giving.                                                                               Margaret Brock 

http://www.wers.org.uk/


 

The United Reformed Church Finance Committee thank you letter from the 

Denomination’s Treasurer and Deputy Treasurer regarding the 2020 

MINISTRY AND MISSION FUND giving  

  

To: All members and adherents of  

United Reformed Churches and our Local Ecumenical Partnerships 

   

It would be fair to describe the year-and-a-bit since March 2020 as having been 

“different”, wouldn’t it? Lots of us have experienced loss of loved ones, loss of 

income and perhaps jobs. All have experienced periods of lockdown; periods 

without ‘non-essential’ shops; and continuous and extensive disruption to our 

‘normal’ social interactions and relationships. The world we thought we 

understood and could take for granted has been utterly transformed. How many 

of us imagined at the start of 2020 that we could go months without a haircut or 

without people not in our ‘bubble’ entering our homes? 

As members of United Reformed Church congregations ourselves, we understand 

much of what your church community has experienced since March 2020. The 

absence of what is now regularly labelled “in-person worship” for much (or all) of 

this time has compelled us to turn to other ways of being church. Buildings in 

which we used to praise God regularly have been shut, both to regular worshipers 

and others who might have sought solace within their walls during these 

desperate and troubling times. It has been hard to maintain close fellowship with 

people we only meet over Zoom (or the like) – if we are digitally enabled. 

Financially, things have been extremely tough too. Plate offerings have collapsed; 

some regular givers have had to reduce or entirely stop giving to support God’s 

work; and those churches which hire out their premises have seen income from 

that source disappear. 

At denominational level, we feared that these financial troubles would spell 

disaster for the URC’s Ministry and Mission (‘M&M’) fund through which the URC 

has always supported and developed our stipendiary ministers and Church 

Related Community Workers. It would have been all too easy for congregations 

to forget that for almost 49 years this fund (under various names) has provided 

stipends, pension contributions and training for all ministers throughout the three 

nations in which the URC operates: so that ministry reaches where synods judge it 

to be most needed and is paid for according to each congregation’s ability to 

contribute (though the ways of determining that vary from synod to synod). It 

was all very well to remind ourselves that the M&M fund is meant to be the first 

call on every congregation’s resources if the undertaking to financially support 

our ministers is to be honoured.                                                                                          

We feared that drastically reduced income would make that impossible and that, 

because the need was less visible than the other calls on your diminished 

resources, payments to the M&M fund would have stopped first.  

We are sorry if we ever doubted you.   

It quickly became apparent that, although some congregations had to reduce 

their pledged giving to the M&M fund, many more of you were continuing to 

meet the 2020 commitments you had made during better times, despite the 

struggles that required. At the start of that year we had been expecting churches 

and synods to contribute around £18.5 million to the fund. By the year end, all 

but half-a-million pounds of that had been received. Since Church House staff 

and committees managed to reduce their budgeted expenditure by almost £1 

million, your money enabled us to meet the full costs of our Ministries, Education 

& Learning, Children’s and Youth Work and Mission departments in 2020 as well 

as covering amounts spent on safeguarding, denominational governance and 

communications.What is perhaps even more amazing is that, collectively, you 

have pledged to give £17.3 million during 2021 despite the financial problems 

caused by the pandemic being fully apparent well before your offers for this year 

were made.  

We are always grateful for the financial support given each year to the M&M fund 

by all of you; but this past year has been phenomenal.  

Thank you to those of you who have been able to maintain or increase financial 

support for your church congregation through this difficult time. That has 

enabled those responsible for your congregation’s finances to keep more money 

flowing to the M&M fund than we expected.  

Thank you for all your previous financial support to those of you who, after 

prayerful consideration, have had to reduce or stop giving in response to your 

changed financial circumstances. 

  

Thank you for the pledges your congregation has made about contributing to the 

M&M fund during 2021 even though you were by then aware of the impact the 

pandemic was having on your local congregation’s finances. 

  

Thank you in anticipation for what you agree to offer to the M&M fund during 

2022 to enable the denomination to deliver ministry, education and learning, 

children’s work and mission activity on God’s (and your) behalf. 

We are aware that synods have played a significant part in encouraging and 

supporting many congregations with their contributions to the M&M fund. We 

have separately written to Synod Treasurers to express our thanks to them and 

their colleagues too.  

  



Of course, our giving for God’s work is in response to the amazing generosity and 

love of God which we see in Jesus.    Nonetheless, it is important for us to thank 

every one of you for what you do for God, your congregation and its and our 

denominational finances.  

Thank you!   

If you have any questions or comments arising from this letter, please speak to 

your church treasurer who has been provided with more detailed information.  If 

they are not able to help directly then they can get in touch with the finance team 

at Church House. 

 Yours in Christ, Ian Hardie (Treasurer) and John Piper (Deputy Treasurer) 

       On behalf of the whole United Reformed Church Finance Committee 

  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

Word Search for August 
 

The Transfiguration 

On 6 August the Church remembers the 

Transfiguration of Jesus. The story is 

told in Matthew 17, Mark 9 and Luke 9. 

The mountain may well have been one 

of the three high spurs of Mount 

Hermon, which rises to 9,000 feet. Jesus 

was suddenly transfigured before Peter, 

James and John. His face began to shine 

as the sun, his garments became white 

and dazzling. Then Elijah and Moses 

appeared, but why? These two men represent the Law and the Prophets of the 

Old Covenant, or Old Testament. But both the Law and the Prophets found their 

true and final fulfilment in Jesus, the Messiah. Elijah and Moses were handing on 

the baton, if you like. Now God’s dwelling with mankind would depend on the 

New Covenant based on Jesus’ death on the cross. 

 

Transfiguration   Mountain   Peter   James   John  Radiant  Beloved  Son   Well 

Pleased   Dwelling   Mankind   New   covenant   Face   Exodus   Mount  

Sinai   Sealing   Moses   Law   Elijah   prophets.  Solution on page 20 

 

 

 

An extract from the Lit& Phil’s spring newsletter of an article about Dermot 

Killingley who plays in the church orchestra. 

Lit & Phil with Dermot Killingley 

Reading: There’s a table in my sitting-room with books to read in the evening, 

which I don’t always catch up with because I’m a slow reader. Recently I read 

Juliana Mensah’s complex and moving new début novel Castles from Cobwebs. 

There’s non-fiction, mainly historical, and poetry— Heaney, Norman Nicholson, 

my late wife Siew-Yue Killingley, her favourite George Herbert, and others.   

Writing: My job was teaching Sanskrit and Indian cultural history, so much of what 

I’ve written is on that. I write poems when they demand to be written: when I’m 

moved by something in my personal life, by an event or situation such as the 

pandemic, or by a poem that I find myself arguing with. Two literary triumphs: a 

French sonnet I wrote in memory of my wife was beautifully read at a festival, and 

a poem inspired by an ancient Indian philosopher was included in a book on the 

Upanishads.                                                                                                                  

Walking: I walk and cycle, without being a serious walker or cyclist. I’m fortunate 

in living near Jesmond Dene. Walks there are like sentences in a language: infinite 

possibilities from a finite set of resources. When I’m away (which I haven’t been 

for over a year) I walk or cycle in the Loire Valley, in the Wirral where I grew up, in 

Ireland where I belong, or wherever I stay with family or friends. With Dermot 

Killingley Holidaying I go to see people, not places. I go by train and ship 

wherever possible. I remember when sea travel was the normal way to cross the 

world, and have been three times through the Suez Canal. My wife and I used to 

hire a flat in Tours every year, and I still do so when I can. We went first to see the 

Loire châteaux, but she was so good at talking to people, in several languages, 

that we went back to see friends.                                                                                                   

Eating: I cook for myself; nothing fancy. I don’t buy anything ready-made except 

bread and biscuits. I sometimes make soda bread too. I eat out when I’m away 

from home; I especially like La souris gourmande in Tours.                                              

Relaxing: I try to play the viola, and sometimes sing.  I do a bit in the garden, but 

not much. When I trim the shrubs I feel I’m battling with the forces of chaos. I’m 

addicted to the Guardian cryptic crossword, so I give it up every Lent, and 

memorize poems instead. I’ve now got a stock of them, so I can accompany my 

walks with The Wreck of the Deutschland, Little Gidding, Donne’s sonnets, or 

something else. 

Dermot Killingley taught Indian Studies at the University of Malaya, and then 

Religious Studies at Newcastle University. He is chair of the S. Y. Killingley Memorial 

Trust (www.syktrust.org.uk), and one of the editors of Religions of South Asia. He 

joined the Lit & Phil in 2012.  

  



PLANT SALE 2021 
 

The Annual Plant Sale this year was a real challenge for everyone involved. The 

extremely cold weather beforehand meant that those bringing on seedlings not 

only lost many of them to the frost but also were not able to put them out of the 

greenhouses for hardening off until the very last couple of weeks. The COVID 

Pandemic also meant that we were not sure if the Sale could take place but with 

careful planning and a team of willing helpers the event went ahead.  
 

This was the first Community Event we were able to hold following the restrictions 

that were being imposed on church gatherings and it was necessary to have it in 

the church car park. However, it proved to be very popular and successful and 

worked on so many positive levels. The day was fine and the buyers turned up in 

greater numbers than expected. 
 

Masks were worn by all and our two ‘bouncers’ on the gates, namely Andrew and 

Julian, kept the queue in order and regulated the numbers allowed in the car 

park. Team Vermaas with the help of Noah manned the two Tombola stalls, a new 

initiative for the event.  
 

Mary and brother in 

law Ken brought on 

over half the plants 

and vegetables on 

sale and with Louise, 

Ken, Penny, 

Christine and Joyce 

manned the stalls.  
 

Gillian kept a 

watching brief over 

the whole sale 

event. Church and 

Community came 

together in this fun 

and fellowship event 

under the wonderful backdrop of the church encircled in hundreds of flags 

organised by Joan, marking the reopening of our continued service to the town 

after a very difficult period.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The amazing total of £1279, which included presales by Gillian and Mary, was 

raised for church funds. Thank you to everyone who was involved in the actual 

sale, the supply of plants and who supported the event. 

                                                                                            Gillian Irvine  

 

 

Allen and I are delighted to announce the safe arrival on July 22nd of                                        

our grandaughter in Luxembourg, 

Fergus and Maria’s first baby is named Livia,Ilona,Heloise Eskola- Oakes 

 

 

 

 

The Cobweb Orchestra has resumed meeting at St George's on Tuesday 

Evenings at 7.30 in the Sanctuary 

For any further information See The Cobweb Orchestra website  or contact 

Christine Oakes or Penny Oxley. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Autumn Lunchtime Concerts 

 

It is with great anticipation and fingers crossed that we look forward to two 

Lunchtime Concerts in September and October. 

On Sept 22nd The Virtuoso Jazz Trio is booked to open the Autumn Series. 

Numbers able to attend will very much depend upon United Reform Church 

advice at the time so there will be a further update as soon as we receive it.            

On October 20th we look forward to a concert given by Jessica Graham (violin) 

and Rachel Jeffers (flute) in a programme of familiar and much loved concert 

pieces.                                                                                                                                 

All are giving their services at a reduced rate. 

 

Further concerts are planned for the Autumn but we need to be cautious about 

committing at present to definite future plans. We do not intend to have 

sponsors or special ticket prices for this period and if there is a restriction upon 

numbers we will have to increase our charges to £4 per concert in order to help 

finance the series as we will already be dipping into our reserves. Unfortunately 

Royal Northern Sinfonia artists will have to be delayed until 2022. 

Whilst excited at the possibility of resuming normal service, we both feel that 

caution needs to be exercised and we hope you will support us in this. We will do 

all we can to bring the Lunchtime Concerts back to you as soon as we can. We 

know how much they have been missed. 

 

                                                                       Gillian and Ken 

 

 
 

An appeal from Carol Dixon 
 

Some of you may remember taking part in the Roger Jones musical 'Saints Alive' 

in our church some years ago (in the 1990s I think).  I am looking for a copy of the 

sheet music for the final song 'All people that on earth do dwell' that went with a 

great swing.  I have a copy of the song as an mp3 but don't want to buy the 

entire booklet of the notation just to get the music for one song so I would be 

very grateful if I could borrow a copy.   

                                                                           Many thanks.  Carol 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Knitter Natter Coffee group 
 

We very much enjoyed our short time meeting and 

catching up together after lockdown, our group 

has now stopped for our summer break, we will 

restart on Wednesday 8th. September from             

2-4 pm. Please enter by the front door.   
 

     Stay safe  Joan Cooper  

 

 

 

St. George’s Church Orchestra News Update 
 

SGURC Orchestra may not have appeared to play during morning worship on 

Sundays since the church has been open because of Covid restrictions.                      

However we have played virtually for a number of the on line You Tube services 

including the Junior Church Nativity. This involved several brave volunteers who 

played and recorded their part along to a given metronome beat without 

hesitation or any individual interpretation. Very tricky to do as we all found out! 
 

The separate recordings were then sent to Allen who had the very time 

consuming job of combining all our efforts Micro seconds difference in timing 

required endless patience to resolve! 
 

However we are now able to meet again to play in the Sanctuary following Covid 

safety guidelines. 
 

We have been meeting fortnightly on Friday mornings at 10.30 since June and 

have had an average of 5-6 different players which has been great fun socially as 

well as musically. 
 

Anyone interested in playing and has some sight reading ability, please contact 

Christine Oakes 01670 518608 or oakescm@yahoo.co.uk 
 

We look forward, hopefully, to being able to resume playing for worship on the 

last Sunday of the month starting in September. 
 

    Christine Oakes Orchestra Coordinator 

 

 

 

Badminton Clubs 

 
Tuesday and Thursday morning sessions - 

start 10:00am; finish                             
12:00 noon 

 

Costs are: 
£10.00 per year membership (but that entitles you to come to any/all of 

the 3 weekly sessions). 
£2:00 per session attended. 

 

My contact details are 
Email (preferred) allen@oakesa.co.uk 
Telephone 01670-518608 
 

There are no plans at present for a restart of the Thursday evening 
session.   
If any questions, please get back to me. 
 

       Allen Oakes 

Wednesday Morning Badminton 
 

We plan to restart badminton on Wednesday 8th September.  More 
details in the September newsletter.  
       Sarah Cleverley 
  

 

                                 St George’s Ladies Coffee Club 
 

We plan to have our first meeting on Tuesday 21st 
September.  More details in the September newsletter  
      
       Sarah Cleverley                       
 
 

 

mailto:oakescm@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St James the Least of All 
 
The Revd Dr Gary Bowness continues his tongue-in-cheek 
letters from ‘Uncle Eustace’… 
Press one for vicar, two for curate....12 for prayer.... 
 

The Rectory, St James the Least of All 
 

My dear Nephew Darren,  
Now you have got your new telephone system in the parish, I shall not be calling 
you again. I refuse to wait for ten minutes every time I ring to have to listen to 
the cycle of ‘press 1 for the vicar, 2 for the curate, 3 for the secretary’, until we 
end with ‘12 for requests for prayer.’ I was tempted to leave a message on 12 to 
ask that the wretched machine would break down, but then realised I would have 
to call a second time to leave a message on 13 for making a confession.  
And if I have to listen one more time to someone playing ‘Thine be the glory’ on 
one finger on an electric organ while I am ‘on hold’ I will have him 
excommunicated. At least you have the grace not to ask me not to hang up, as 
my call is important to you. I would even warm to your system if a voice 
occasionally said that they couldn’t care less whether I hung up or not, as my call 
was utterly irrelevant to them. 
Those poor people who have to wait to reach 7 for leaving messages regarding 
marriages might as well leave a second message on 8 for baptisms, and save on a 
large phone bill in months to come. As for 9 for funerals, entire families could be 
born, marry and die before they reach that one. And may I suggest that your car 
parking attendant who stuck a note on my windscreen telling me not to park 
there again is given the number 666. 
My own answer phone tells people firmly that the machine does not accept 
incoming messages, and that I only answer personally on Thursdays between 
10am and 12 noon, provided nothing better has turned up. Alternatively, they 
could write me a letter which may (or may not) be answered, at my convenience.  
As for the few who have got hold of my mobile number, my response is to say 
that I am just about to enter a tunnel and then to switch it off. Callers from other 
parts of the country now believe that the parish of St James the Least is 
honeycombed by mile-long tunnels, making communication all but impossible.  
You can now be assured that your new system means you will be contactable at 
any moment, wherever you happen to be. But don’t call me to complain and 
expect to receive sympathy; I shall be just about to enter a tunnel.  
      Your loving uncle,  Eustace 
 



Sudoku for August.   Solution on page 20 

Children’s Kitchen Terms… 
 

BOIL: The point a parent reaches upon 

hearing “Yuck” before a food is even 

tasted. 

CASSEROLE: Combination of favourite 

foods that go uneaten because they 

are mixed together. 

DESSERT: The reason for eating a 

meal. 

EVAPORATE: Magic trick performed by 

children when it comes time to clear 

the table. 

FRUIT:  Something that is never to be 

confused with dessert. 

REFRIGERATOR: A very expensive 

and inefficient room air conditioner 

when not being used as an art gallery. 

TABLE LEG:  Percussion instrument. 

 

 

How old… 

A young child asked a woman how 

old she was. She answered, “39 and 

holding.” 

The child thought for a moment, then 

wondered, “And how old would you 

be if you let go?” 

 

Good camping advice… 

 Going camping this month?  Take 

along a tuba or a drum and carefully 

place it beside your tent.  It will keep 

the spaces on either side of your tent 

well and truly vacant. 

 

 

 

Crossword for August  

 

Across:  1   Of Moses (6) 

4   ‘You have been weighed on the — 

and found wanting’     (Daniel 5:27) (6) 

7   Where Jesus performed the first of 

his miraculous signs (John 2:11)  (4) 

8   Roman emperor who ordered all the 

Jews to leave Rome (Acts 18:2)  (8) 

9   Member of a conservative Jewish 

party in the Sanhedrin which believed 

there was no resurrection     (Acts 23:8) 

(8) 13  South London Mission (1,1,1) 

16  Sure of one’s own ability (2 

Corinthians 11:17) (4-9) 

17 ‘At this the man’s face fell. He went away — , because he had great wealth’ 

(Mark 10:22) (3) 19  Airs used (anag.) (8)  24  ‘The Lord is my — , I shall not be 

in want’ (Psalm 23:1) (8)  25  ‘He has sent me to — up the broken-hearted’ 

(Isaiah 61:1) (4)  26  At or towards the rear of a ship (6) 

27  Cross-carrying evangelist and world traveller, — Blessitt (6).  

Down:  1  Ridicule (Luke 18:32) (4)  2  Encased in strapped-on light shoes (Song 

of Songs 7:1) (9)  3  Cambridge Inter-Collegiate Christian Union (1,1,1,1,1) 

4  ‘Father, give me my — of your estate’ (Luke 15:12) (5)  5  Assistant (4) 

6  On a par (John 5:18) (5)  10 Credo (anag.) (5)  11 Beaten with a rod (5) 

12 The fourth of Job’s ‘comforters’, who deferred making his contribution 

because of his junior status    (Job 32:6) (5) 

13 Chosen as a temple attendant, he was described by Ezra as ‘a capable man’ 

(Ezra 8:18) (9)  14 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where — 

and rust destroy’ (Matthew 6:19) (4)  15 Employs (4) 

18 Associated with penitence for sins, along with sackcloth (Matthew 11:21) (5) 

20 Association of South-East Asian Nations (1,1,1,1,1) 

21 Sub-continent to which Baptist missionary pioneer William Carey devoted his 

life (5)  22 Recess at east end of a church (4) 

23 One of the nine sons of Beriah (1 Chronicles 8:15) (4). Solution on page 20 

 

 

Good and bad…An honest confession is good for the soul – but probably bad for 

the reputation. 
 

Hobby… It seems that those who have hobbies rarely go crazy.  But what about 

those of us who have to live with those who have hobbies? 

 



 

Here is the news for Great Bavington United Reformed Church 
 

Services 

On 1 August, the service (at 6.30pm) will be led by the Widdrington URC Worship 

Group. 

There will be no service on 15 August, because –if it is possible for it to go ahead 

– it will be Thockrington Fete that day. 

  

The services in September will be on 5th and 19th, both at 6.30pm, and will be led 

by Julian. 

  

For any church matters which arise during Julian's sabbatical (until the end of 

August), please contact the Church Secretary: 01830 

540350, bavingtonchurch@gmail.com 

  

As usual, please check on the Facebook 

page https://www.facebook.com/GreatBavingtonURC nearer the time in case 

there are any changes. 

  

Opening the church for visitors 

The church will be open for visitors every day from 19 July.  You can take shelter 

from the sun and rain, fill up your water bottle, and the loo is available. 

  

November Club St Oswald's Way Walk 

By the time you read this, we will have welcomed a group of November Club 

walkers as they walked from Gt Whittington to Kirkwhelpington on 24 July as part 

of Walk In Your Shoes.  They are walking St Oswald's Way to meet communities 

along the route. November Club is a Northumberland theatre company telling 

unexpected stories of people and places.  There will be more walks further along 

St Oswald's Way during August, details 

here: https://www.novemberclub.org.uk/Event/walk-in-your-shoes-

doorstep-theatre 

  

Bavington Parish Council Meeting 

The meeting will be held in the Church Meeting Room at 7.00pm on Thursday 5 

August.  Further information from the Parish Clerk: 

clairemillerparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk 

  

 

 

History Night and other social events 

Although covid restrictions are due to be lifted on 19 July, it does not necessarily 

mean that resuming History Night and other social events in the church is a good 

idea at this stage, so announcements will be posted on the Facebook page when 

events do resume. 

  

Bats 

The church has recently had its quinquennial survey, and it will be necessary to do 

some repairs to the roof space (increasing ventilation to reduce dampness).  As 

there is evidence of bats living in the roof space, Ryal Ecology carried out a bat 

survey in June which showed that there is a good population of Natterer's bats, 

which are quite uncommon in the UK, and of common and soprano pipestrelles. 

A licence will be obtained and the roof repairs will be done at the time of year 

when the maternity roosts will not be disturbed. 

        Nicola 

  

 

Puzzle Solutions 

Crossword:  Across:  1  Mosaic; 4  Scales; 7  Cana; 8  Claudius; 9  Sadducee; 13 

SLM; 16 Self-confident; 17 Sad; 19 Radiuses; 24 Shepherd; 25 Bind; 26 Astern; 27 

Arthur 

Down: 1 Mock; 2 Sandalled; 3 CICCU; 4 Share; 5 Aide; 6 Equal; 10 Décor;11 Caned; 

12 Elihu; 13 Sherebiah; 14 Moth; 15 Uses; 18 Ashes; 20 ASEAN; 21 India; 22 Apse; 

23 Eder 
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WIDDRINGTON UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

PRAYING TOGETHER 

During August please pray for:                                                                                          

People in war zones and refugees                                                                                            

Those suffering religious persecution (of any faith) and                                                      

The kidnap victims of Nigeria                                                                                       

Victims of natural disasters                                                                                                     

The work of relief agencies 

Those suffering from Covid19 throughout the world, especially in countries where 

health services are less advanced. That vaccines may be fairly distributed. Pray 

especially for India.                                                                                                            

Health workers, shop workers, delivery drivers, postmen and anyone else doing 

essential work at this time.                                                                                            

Farmers and farm workers; pray for the harvest.                                                               

Researchers working on covid19 vaccine and treatments and teams working to 

deliver the vaccines.                                                                                                         

Those who have still to receive the vaccine; vaccine delivery in third world 

countries.                                                                                                                         

Those whose mental health has suffered over the past year.                                                

The homeless. Your neighbours 

"Prayer, the Churches banquet, Angels age, 

God's breath in man, returning to his birth, 

The soul in paradise, heart in pilgrimage, 

The Christian plummet, sounding heav'n and earth" (George Herbert) 
 

Seven days without prayer makes one weak 

 

WIDDRINGTON CHURCH NEWS 

 

I’d like to invite everybody to contribute information that they think might be of 

interest. Just give me the details in writing either on a piece of paper or by email 

to elliemist@gmail.com and I’ll do the rest. (I’d still welcome articles though). 

Perhaps you have some reflections on our situation which you'd like to share?  

 

 

The Copy Date for each magazine is the Sunday prior to the 20th of the month 

before the next issue. If you miss the deadline your contribution may have to be 

held over to the next issue. 

The Newsletter is being delivered by email to those whose email address we have. 

If you have received a paper copy, and you have an email address, please contact 

me as above. As well as saving printing and posting costs, it will enable us to send 

you other relevant information, and links to worship resources. 

 

Flowers: Flowers for August by Kathleen and for September by Fiona. Gifts of 

garden flowers or cash donations would be appreciated. 

  

Easy Fund Raising (Easy?) Do you shop online? Have you joined Easy Fund 

Raising yet? If not, now would be a good time to get busy! The chances are that 

your vendor will be part of Easy Fund Raising. Amazon and John Lewis are, for 

instance. This means that if you register for Easy Fund Raising at 

easyfundraising.org.uk  and select Widdrington United Reformed Church as your 

Good Cause 1 or 2 % of the purchase price of your item will come to us at no 

extra cost to yourself. Please talk to Fiona about it soon (though you can easily 

register with no help from me, as all our members have discovered). We have 

raised over £335 so far with just ten members. We missed out on the last 

quarter's payout (we get paid if at least £15.00 has been raised), but hopefully 

should have enough by the next quarter. This is actually June, but payout is two 

months in arrears, so we should know by the September magazine. 

 

Social:  

Our social events begin with Coffee Club at Cook's Hemmel by kind invitation of 

Mrs Diana Hogg on Tuesday 3rd August at 10.30am. We also hope to have the 

August Bank Holiday Coffee Morning on August 30th. Let's make it special. 

Worship: 

Sunday worship continues throughout August.  Please join us  when you feel able. 

Wearing face covering is now voluntary. Continue if you feel you need to. You will 

still be asked to sign in (for track and trace purposes - visitors will be asked for 

contact details) and to sanitize your hands on entry. Offering plates will continue 

to be placed at the back of church during August. Please place your offering in 

them either when you come in, or before leaving.* 
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We will be serving coffee/tea after the service for those who feel able to partake. 

Don't worry if you don't feel able to stay yet. 

For those who don't feel able to return to church, during Julian's sabbatical, there 

is a plan for services from St George's to be recorded and broadcast later in the 

day (or possibly Monday) so there will continue to  be worship at home available. 

Preachers scheduled for August are: 

1st.    Annetta Reid 

8th     Worship Group 

15th.  David Rogers 

22nd. Worship Group 

29th  Val Mace 

* We hope to recommence the practice of taking up the offering within the 

service from September. If you were on the Door and Offering Rota before March 

2020, p!ease let me know if you are willing to return. If anybody else would be 

willing to join the Rota please let me know too. I need this information no later 

than 15th August. 

 

Regular events: 

1st Tuesday: Coffee Club meets on the 1st Tuesday in the month  from 3rd 

August, when we will go to Cook's Hemmel from 10.30. Liv Walden will be 

organising future venues. 

 

1st  Wednesday: Prayer Group: Prayer Group in August will be in person at 

Cook's Hemmel, at 7.00pm on Wednesday 4th. 

 

New Venture: On Thursdays from 5th August the church will be open for Prayer 

Refreshments and Fellowship from 10.30am to 12.30pm. We would love to see 

you. If you would be interested in joining the stewarding Rota (we need two 

people each week) please let me know. 

 

Facebook: If you are on Facebook, have you checked out our Facebook page yet? 

Search for Widdrington United Reformed Church. Please like us and let me know 

if you think I’ve missed anything that should be on. The page now has 168 likes, 

with another 5 people 'following '! Any information we have about service 

arrangements will be published there. Thanks to Liv for her contributions. 

 

 

 

Please note: Sean, our sheep, has his own Facebook page! Search for ‘Sean'. Sean 

now has 24  (+2 following!) page 'likes' but he wants some more, so please tell 

your friends about him! He is really happy to see us back! 

The website is at: www.widdringtonurc.org.uk    

I'd appreciate some help to improve it, as it's very wordy at the moment, partly 

because I'm happiest with words. I'm still looking for volunteers to be additional 

site editors. Someone with hardware that can post pictures would be good. 

We are now considering a relaunch - watch this space.     
 

New ventures:  

We will have more information about our new ventures in future magazines, and 

on Facebook. The schemes are: 

Sight loss Friendly Church: we are listed on the website. We make every effort to 

support people who have a visual impairment   

Breastfeeding Friendly Church: we are also listed on this website 

Ecochurch: see below 

Child Friendly Church: in progress 

We are also looking into Dementia Friendly Church 
 

In relation to Ecochurch: the bee bombs have been sown but we fear the grass has 

been too strong for them. We may have to have a plan b! We have been awarded 

15 saplings from the Woodland Trust, and hope to have one (or more) tree 

planting days in November, for these and any memorial trees which are promised.  

Special recycling: Diana collects plastic milk bottle tops, and Charmaine from the 

Methodist Church collects foil. Does anybody else collect anything? 
 

Churches Together in Widdrington and Ulgham 
 

Our Methodist friends have returned to worship in the Community Centre. We wish 

them well. 
 

Any new events will be communicated through Facebook, church notices, or 

directly by phone/word of mouth. There is a meeting in September. 

 

        FEM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


