St George’s, Widdrington
& Great Bavington
United Reformed Churches

Newsletter

Worship at St George’s United Reformed Church for December
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Flower Rota
5
12
19
26

Dorothy Luke 514918
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The next joint newsletter with Widdrington & Bavington URC’s covers
events in February 2022
The deadline is Sunday 23rd January
Please do not wait for the deadline if you already have
articles ready to be included.
Please contact Stephanie. E-mail: robson-robson@hotmail.co.uk
Website: stgeorgesurcmorpeth.org

A message from our Minister Revd Julian Sanders

What’s On at St George’s
SUNDAY FAMILY WORSHIP & JUNIOR CHURCH
10.30 am
MON

TUES

WED

Age UK Exercise 9.00-12.00 noon Ronka Gbadebo 07952381160
Yoga for All: 1.00-2.30pm
Karen Bell 07713629477
bluevalleyyoga@talktalk.net
Age UK Exercise: As above
Morning Badminton 10.00am – 12 noon
Allen Oakes allen@oakesa.co.uk
Rainbows, 5.00pm
Liz Kelly
783434
Mobile 07714481089
liz.kelly@jcpce.com
Brownies: 6.00pm Susan Fairgrieve .
s.fairgrieve21@gmail
Guides and Rangers: from 7.00pm
Liz Kelly 783434
Mobile 07714481089
liz.kelly@jcpce.com
Ladies Coffee Club: 2.00pm (3rd Tues)
nb: new start time
Contact: Sarah Cleverley
515257
Cobweb Orchestra 7.30 – 9.30pm In the Sanctuary
Contact: Christine Oakes 518608 or Penny Oxley 514612
Morning Badminton: 9.30am
Sarah Cleverley
515257
Knitter, Natter Crafts & Chatter 2.00 – 4.00pm
Joan Cooper
515682
Afternoon Bowls 2.00pm Andrew Cleverley
515257
Zumba: 6.00pm High Intensity with Lisa O
on 07507 179 692 or zumbawithlisao@hotmail.com

THURS

Morning Badminton: 10.00-12.00

Allen Oakes

allen@oakesa.co.uk
Zumba: 5.45pm. Low Intensity with Lisa O on 07507
179 692 or email zumbawithlisao@hotmail.com

SAT

SUN

Table Tennis: 10.30 – 12.30 Christine Richardson
Country Dance Club: (Varies from month to month)
Contact: Shirley Forster
Orchestra: Norm. 4th Sunday
Andrew Hamnett
(not August)
Christine Oakes

513913

518485
518608

Dear Friends,
There has been much in the news about ‘cancelling Christmas’ as we enter the
festive season with a heap of uncertainty as to how it will all play out this year.
The COVID pandemic has upset our sentimental idea of how Christmas should be
and disrupted many of the usual family traditions that have become part of our
celebrations.
But beyond visiting the grandchildren’s nativity play, or enjoy the work Christmas
meal, or partying with friends in nightclubs to the wee small hours, there is a
meaning behind Christmas that remains consistent in these confusing times. A
faith that can make a difference in the harsh reality of the darkest days.
As we hear again the story of the nativity, we are reminded of a different
Christmas than that which we encounter on the Christmas cards. A story set
amidst chaos and disruption and oppression and yet one into which a child brings
a message of peace.
When Joseph and Mary turned up at their relatives’ house in Bethlehem, we are
told there was no room for them in the ‘inn’. The word for ‘inn’ is more accurately
translated as ‘guest room’, and if all the living descendants of King David
(including all of Joseph’s family) were descending on the small town of Bethlehem
for the census, then it is not surprising the ‘guest room’ had already been taken.
The family no doubt cleared out the space where normally the animals were
housed, and within the squalour and mess, Mary and Joseph unpacked their
things and awaited the birth of their son.
When Matthew tells the story of Jesus’ birth he reminds us that this is the long
awaited Immanuel who came to be with his people. Immanuel, meaning ‘God
with us’. In the middle of all the chaos, the mess, the laughter, the noise, the
disruption and confusion: God is with us. And it is not long, before the news of
this child born as saviour, brought even great tribulation, as Mary and Joseph
escape the massacre of the innocent children and flee as refugees to Egypt.
Many of our much loved Christmas traditions may well have to be cancelled again
this year as we continue to negotiate our way safely through this pandemic. But
let that not distract us from recognising the God who is with us amidst the mess
and confusion. Let us look past the chaos and mess and noise and disruption that
are around us and open our hearts and minds in welcome. Let us make room in
our lives for this child to be born again in us, and through that hopefully we will
receive the peace we have long been waiting for.
I pray that you all may be filled with joy, and peace, this Christmas, Julian

Refugees and Asylum Seekers December 2021

207 of these were people who had some government support while claiming
asylum and a further 107 clients who were destitute as their claims had been
refused and so all government support had been withdrawn.

West End Refugee Service
At the recent WERS AGM the Chair of Trustees, Les Roberts, said “We are built on
the efforts of our small staff team and a large and growing number of committed
volunteers. We want to create as many chances as possible for refugees to build a
new life for themselves with us, and to be welcomed into a caring society in the
North East. We want to be a significant part of building a society that we can all be
proud of living in.”
He explained that “In 2020-21 we developed and have since recently adopted a 5year strategy. We have a strong track record and our new plan will see us continue
to deliver our core services but they will be reshaped by new priorities. Our revised
MISSION at WERS is to work to achieve positive change for asylum seekers and
refugees through our direct support services, by creating opportunities for people to
engage and thrive in their local communities and through our work raising
awareness, promoting good practice and challenging injustices in the system. We
will become a platform for the voice of the people we support and will ensure their
lived experience shapes all the work we do. “
In the year 2020-2021:•

WERS supported 543 refugees and asylum seekers from 69 countries

•

137 people received hardship payments of £71 per month

•

107 volunteers gave 6669 hours of their time

•

124 people from 62 households were supported by befrienders

•

1770 welfare calls were made

•

£56,489 was raised from community fundraising and donors for project
costs

•

£114,474 was raised from community fundraising and donors for the
hardship fund.

Justice and Peace Project
J&P continues to report the increasing demands on their service. What I find
particularly striking is that they report that during the 3 months up to and
including September they had been supporting 314 clients (some of these
multiple times).

The need is only likely to get greater as more asylum seekers come to the region
and the winter months make their lives more difficult.
J&P reports that they are in the process of recruiting a project worker to support
Sara Harris the Project Coordinator.
Please remember both these projects in your prayers, thinking about
the needs of the refugees and asylum seekers and thanking God for all
those who give their time to support them.
Margaret Brock

Christian Aid
Morpeth Christian Aid group put on a showing of the film “Thank you for
the rain” at The New Life Centre on Saturday November 13th. It was a
moving film showing the efforts of a Kenyan farmer, Kisilu, to get his
village to work together to offset the problems they were facing from
climate change. The timing of this was very appropriate as it coincided
with the attempts of COP26 to agree its commitments for the future.
19 people attended the film showing and St George’s was well
represented. A collection was taken which raised £145, and this together
with the proceeds of the street collection in September (£1070) has been
sent to Christian Aid. Thank you to everyone who donated, collected and
supported these events.
If anyone is interested in the work of Christian Aid, can I remind you that
we are still looking for someone to work with Margaret Johnson as a rep
for St George’s. If you want to know more about what this entails please
talk to me about it.
Thank you Margaret Brock

ADVENT COURSE
There will be 3 sessions looking at Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. We are
running this at the Methodist Church on Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm,
and then repeating the session at the URC Manse on Thursday afternoons at
2:00pm. The dates for the Wednesdays are 1, 8 and 15th, and Thursdays 2nd,
9th and 16th.

A Christmas Carol
By
Dr. Jared Johnson (& Charles Dickens)
“Baa Humbug!”
Saturday 4th December at 7.00pm

A Christmas Carol by Jared Johnson apologies to Charles Dickens
Tickets £8 which includes mince pies and mulled wine are now available
from Christine Oakes 518608
Numbers are limited so please buy or order yours now.
Joann is looking for volunteers to join us on stage,
no previous acting or singing experience required, and definitely no
memorising of words
************

For more information ring Julian on 01670 225539 or email
sanders.julian@ talk21.com.

Camels…
In Jane’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were approaching the inn, over
which was pictured a large star. The third camel and its rider were going directly
away from it. “Why is the third man going in a different direction?” her mother
asked. Jane replied: “Oh, he’s looking for a place to park.”

Decembers Sudoku. Solution on page 20

St George’s United Reformed Church

Angel tidings…The little boy was to be an
angel in the Christmas play and his one
line was: “Behold, I bring you good
tidings.” He asked what tidings were and
his mother explained that the word meant
news.On the night of the play, the
youngster had stage fright and, after a
long silence, blurted out: “Hey, have I got
news for you!”
New bank… Mother decided that ten-year
old Cathy should get something ‘practical’
for Christmas. “Suppose we open a
savings account for you?” she
suggested. Cathy was delighted. “It’s
your account, darling,” mother said as
they arrived at the bank, “so you fill
out the application.” Cathy was doing
fine until she came to the space for
‘Name of your former bank.’ After a
slight hesitation, she put down ‘Piggy’
Long gone… Customer (to
headwaiter): “Just for a point of
information, did the waiter who took
my order leave any family?”
Rolling… Sign on a Scottish golf
course: Members will refrain from
picking up lost balls until they have
stopped rolling.
Replace…Did you know? By replacing
potato chips with grapefruit as a
snack, you can lose up to 90% of what
little joy you still have left in your life.

Bridge Street,
Morpeth

St George’s Ladies Coffee Club
& Flower Committee

Coffee Morning
And Sale of Festive Floral Arrangements
Knitted Crafts and Christmas Decorations
Chutneys, Christmas cake Raffle & Hamper Raffle.

Saturday 11th December
10am – 12 noon In the Hall
Serving Tea, Coffee & Mince
Pies.

Proceeds In Aid of Church Funds

Donations of jams, chutneys and marmalade would be much
appreciated. Please contact Sarah Cleverley tel:- 515257

We thank the members of St George’s Morpeth, Great Bavington and
Widdrington churches for their prayers and support while Carol is in hospital.
She is much improved but still in North Tyneside waiting on her body catching up
with technology. Your continued prayers are very much appreciated and
welcomed.
God bless you all. Carol and Donald Dixon

“Pat, Colin and Angela would like to thank the Church and its members for their
prayers, cards, kindness and unwavering support following the loss of their
beloved Chris.
He’ll be sorely missed by family and friends.
May he rest in peace”

Wordsearch for December
Christmas is nearly here! Two thousand
years ago the Jews were longing for the
coming of their Messiah. The Old Testament
had promised that when He came, He would
preach good news to the poor, bind up the
broken hearted, proclaim freedom for the
captives and release from darkness for the
prisoners, proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favour, comfort all who mourn and to
bestow on His people a crown of beauty instead of ashes. Jesus did all those
things. He was and is the Son of God, and whoever has seen Him has seen the

Father. Whoever believes in Him will have the best gift of all – His Spirit within
them, which gives them eternal life.
Messiah Broken Heart Freedom Darkness Favour Prisoners Comfort Mourn
Bestow Crown Beauty Ashes Son God Jesus Seen Father Whoever longing
Thousand
Solution on page 20

Managers Coffee Morning

There will be boxes for ‘overbought’ goods and other donated items in
both the vestibule and the upstairs kitchen. Please try to bring in anything
you may have beforehand as they will need to be priced up. Items can also
be given to any of the Managers. If this is not possible could you please
bring them along to the coffee morning before it begins in order to help
those managing the stall. Many thanks, Gillian.
CHRISTMAS CONCERT WITH MUSICA JOHANNES
FRIDAY 17th DECEMBER AT 7.00pm
Including mulled wine or fruit juice with nibbles
Enjoy a delightful programme of Christmas music performed by this group of
professional, talented singers and their accompanist on piano and organ.
Musica Johannes’ previous visits to our church with their Remembrance Day
Concert tribute have always been popular and well supported.
This will be a church fund raising event and tickets will be available from mid
November from Gillian and Ken or from the Chantry Tourist Information Centre
priced at £8. Please be aware that if you buy from the Chantry TIC they will
charge us 10%.
Please put this date in your diary and let your friends and neighbours know
about it.

Lunchtime Concerts – Winter/Spring Series 2022
Wednesdays 12.30 – 1.30pm
Doors open at Noon
We are now able to give you a list of forthcoming concerts in the New Year.
January 19th David Hedley (Oboe)
This is a return visit by this fine young Oboist who has recently completed studies
at the Royal College of Music.
Feb 16th Chamber Choir & Music Pupils at KEVI School.
Annual visit by our local school young musicians. Always a popular event.
March 16th The Grainger Singers
Again, a return visit by this local choral group

April 6th Iona Brown (Violin) & David Murray (Piano)
Iona & David were due to perform in 2020 when lockdown came into force
so we are very pleased to welcome them back again.
Admission will be £4.00
Tea and Coffee available from Noon

Knitter Natter Coffee group
Our last meeting for this session will be on
15th December and we will restart on 12th January
We hope to see you at our stall at the
Christmas Coffee morning on 11th December
Joan Cooper

St George’s Ladies Coffee Club
The Ladies Coffee Club meets on the third Tuesday of each
month, apart from December, from September to April. We
usually have a speaker and have covered a wide variety of topics over the years.
Our meeting in December will take the form of the
Ladies Coffee Club Coffee Morning on Saturday 11th December
from 10.00am in the Hall. Please support this fund raising event.
Our first meeting in the New Year will take place on
Tuesday18th January, at 2.00pm
The speaker will be is Brian Hannaford
For more information contact Sarah Cleverley, co-ordinator, on 515257 In keeping
with St George’s Church Covid advice please wear a mask when coming into the
building, sanitise your hands on entry and do not come if you have any
symptoms of Covid.
Sarah Cleverley

Split…
A professor was lecturing his physics class. “If molecules can be split into atoms
and the atoms split into electrons, can the electrons be broken down any
further?”
“I’m not certain,” replied one of his pupils, “But a sure way to find out would be to
post some of them in a Christmas package marked ‘fragile.’”

Crossword Clues for December
Across: 1 Provisional meeting place
of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9)
(10) 7 David’s third son, killed
when his head got caught in a tree
during a battle with his father (2
Samuel 18:14ñ15) (7) 8 They ruled
much of the west coast of South
America in the 15th and early 16th
centuries (5) 10 Small deer of
European and Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers
21:25) (8) 13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse
Edith ____ (6) 17 Stormy (8) 18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and
unleavened bread, was the Passover menu for anyone ‘unclean’ (Numbers 9:11)
(4) 21 Arson (anag.) (5) 22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his wellknown hymn (7) 23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)
Down: 1 ‘_____ and see that the Lord is good’ (Psalm 34:8) (5) 2 ‘The wicked
man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous are as ____ as a lion’
(Proverbs 28:1) (4) 3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a
foreign woman (Ezra 10:25) (6) 4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest
of his family and joined David (1 Samuel 22:19ñ20) (8) 5 City and lake in Central
Switzerland (7) 6 ‘Offer your bodies as living ________, holy and pleasing to God’
(Romans 12:1) (10) 9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8) 14 Aromatic substance commonly
used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) (7) 16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John
18:38) (6) 19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5) 20 ‘You are to give him the name Jesus,
because he will ____ his people from their sins’ (Matthew 1:21) (4).
Solution on page 20

Christmas Carols …
One night Freda went carol singing. She knocked on the door of a house and
began to sing. A man with a violin in his hand came to the door. Within half a
minute, tears were streaming down his face. Touched, Freda sang every carol she
knew - and some she didn't. The man continued to weep gently throughout her
performance. “I understand,” she said softly at last. “You are remembering your
happy childhood Christmas days.”
“No, not exactly,” he replied in a choked sort of voice. “I'm a musician!”

Great Bavington United Reformed Church
Here is the news from Great Bavington:
Services in December
Sunday 5 December, 4.00pm, Advent service
Sunday 19 December, 4.00pm, Carol service
Christmas Eve, 6.00pm: mince pies etc and making Christingles, followed by
carols and readings at 6.30pm
Services in January
Sunday 2 January, 4.00pm, Communion
Sunday 16 January, 4.00pm
Hopefully there will be no further Covid restrictions to alter these plans, but
please check for any changes at www.facebook.com/GreatBavingtonURC, or
email bavingtonchurch@gmail.com or ring 01830 540350.
Rev Julian Sanders will be leading the services. He can be contacted
at sanders.julian@talk21.com or 01670 225539.
Bavington Presbyterian Church Recipe Book
Facsimile copies of the recipe book, first published in
1925, have been reprinted. Each recipe has the name
of the contributor and where they lived, so it is
fascinating to see who was living where at the time there are many familiar surnames. Some of the recipes
are similar to those we make today and some
(particularly for remedies) are somewhat different.
Copies are available at £6.00 each plus p&p.
Email bavingtonchurch@gmail.com or ring 01830
540350 to order.
They would make great Christmas presents.

Worship and meetings St George’s United Reformed Church
for January 2022
Sun 2nd
Wed 5th
Sun 9th
Wed 12th
Sat 15th
Sun 16th
Wed 19th
Sun 23rd
Wed 26th

10.30am
12.30pm
10.30am
12.30pm
10.00am
10.30am
12.30pm
10.30am
12.30pm

Morning Worship with Communion
Midweek Service
Morning Worship
Midweek Service
Managers’ Coffee Morning
Morning Worship
Lunchtime Concert – David Hedley (Oboe)
Morning Worship with Orchestra
Midweek Service

Steward’s Duty Rota and Flower Rota – Please see Notice board
Puzzle Solutions:
ACROSS: 1, Tabernacle. 7, Absalom. 8, Incas. 10, Roes. 11,
Captured. 13, Fright. 15, Cavell. 17, Cyclonic. 18, Herb. 21, Sonar.
22, Amazing. 23, Settlement.
DOWN: 1, Taste. 2, Bold. 3, Ramiah. 4, Abiathar. 5, Lucerne. 6,
Sacrifices. 9, Saddlebags. 12, Theocrat. 14, Incense. 16, Pilate. 19,
Exist. 20, Save.

Widdrington United Reformed Church
PRAYING TOGETHER
During December and January please pray for:
Victims of genocide
People in war zones and refugees. The people of Afghanistan, especially women.
Those suffering religious persecution (of any faith)
Victims of natural disasters
Victims of crime
The work of relief agencies
Those suffering from Covid19 throughout the world, especially in countries where
health services are less advanced. That vaccines may be fairly distributed.
Health workers, shop workers, delivery drivers, postmen and anyone else doing
essential work at this time
Farmers and farm workers.
Researchers working on covid19 vaccine and treatments and teams working to
deliver the vaccines
Those who have still to receive the vaccine; vaccine delivery in third world
countries.
Those whose mental health has suffered over the past year.
The homeless
Your neighbours
"Prayer, the Churches banquet, Angels age,
God's breath in man, returning to his birth,
The soul in paradise, heart in pilgrimage,
The Christian plummet, sounding heav'n and earth" (George Herbert)
Seven days without prayer makes one weak
WIDDRINGTON CHURCH NEWS
I’d like to invite everybody to contribute information that they think might be of
interest. Just give me the details in writing either on a piece of paper or by email
to elliemist@gmail.com and I’ll do the rest. (I’d still welcome articles though).
The Copy Date for each magazine is the Sunday prior to the 20th of the month
before the next issue. If you miss the deadline your contribution may have to be
held over to the next issue.

Flowers: Flowers for December by Fiona, January and February by Kathleen. The
tree will be put up on Saturday December 11th from 10.00am and we will do the
rest of the decorations on Saturday 18th from 2.00pm. Donations of holly, ivy or
other red-berried shrubs or money would be appreciated. We are also open for
help this year.
Easy Fund Raising (Easy?) Do you shop online? Have you joined Easy Fund
Raising yet? If not, now would be a good time to get busy! The chances are that
your vendor will be part of Easy Fund Raising. Amazon and John Lewis are, for
instance. This means that if you register for Easy Fund Raising at
easyfundraising.org.uk and select Widdrington United Reformed Church as your
Good Cause 1 or 2 % of the purchase price of your item will come to us at no
extra cost to yourself. Please talk to Fiona about it soon (though you can easily
register with no help from me, as all our members have discovered). We have
raised over £350 so far with just nine members. We got a payout of over £20.00
for the last quarter.
Worship:
Please join us when you feel able. Wearing face covering is now voluntary.
Continue if you feel you need to. You will still be asked to sanitize your hands on
entry.
We now take up the offering within the service.
We will be serving coffee/tea after the service for those who feel able to partake.
Don't worry if you don't feel able to stay yet.
For those who don't feel able to return to church, St George's services will
continue to be in YouTube later in the day
Preachers scheduled for December and January, along with those on duty are
listed in the tables below.
Our annual collection of gifts for the Salvation Army takes place on Sunday 5th
December.
Christmas Services:
Christmas Eve: Carols by Candlelight 6.30pm: We hope to be able to invite
everyone to this service.
Christmas Day: The worship team will conduct a short service at 10.45am
December 26th: Carol Service conducted by the Worship Team: 10.45am.

Social
December 8th: Our church Christmas meal is at Warkworth House 6.30 for 7.00.
You should have already booked your meal.
January 10th 2022: We meet at Cook's Hemmel to plan next year's social
programme. 7.00pm: Pooled supper.
Regular events:
1st Tuesday: Coffee Club meets on the 1st Tuesday in the month. December's
venue is Radcliffe Coffee Bar in Amble on the 7th. In January we hope to go to
The Drift at Cresswell but this is to be confirmed.
1st Wednesday: Prayer Group: Prayer Group will continue to meet on first
Wednesdays at Cook's Hemmel. We gather at 7.00pm.
Every Thursday the church will be open for Prayer, Refreshments and Fellowship
from 10.30am to 12.30pm. We would love to see you. If you would be interested
in joining the stewarding Rota (we need two people each week) please let me
know.
Facebook: If you are on Facebook, have you checked out our Facebook page yet?
Search for Widdrington United Reformed Church. Please like us and let me know
if you think I’ve missed anything that should be on. The page now has 168 likes,
with another 6 people 'following '! Any information we have about service
arrangements and social events will be published there.
Please note: Sean, our sheep, has his own Facebook page! Search for ‘Sean'. Sean
now has 24 (+2 following!) page 'likes' but he wants some more, so please tell
your friends about him!
The website is at: www.widdringtonurc.org.uk
I'd appreciate some help to improve it, as it's very wordy at the moment, partly
because I'm happiest with words. I'm still looking for volunteers to be additional
site editors. Someone with hardware that can post pictures would be good.
We are now considering a relaunch - watch this space.

Churches Together in Widdrington and Ulgham
The Advent Course continues on Tuesday afternoons at 2.00pm, until 14th
December.
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: Tuesday 18th January: Evening prayer 7.00pm at
URC conducted by Methodists. Sunday 23rd 11.00am at St John's, Ulgham (no
service at URC). Tuesday 25th 12.00noon Worship followed by Lunch at URC
Meeting: Tuesday 11th January.
FEM
A personal note: instead of giving cards to church members (and others I see
regularly) I shall again be donating a 'gift for life ' to Self Help Africa. I should be
very happy if anyone would like to join me. I'll let you know in the next magazine
what I have bought. Fiona

December
Preachers
5th Rev'd J Rowell
12thRevd A Oakley
19th Rev'd J Sanders
26th Worship Team

Vestry
D Hogg
L Walden
K Bailey
F Middlemist

Door & Offering
F Middlemist R Gordon
K Bailey J Hart
D Hogg M Scott
E Whinham A Grieves

January
Preachers
2nd Rev'd O Golighly
9th M Tate
16th Rev'd J Sanders
23rd Week of Prayer
30th Worship Team

Vestry
D Hogg
L Walden
K Bailey
Service at St John's
F Middlemist

Door & Offering
F Middlemist R Gordon
K Bailey J Hart
D Hogg M Scott
Ulgham. 11am
E Whinham A Grieves

Colour In …..

