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St George’s Diary Dates for December 2018/January 2019
December
Sat 1st
Sun 2nd
Wed 5th
Thurs 6th
Fri 7th and
Sat 8th
Sun 9th
Tues 11th

7.00pm

Church Social ‘The Wrong Pantomime’

10.30am

Morning Worship, Toy Service & Church
Parade. 1st In Advent with Orchestra
Lunchtime concert (doors open at noon)
Trees being installed for Tree Festival
Trees being installed in the church
Tree Festival in aid of MSR & R Funds,
Open to public.
Ladies Flower Club Coffee Morning
Morning Worship
Life Remembered Service at St James
the Great.
Midweek Service
Joint Nativity Service MMC
Cradle Roll Service
Evening Carol Service joint with MMC at
St Georges
Community Carol Service at SGURC
Midweek Service
Morning Worship
Watchnight Service
Christmas Day Worship
Midweek Service
Morning Worship

12.30pm
From 2pm
Ticketed
10 – 8pm
10.00am
10.30am
6.30pm

Wed 12th
th
Sun 16

12.30pm
10.00am
3.30pm
6.00pm

Mon 17th
Wed 19th
Sun 23rd
Mon 24th
Tues 25th
Wed 26th
Sun 30th

6.30pm
12.30pm
10.30am
11.30am
10.00am
12.30pm
10.30am

January
Wed 2nd
Sun 6th
Wed 9th
Sat 12th

12.30pm
10.30am
12.30pm
10.00am

Sun 13th

7.30pm
10.30am

Tues 15th
Wed 16th
Sun 20th
Wed 23rd
Sun 27th
Wed 30th
Thurs 31st

3.00pm
12.30pm
10.30am
12.30pm
10.30am
12.30pm
2.00pm

Midweek Service
Morning Worship with Communion
Midweek Service
Managers Coffee Morning and sale of
overbought presents
Country Dance Club
Morning Worship followed by CHURCH
MEETING at approx 11.45am
Ladies Coffee Club
Lunchtime Concert (doors open at noon)
Morning Worship
Midweek Service
Morning Worship
Midweek Service
Tea Time Talk

Ruminations: by Teresa Benkhabeb-House
Do you know what ‘IMHO’ means? I didn't until a few weeks ago when I
received a text from my sister-in-law in which she used this acronym. I was
perplexed so I ‘googled’ it. Still no answer. I texted back to ask what it was,
thinking it was a new gadget because her text was about a suggested birthday gift.
She replied it means ‘in my humble opinion’, followed by numerous exclamation
marks. At which point the penny dropped, and after momentarily feeling rather
stupid I fell about laughing (at myself).
It got me thinking about other acronyms that have been around long before
mobile phones and texts. In the days of letter writing my mum would sign off her
letters to me with TTFN (ta ta for now). Couples might have written to each other
putting ‘SWALK’ on their envelope (sent with a loving kiss). You can probably
think of lots of similar shorthand messages.
Most of us know that BC, stands for Before Christ, and AD in Latin stands for
anno domini (the year of the Lord). In her (IMHO) wonderful poem entitled
BC:AD, U. A. Fanthorpe captures the moment when Jesus was born: ‘the moment
when before turned into after’, when God came into the world without fanfare,
and the shepherds and three kings ‘walked haphazard by starlight straight into the
kingdom of heaven’.
This year St George's has a fabulous new set of nativity figures courtesy of St
George’s Knitter, Natter, Craft and Chatter group. They will be on display for all
the world to see – well anyone who passes by the church will see it! Like other
works of art that capture a moment in time - a painting, a photograph or a poem this craftwork will remind us again of the momentous event some 2000 plus years
ago when ‘... the Word became flesh, and lived among us’ (John 1 v14). TBH (to
be honest) there are times when I find it hard to imagine that God came into the
world, but in the style of the Green Cross Code, if I take time to ‘stop, look and
listen’, to quieten myself in the noise and business of the everyday, especially at
this time of year, I can imagine and believe.
May Christmas 2018 bring us all peace and joy. And as 2018 bows out and 2019
bursts forth let's give thanks for what was and look forward in hope, all the while
living in the present moment, God’s ongoing gift to each of us. TTFN.

BC: AD
This was the moment when Before
Turned into After, and future’s
Uninvented timekeepers presented arms.
This was the moment when nothing
Happened. Only dull peace
Sprawled boringly over the earth.
This was the moment when even energetic Romans
Could find nothing better to do
Than counting heads in remote provinces.
And this was the moment
When a few farm workers and three
Members of an obscure Persian sect
Walked haphazard by starlight
Into the kingdom of heaven. U. A. Fanthorpe

Uppity Women (and allies) Unite!
From 3 February until 17 March we will be studying the Book of Ruth using the
Living the Questions series Uppity Women of the Bible on Sunday afternoons
from 1600-1730hrs in the Drysdale Room. Ever wonder what that business about
Naomi sending Ruth to lie “at Boas’ feet” is about?
Hmmmm….. There will be seven sessions:
3 Feb
10 Feb
17 Feb
24 Feb
3 March
10 March
17 March

Bittersweet
In Case of Emergency
The Go’el?
A King’s Ancestry
Understanding Ruth
An Uppity Woman?
Grace and Hospitality

All are welcome. If you are interested, email or phone Carla
(cagroschmiller@yahoo.co.uk; 07427 838 370) to get a copy of the materials

Morpeth and Mitford Churches Together
Asylum Seekers Support Group 2018
Update for December Magazines
West End Refugee Service
The AGM on the 8 November paid tribute to the work of retiring Director
Lyndsey Cross and welcomed the new Director Steve Cowan. There was also an
inspiring talk by Revd Nicholas Sagovsky who reflected on what he had learnt
and gained from his work with refugees and asylum seekers.
…………………………….
Current government policy means that when asylum seekers’ applications are
refused by the Home Office they lose their financial state support and are evicted
from accommodation. However many are unable to leave the UK for various
reasons. They may have no country to return to or their country of origin will not
provide them with travel documents. They may be too sick to travel or may have
strong ties with the UK having lived here for years. WERS is currently working
with 150 destitute men and women who receive £10 a week from its hardship
fund and toiletries when available. It provides further practical support through
their clothing store, and emotional support through their befriending service. The
weekly outgoings of £1500 from the hardship fund require significant fundraising.
Newcastle Justice and Peace Refugee Project
This project also works with destitute asylum seekers and is under pressure
because of the increasing number of people they are working with. They give
their clients £25 a month from their Destitute Asylum Fund. The donations of
food they receive from churches etc is no longer keeping up with demand and so
more has to be bought in.
At this time of year they ask again for donations of warm winter clothing,
especially for men, men’s shoes which are in good condition, toiletries and
cooking utensils.
Please continue to remember both of these projects in your prayers and with
your donations especially during the festive season and the cold weather.
Margaret Brock

Traidcraft Update

This is an article written by one of the members of the Morpeth Justice and
Peace Group.
As many of you will know, the pioneering fair trade organisation, Traidcraft, has
experienced a significant decline in sales and was forced to consider its future. In
October, we heard that redundancies were planned at the Gateshead HQ and
warehouse, and that there was a serious possibility that Traidcraft would have to
cease trading at the end of 2018.
As a ‘fairtrader’ (one of a community of 4000+ volunteers who sell products at
stalls, often in churches) for over 20 years, I was devastated to hear this news, as I
knew it would mean that many producers from Africa, Asia and South America
would lose their means of income from crafts and food. Traidcraft have led the
way for fair trade in the UK for almost 40 years, and thus the news of possible
closure was met with an outpouring of passionate support from staff, fairtraders,
churches, and other stakeholders.
The good news is that, following a period of consultation, the Traidcraft board has
accepted a plan for a new ‘down-sized’ Traidcraft for 2019. The vision is to foster
a membership culture that promotes community buying (purchasing in bulk to
encourage zero-waste), transparency, and an increased awareness of fair trade
amongst a new generation of supporters who want to buy organic, vegan, ethical
products. Fairtraders will continue to play a major role and we are thankful that
Traidcraft’s mission can continue. However, let’s continue to support Traidcraft
in prayer (particularly for staff who face redundancy), and let’s purchase more
Traidcraft fair trade crafts and food. Although buying fair trade from
supermarkets is good, buying direct from Traidcraft is much better because it
gives more power to the producers. Traidcraft help them develop UK markets for
their products and release them from poverty. The stocks of fair trade bananas,
coffee and sugar in our shops are not due to the altruism of supermarkets – it’s
because Traidcraft petitioned, pushed and persuaded them to do so!
The Morpeth Justice and Peace group is looking at ways to expand opportunities
for Traidcraft stalls, so watch this space and in the meantime, fill your Christmas
shopping basket with Traidcraft gifts and food! www.Traidcraftshop.co.uk
Elaine Willmore

Wansbeck Valley Food Bank
Universal Credit, which is replacing most means tested benefits for families and
children, is now being rolled out across Northumberland. The Northern Synod’s
newsletter, Footsteps, features an article on poverty and says “In the past year 1
in 4 parents in the UK has skipped a meal in order to afford to feed their
children.” It goes on to explain that Universal Credit “is intended to motivate
people into work… It is a massive change to the benefits system... In areas where
Universal Credit has been rolled out, there has been a particular increase in
foodbank use – by 52% last year.”
Experience from other parts of the country reports that people can be left destitute
for several weeks while their benefits are switched over to the new system,
leading to an exacerbation of existing problems. Please can you remember the
Wansbeck Valley Food Bank especially during this changeover period bearing in
mind that its effects will be more evident in the run up to Christmas. Please give
as generously as you can. Donation points are in Morrison’s and the Town Hall.
Dementia Awareness
Following the dementia awareness training earlier in the year some people were
keen to DO SOMETHING. As Morpeth Methodists already run a dementia café
on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month it was felt by the elders, and agreed
with the Methodists, that we would get involved with them and support them in
their work rather than starting something different. This is particularly welcomed
by them since Tony and Anne Woods, two of the leaders of this venture, are due
to be leaving the area soon.
The idea is that since there are a number of us who are interested in supporting
this venture, St George’s should commit to have at least two volunteers there each
time the café meets. This should mean a volunteer committing to go once a
month. If you are interested in being a volunteer please let me know.
Dementia Friendly Morpeth
There were so many good ideas generated by people who attended the open
meeting in the Town Hall in September that these are still being collated and
assessed by the coordinating group, who have sent their apologies for the delay.
So please watch this space. When there is news I will let you know.
Thank you,
Margaret Brock

St George’s United Reformed
Church Bridge Street, Morpeth

~ With Christmas Floral Arrangements ~
Order on the day ~ delivered for Christmas
Choice of two styles

~ Also ~
Christmas Cake Raffle ~ General Raffle
& Home made cakes and Preserves

Saturday 8th December
10am – Noon in the Hall
Coffee or tea and a home made mince pie £2.00

Proceeds in aid of Church funds

CHURCH BANKING (UNEXPECTED CONSEQUENCES OF A LEGACY)
I have received a letter from Barclays Bank stating that their new policy allows free
banking only if expenditure from the account is less than £100,000 per annum
which ours historically has been. They have found that our expenditure was
significantly more than that last year due to legacy money spend and they
informed me that they intended migrating our account to another one at the
beginning of 2019 which would unfortunately attract bank charges.
This account charges a monthly fee of £6.00 plus 35p per electronic payment, 90p
per £100 cash payment and 65p per cheque transaction. They estimate a monthly
charge of £47.70 including a 15% loyalty saving.
I wrote to them explaining the temporary nature of our situation and asked them
to waive the migration, but was advised by phone that predictably they were not
prepared to go against Company policy. I was assured that once our finances
were “normal” again, I could request them to migrate us back to free banking and
I have a direct contact number for the North East Team to use for that purpose.
Please bear this in mind when making payments to, or requesting payments from,
the church.
David Calcraft, Treasurer

While setting the Hall for the last Tea Time Talk I had to mend 3 of the 8 small
tables I was using (the newest ones with the blue plastic leg-locking
mechanism). The locking lugs had been forced out of their sockets - this could
only be the result of them being erected (or more likely re-folded) using
excessive force - it took an equal amount of force to relocate the lugs into
their runners and any future repair work will soon result in irreparable
damage to these expensive items. (I subsequently checked and repaired others
as necessary).
PLEASE - if you don't know the correct way to collapse the tables either ask
me to demonstrate OR leave them assembled in the Anderson Room for me to
put away when I am next in the Hall. On at least 2 occasions during the past
year I have had to stop people from just kicking them in an attempt to fold the
legs down - this isn't how they work!
Jared Johnson

Sudoku Solution on page 22
Christmas stamps
Maria went to the Post Office to buy
stamps for her Christmas cards.' What
denomination?' asked the clerk? 'Oh!
Good heavens! Have we come to this?'
said Maria, 'Well give me 50 Methodist
and 50 Church of England ones
please.'
What she wants for Christmas
A little girl was in the kitchen watching
her mother busily preparing for the
following day's Christmas dinner.
She asked, 'Mum, can I please have a
cat for Christmas?'
Her mother replied, 'No, you'll have
turkey like the rest of us.'
Political correctness gets hold of
this well-loved carol...
Little donkey, little donkey on the
dusty road, Got to keep on plodding
onwards with your precious load…
The RSPCA have issued strict
guidelines with regard to how heavy a
load that a donkey of small stature is
permitted to carry. Also included in the
guidelines is guidance regarding how
often to feed the donkey and how
many rest breaks are required over a
four-hour plodding period. The donkey
has expressed his discomfort at being
labelled 'little' and would prefer just to
be simply referred to as Mr Donkey. To
comment upon his height or lack
thereof may be considered an
infringement of his equine rights.

Competition
SENEA Photographic Competition
Are you a keen, amateur photographer?
Do you know someone who enjoys photography?
Then we want to hear from you!
We want to include a photograph of each of the SENEA churches on our
new area website
To find the photographer who can make these pictures
we’re running a COMPETITION
If you’d like to enter, please make a “portfolio” of photographs of any five
of the SENEA churches.
They can be prints on paper or digital files
They can be of the outside or inside of the churches, with or without
people (with permission) and as interesting as possible
Send your ‘portfolio’, with your name and address, to the Area
Administrator, Suzanne Bradley at seneahome@gmail.com or Doxford
Place Methodist Church, Doxford Place, Cramlington NE23 6DY by
Sunday 23rdDecember
The winner will receive:
 A small prize
 An invitation to take photographs of all of the Area churches
 The prestige of having their photographs viewed by countless
people across the area, the country and perhaps the world!

Tea Time Talks
There will be no CDC or TTT in December - we all have a "rest"!!
Thursday 31st January at 2 pm.
Jared Johnson will be the speaker, with a talk entitled
"Viruses, Jumping Genes and Genetic Engineering -

Friend or Foe?”
The talk will be followed, as usual, by a cream tea with homemade scones and
jams. Entry is by donation of between £2 - £3 per person.
Please let Jared know (preferably in advance) if you are likely to attend, so that
the caterers can bake enough scones. Contact details are: 01670 514610 or email
jared-marg @hotmail.com

St George’s Ladies Coffee Club
Saturday 8th December

Christmas Coffee Morning
In the Hall from 10.00am – 12 noon
***

New Year Lunch
Instead of having a Christmas lunch in December the Ladies Coffee Club is having
a buffet meal at Barluga on Tuesday 8th January at 12 noon. The cost of the
meal is £10. Drinks are extra
If you would like to come please let Sarah Cleverley know by
th
Wednesday 19 December, Tel: 515257
***

Tuesday 15th January

Joan Howard with
‘My Year as Mayoress’
We meet in the Drysdale Room at 3.00pm and
new members will be made most welcome.

Poppy Appeal
Thank you to all who made donations to the British Legion by wearing
poppies knitted by the Knitter, Natter Group. We collected £76.50 which
has been sent to the local organiser.
Joan Cooper
Crossword for December

Across: 1 ‘How long will you — your
face from me?’ (Psalm 13:1) (4)
3 ‘Let us, then, go to him outside the
camp, bearing the — he
bore’(Hebrews 13:13) (8)
9 Posh sin (anag.) (Romans 8:15) (7)
10 Solemn pledges (Matthew 5:33) (5)
11 Italian term for full orchestra (5)
12 ‘For he who avenges blood
remembers; he does not — the cry of
the afflicted’ (Psalm 9:12) (6)
14 Prescience (1 Peter 1:2) (13)
17 Where a Hindu holy man lives (6)
19 ‘If he found any... who belonged to the Way, whether — — women, he might
take them as prisoners’ (Acts 9:3) (3,2) 22 Fragrance (2 Corinthians 2:15) (5)
23 Vine hen (anag.) (Jonah 1:2) (7) 24 Precious stone decorating the twelfth
foundation of the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (8) 25 ‘Will you keep to the
old path that evil men have — ?’ (Job 22:15) (4).
Down: 1 ‘Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with — — ’
(Numbers 20:11) (3,5) 2 ‘You have heard that it was said to the people long ago,
“ — — murder”’ (Matthew 5:21) (2,3) 4 One of Paul’s many hardships endured as
a servant of God (2 Corinthians 6:5) (13) 5 ‘We ourselves, who have the firstfruits
of the Spirit, — inwardly’ (Romans 8:23) (5) 6 Changed (Daniel 6:8) (7) 7 ‘My
yoke is — and my burden is light’ (Matthew 11:30) (4) 8 Recoil (Revelation 12:11)
(6) 13 ‘O Lord, you have — me and you know me’ (Psalm 139:1) (8) 15 ‘ — to me
the joy of your salvation’ (Psalm 51:12) (7)
16 Express sorrow (Isaiah 16:7) (6) 18 ‘Then he said to Thomas, “ — out your
hand and put it into my side”’ (John 20:27) (5) 20 ‘God has said, “ — will I leave
you; — will I forsake you”’ (Hebrews 13:5) (5) 21 Son of Onam and brother of
Shammai (1 Chronicles 2:28) (4). Solution on page 22

Lunchtime Concerts
Autumn Series 2018
Wednesdays from 12.30 – 1.30pm
On Wednesday 5th December we are delighted to welcome back Graeme Danby
& Valerie Reid, two wonderful soloists from English National Opera at The
Coliseum in London. This, being our pre-Christmas concert, we shall be serving
complimentary refreshments - non-alcoholic mulled wine and mince pies, tea,
coffee and biscuits. There will be an opportunity to donate to the Children’s Bone
Cancer Charity “Henry Dancer Days”.
All concerts run from 12.30 to 1.30 pm and tickets cost £3 at the door. Doors are
open at Noon. Tea & Coffee is available in the South Transept of the Church.
The 2019 Winter/Spring Series commences on Wednesday January 16 th with a
welcome return visit of the Virtuoso Jazz Trio led by George Macdonald. This is
very likely to be a “sell-out” as they are perhaps our most popular visiting
performers.
Buy or Borrow Book & Jigsaw Library
Again, our grateful thanks to all those who continue to bring paperback books
(only please) and jigsaws enabling us to refresh the shelves and update the library.
Please keep them coming as the Library is ever in need of up-to-date books.
More importantly keep borrowing or buying !!!
We particularly are in need of new jigsaws.
Family Photos
Family photos are always needed. You can always E-mail them to Ken at
kdirvine@sky.com who will print out copies to go on the Family Notice Board.

Christmas Tree Festival
This year’s Multiple Sclerosis Research and Relief Fund Christmas Tree Festival is
being held in the Church Sanctuary during the second week of December. The
th
Church will be set up on Wednesday 5 Dec after the Lunchtime Concert and
th
trees will be received and erected during Thursday 6 Dec,
On Friday 7th Dec the Charity will welcome Schools, Nurseries, and Community
Groups and on the Friday Evening there will be a special Event including Wine and
Mince Pies, music, an opportunity to see the trees at their best and, of course, an
opportunity to contribute to the M.S.R & R Fund. Tickets for this will be £5.00 and
are available from Gillian Irvine or Dorothy Luke.
The Church will then be open to the public on the Saturday 8th throughout the
day from 10.00 am until 8.00 pm after which some of the exhibits will be removed.
As per last year, some trees will be retained to grace, together with our own
Church decorations, our Joint Service with Morpeth Methodist Church at 6.00 pm
th
on Sunday Dec 16 and at our Community Carol Service on the following evening
Monday Dec 17th which is being led by Carla & David Grosch Miller.

We will require Stewards to ‘meet & greet’ visitors to the Festival on both Friday
and Saturday whenever the Church is open and at certain times to serve
complimentary Tea, Coffee and Biscuits. A Rota has been put up in the
Vestibule so if you can help please sign up for as long as you are able.
This Saturday morning coincides with the Ladies Coffee Club Annual Christmas
Coffee Morning and Sale of Christmas decorations etc. so it is an opportunity for a
good morning out.

Encouragement
The minister was having a tough time in the run-up to Christmas. He finally
stretched himself out on the couch to do a bit of what he thought to be welldeserved self-pitying. He moaned to wife: 'Nobody in this church loves me ... the
whole town hates me!'
His wife passed by with this encouraging word: 'That can’t be true, Sam. I’m sure
most people don’t give you a second thought.'

Knitter, Natter, Craft and Chatter Coffee Group.
Our title really describes us, we are an open to all group of mostly ladies who
meet almost every Wednesday except August between 10am and
12 noon in the Drysdale room, we are great tea or coffee drinkers and the chat
is good and amazingly varied.
The group have had great fun with our charitable projects. Our knitted
poppies being our latest success story which has featured in the “People’s
Friend” magazine on 10th November.
The Trauma Teddies article in “My Weekly” brought us a letter and a Teddy
from a Lady in a Knitter Natter group in Poole Dorset. We sent our thanks
and good wishes to them, and another 10 Teddies arrived – they don’t have a
scheme in Poole!
We have just completed a Knitted Nativity for the box outside the Church
which we hope you will all enjoy. It was fun and a challenge knitting the
figures and animals.
Anyone who enjoys knitting Angels, we are now knitting for this year. We
are also knitting hats, scarves and gloves for the shoe box appeal. I have
patterns so if you would like any, please get in touch.
Joan Cooper Tel 01670 515682

The Poinsettia
Originating from Mexico, legend relates that a
young impoverished 16th- century Mexican girl
named Maria (or Pepita) was led by an angel to
pick weeks from the roadside and place them
on the church altar in celebration of Christ on
Christmas Eve. The weeds blossomed into a
beautiful red poinsettia. The flower is hence
known in Spanish as the Flor de Nochebuena,
or Christmas Eve Flower. The poinsettia is
also sometimes referred to as Catarina, which
means pure or clear.
The poinsettia’s star shaped bracts are thought to reflect the star that stood over
the stable in which Jesus was born on the first Christmas. It is hence sometimes
given the name of ‘Star of Bethlehem,’
The first known uses of the poinsettia by the Aztecs were as a source of red dye
and as an antipyretic (fever reducing) medication.
Submitted by Joan Cooper

Wordsearch
The nearly four weeks leading up to Christmas is Advent. It means ‘coming’. It
refers to Jesus’ first coming as a baby, but it also looks forward to a day when
Jesus is expected to return in triumph at his ‘second coming’ to establish perfect
justice and a new order of peace. Originally Christians marked Advent as a time
when they refrained from excessive eating and drinking. Then Christmas Day
reintroduced them to the joys of feasting. Christmas celebrations lasted for
twelve days, with gifts exchanged as a climax at Epiphany (6 January). Today,
however, Advent is more likely to be associated with accelerating festivity, with
the days following Christmas something of an anti-climax until ‘twelfth night’, on
which decorations are removed. Many Christians worldwide are trying to revive
the spirit of Advent by setting aside
time to pray and address global
poverty.
four weeks advent coming
Jesus first baby return
Triumph second establish
Perfect justice new order
Peace eating drinking
celebrations days gifts epiphany
twelfth decorations revive
Solution on page 22

Knitter, Natter, Crafts & Chatter Coffee Group
The group meets on Wednesday mornings, from 10am-12noon in the Drysdale
room (entry by the front door).
We aim to enjoy each others company whilst drinking tea/coffee, sharing projects
for church or charity, or doing our own projects.
Anyone is
welcome to drop in just for a cup of coffee.
Contact: Joan Cooper, Tel: 515682

Solutions:
ACROSS: 1, Hide. 3, Disgrace. 9, Sonship. 10, Oaths. 11, Tutti. 12, Ignore. 14,
Foreknowledge. 17, Ashram. 19, Men or. 22, Aroma. 23, Nineveh. 24, Amethyst.
25, Trod. DOWN: 1, His staff. 2, Do not. 4, Imprisonments. 5, Groan. 6, Altered.
7, Easy. 8, Shrink. 13, Searched. 15, Restore. 16, Lament. 18, Reach. 20, Never.
21, Jada.

Stewards Duties for Dec/January
Dec
2
9
16
23
30
Jan
6
13
20
27

G. Irvine, J. Colonel, B Gunn. Laurence B-H, Lis Elders

H. Muckle, J. Muckle. C. Oakes, J. Evans, J. Calcraft
Morning at MMC. Evening SGURC
S. Cleverley, Ted LeGrice, I. Mills, G. Irvine, A. Cleverley
S. Cleverley, K. Howe, J. Calcraft, J. Cooper, P. Hills

K. Howe, G. Irvine, Laurence B-H, J. Evans, B. Gunn
S. Cleverley, J. Colonel, Lis Elders, J. Calcraft, J. Cooper
J. Muckle, H. Muckle, A. Cleverley, K. Howe, C. Oakes
Ted LeGrice, S. Cleverley, P. Hills, I. Mills, J. Calcraft
Flower Rota for Dec/January
Dec
Jan
2
Joan Landles
6
See
9
13
Notice
Church
16
20
Board
Decorated
23
27
For
30
Christmas

Great Bavington URC
Services:
Sunday 16 December, 2.15pm: Rev Frances
Dower, Assistant Priest, Kirkwhelpington, Kirkharle, Kirkheaton
& Cambo
Christmas Eve, Monday 24 December, 6.30pm: Carols and
Christmas celebration: Joachim Greiling. Mince pies etc at 6.00pm
Sunday 20 January, 2.15pm: Communion service
From November to March inclusive, there will be one service per
month, on the 3rd Sunday at 2.15pm, so people can get home
before dark.
Film Night
Tuesday 11 December, 7.15pm for 7.30 start. Paddington 2
Tuesday 8 January, 7.15pm for 7.30 start. Faces Places
Further information: lynnerawles@gmail.com

Art & Craft Night
Wednesday 30 January, 6.30pm, Great Bavington Church
meeting room
Further information: lynnerawles@gmail.com

History Night
Tuesday 18 December, 7.30pm, Great Bavington Church
meeting room. New research project: Great Bavington School and
education in the surrounding area
January 15 January, 7.30pm
Further information: bavingtonchurch@gmail.com, 01830 540350

Widdrington United Reformed Church
PRAYING TOGETHER
During December and January please pray for:













Victims of terrorism and natural disasters
Refugees and those who help them
The world's war zones
The work of Self-help Africa, Christian Aid, and other relief agencies
Those who are lonely, mourning or homeless at Christmas
The People's Kitchen
Crisis at Christmas
Medical and nursing practitioners
The emergency services
Remember Holocaust Memorial day, pray for victims of genocide, and
prejudice
Anyone you know who is ill or has recently suffered an accident
Your neighbours

"Prayer, the Churches banquet, Angel’s age,
God's breath in man, returning to his birth,
The soul in paradise, heart in pilgrimage,
The Christian plummet, sounding heav'n and earth" (George Herbert)
Seven days without prayer make one weak
WIDDRINGTON CHURCH NEWS
I’d like to invite everybody to contribute information that they think might be of
interest. Just give me the details in writing either on a piece of paper or by email
to elliemist@gmail.com and I’ll do the rest. (I’d still welcome articles though).
The Copy Date for each magazine is the Sunday prior to the 20 th of the month
before the next issue. If you miss the deadline your contribution may have to be
held over to the next issue. December/January and June/July are usually double
issues.
Flowers: Arranged for foreseeable future by Kathleen. Christmas decorating and
tree on Saturday 22nd December at 2.00pm

Easy Fund Raising (Easy?) Do you shop online? The chances are that your vendor
will be part of Easy Fund Raising. Amazon and John Lewis are, for instance. (Some
of our EF members only shop with retailers who are in the scheme!) This means
that if you register for Easy Fund Raising at easyfundraising.org.uk and select
Widdrington United Reformed Church as your Good Cause 1 or 2 % of the
purchase price of your item will come to us at no extra cost to yourself. Please talk
to Fiona about it soon. We have raised over £190 so far with just six members. A
small but significant amount.
In December we begin on Saturday 1st with a Christmas Coffee Morning from
10.00am. Our Church Christmas Meal will be on Wednesday 5th at Warkworth
House, 6.30 for 7.00pm. You should have already have made your menu choices
for this. Fancy some Carol singing? Why not come along to the Big Sing in the
Community Centre on Saturday 8th. Always a good morning.
Our second Children's Christmas Craft day will be on Saturday December 15th
between 11 and 1. We ask children to bring an adult with them. Why not nip
along to Holy Trinity in the afternoon for their Christmas Tree festival.
In January we have our annual social planning meeting, on Wednesday 9th at
Cook's Hemmel, followed by a pooled tea. Come along if you can. If you have any
bright ideas for things we could do together, but you can't make it, please speak
to one of the elders.
On Saturday 26th we have our Scottish Evening Ceilidh, with haggis supper and
dancing to the St George's Band, starting with supper at 7.00pm.
Recent fund raising: Not much fund raising recently. The raffle for the domino
night raised £30. The total of cash gifts for the Salvation Army (as opposed to
goods) and the Christmas Eve collection, which traditionally is shared between
Christian Aid and Shelter, will be reported in the next magazine (which will be
February 2019, as this is a double issue) The Tear Fund Quiz raise £130.
Regular events:
1st Tuesday: Coffee Club meets at a variety of coffee shops in the area. 10.30am.
All friends are welcome. In December the new owners of Circa have agreed to
open specially for us. Well done, Ena - shy bairns get nowt! Let's have a good turn
out for this, to make it worth their while. In January, however, the first Tuesday is
New Year's Day, so we will meet on the 8th at a venue yet to be decided.
1st Thursday: (Wednesday from 2nd January) The Prayer group usually meets at

7.00pm at Cook's Hemmel. Please note change of day. Puppy training has
finished! All are welcome to join us. Please let us know of any matters for prayer.
Holy Grounds. Sadly, Holy Grounds remains suspended. Watch this space for
information about recommencement.
Facebook: If you are on Facebook, have you checked out our Facebook page yet?
Search for Widdrington United Reformed Church. Please like us and let me know
if you think I’ve missed anything that should be on. If you take pictures at any
event please post them as a guest (but remember to get permission of any people
on your photos and particularly from the parents of any children before you post).
The page now has over 80 likes!
Please note: Sean, our sheep, has his own Facebook page! Search for ‘Sean'. Sean
now has 16 page 'likes' but he wants some more, so please tell your friends about
him!
The website is at: www.widdringtonurc.org.uk
I'd appreciate some help to improve it, as it's very wordy at the moment, partly
because I'm happiest with words. I'm still looking for volunteers to be additional
site editors. Someone with hardware the can post pictures would be good!
Churches Together in Widdrington and Ulgham
The Christmas Leaflet should be out in time to find out about events and services in
early December. Our Methodist friends are again hosting The .Big Sing for
Christian Aid (see above). There will be a Christingle at the school, and an event in
the Widdy Grows garden with a stable scene and carols. Still waiting for the date
for that.
Holy Trinity are having a Christmas Tree Festival, on the same day as our Christmas
Crafts, so you could do both!
The Twelfth Night Hoolie will be on January 5th at the Community Centre.
In the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we are having short services on the first
and last days. There is an evening service in our church on Friday 18th at 7.00pm
conducted by Widdrington Methodists, and a lunchtime service at St John's,
Ulgham the following Friday, followed by soup and a bun. The main service on
Sunday 20th is again in our church, and will be conducted by the Moderator of
Northern Synod, Rev'd David Herbert.
FEM
Personal note: I will again be sending a donation to Self Help Africa, instead of
giving individual Christmas Cards to those I see regularly.

Widdrington Calendar

Date
December
Sat 1st
Sun 2nd
Tues 4th
Wed 5th
Thurs 6th
Sat 8th
Sunday 9th
Sat15th
Sunday 16th
Sat 22nd
Sun 23rd
Mon 24th
Tues 25th
Sun 30th
January
Wed 2nd
Sat 5th

Sunday 6th
Tues 8th
Wed 9th
Sunday 13th
Friday 18th
Sunday 21st
Friday 25th

Time
10.00am
10.45am
10.30am
6.30 for
7.00pm
7.00pm
10.00am
10.45am
11.00
10.45am
2.00pm
10.45am
6.30pm
10.45am

Christmas Coffee Morning
Worship Group
Coffee Club
Church Christmas meal: Warkworth House
Prayer group: Cook’s Hemmel
Big Sing: Widdrington Community Centre
Margery Tate
Children’s Christmas Crafts: Hall
Eric Brook
Decorating Church and putting up tree
To be arranged
Candlelight Carol Service with Nativity
Christmas Day service: Worship Team
Carol Service : Worship Team

Prayer Group : Cook’s Hemmel
Churches Together Twelfth Night Hoolie:
Widdrington Community Centre. Pooled
Supper.
10.45am Worship Group
10.30am Coffee Club: venue to be arranged
3.00pm
Social programme planning meeting : Cook’s
Hemmel. Pooled tea
10.45am Holy Communion and Rededication Service:
Revd Suzanne Hamnett
7.00pm
Week of Prayer Service: led by Widdrington
Methodists Hosted by URC
10.45am United service for Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity: Revd David Herbert at URC
12.00noon Midday Service for Week of Prayer at St
John’s, Ulgham followed by Soup & bun
lunch
7.00pm
7.00pm

Sat 26th

7.00pm

Sun 27th
February
Sun 3rd

10.45am

Scottish Evening Ceilidh with St George’s
Band
Margery Tate

10.45am

Worship Group

Widdrington Rota
Date
December
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th
January
6th
13th
20th
27th
February
3rd

Vestry

Door and Offering

Kathleen Bailey Fiona Middlemist, Ruth Gordon

Fiona Middlemist Diana Hogg, Margaret Scott
Diana Hogg, Kathleen Bailey, Judith Hart
Ton Whinham, Ena Whinham, Audrey Greaves
Kathleen Bailey, Fiona Middlemist, Ruth Gordon
Diana Hogg, Kathleen Bailey, Judith Hart
Fiona Middlemist, Diana Hogg, Margaret Scott
Tom Whinham, Ena Whinham, Audrey Greaves
Kathleen Bailey, Fiona Middlemist, Ruth Gordon
Diana Hogg, Kathleen Bailey, Judith Hart

