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Dear Friends,

As we begin to think abolentecost, | am being struck time and time again by
the opening verse of the second chapter of Acts:

iwWhen the day of Pentecost came, t he
And each time | think of those words, it hurts a little, that we will not be able to
meet all together in one place for a good while to come.

The official advice from the churches is that perhaps by the beginning of July,
the churches might be able to open to allow people to come into the building for
private prayer. There is also talkalittle later being able to meet together in
well-spaced small numbers, if not inside then perhaps at least outside in the
open. But it seems that the opportunity for us all to meet together in the one
place, in our own churches, may still be many meiubwn the line.

Of course, this is all speculation. Resurgence of the infection rate may mean a
slowing down of this progress. The development of a vaccine, and
comprehensive testing, may well mean some things might happen a little

qui cker . \Wew. Wa jsst hawk tomwaitt

The disciples too, on that first Pentecost, were waiting. They had been told to
return to Jerusalem, and wait for the power of the Holy Spirit to come upon
them. They were to do nothing in their own power, but wait, idly, artiihe

that Gododés Spirit and power woul d c«
they then go out and engage in mission and preach the gospel.

We to0, are being told to wait. Waiting in our homes. And this, no doubt, is
frustrating and challenging as wensider that we are not in control, we have no
power in this situation. If the lockdown has taught us one thing, it is the limits of
our own power and ability. | am forced to confront the limits my own abilities
and power and to recognise thatitisonp Godds power t hat
achieve anything.

As the lockdown eases, | look forward in hope that we will again be able to meet
together, but | am aware that for now | just have to wait. People at the moment
are able to exercise a few more freedoB8mne already are taking advantage of
going out for exercise and enjoying the outdoors. Some are enjoying travelling
to places and enjoying the countryside. Some are regularly taking advantage of
the mamwadgtbalser vi ces bei nngitisdoddehate d
that freedom is possible and can be enjoyed.



However, others | know are continuing to shield themselves. The most elderly,
and those with medical conditions, know that they cannot yet enjoy those same
freedoms because the cost to thentheir families, is just too great a risk.

As we, as churches, start to resume meeting together we need to consider the
safest way to do this not for just some of us, but for all of us. We need to
consider ways in which those who are still shieldiniyjlve able to join in with

what we do as church, even if they are not able to physically be present. We
need to explore some new ways of being church that are not just about meeting
together, but about supporting and encouraging one another, and sharing t
gospel in different ways than we have been used to.

When the time is right, | am sure the Spirit will lead us, and be with us, so that
we can be inspired, strengthened and comforted in the work that we have to do.
And then one day, when the time ighi, we will all be together again in one

place.

With every blessing,
Julian
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PENTECOST

We are pleased that the work on
planning to go ahead, taking full advantage of the church building not being in
use. The work on the doors is now scheduled to start on the 8th June and will be
completed by the end of July. During this time, it is likely that the front entrance
will be boarded up for security reasons, and all will be done to ensure that the
work is carried out on site under COVID-19 safety regulations. This is an exciting
development and we will be able to look forward to resuming to meet in the
church with the new doors in place for when this happens.

Julian
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A short story from the Buible

The Phulistine and Israelte armies

It can be read, inthe Bible in faced each other. For 40 days, the gigantic
| Samuel 17:1- 50 Philistuie champion, Golvath, taunted them. .
[Will fight the best David's brothers were in | |David's brothers were not
solduer unlsraels army || Israel's army. He came to
and if [ win, you Will be )\ bring themTood, and he
heard Golath]” o
24

heard what hé saud.

We shouldn't be cowards.
| will feght him!

You donit stand g chance

| have kelled (ions and bears
with dodss help.

; f] =
11l Then go ahead.
(You can wear my armour.

([ cant move with alD)[He took his sling
and chase 5 stones
from the streambed.

Goltath coldn't believe what he saw.

)
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So David took it off
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(nthe name of the All-
powerful God. The Lord
alwags wins Hs battles
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([ have come to fight you)

him on the head.
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—

David stung hs stone and hit

The Philistines ran
5 away, chased by
Israel's army.

As Goluath came forwan..

| coleath fell down dead




Christian Aid Week

Christian Aid Week has come and gone this year. We have not had the usual
door to door activities, handing out envelopes and going back to collect them.
David and | have not spent hours counting notes, coins, foreign currency,
buttons, screws etc. Wevganot struggled with deciphering Gift Aid forms.
We have not had the usual plant stall in the Market Square.

This is Christian Aidobés biggest
Christian Aid seeks to meet have not gone away. Many of the cauihieig
support will have been hit by the Corona Virus so their needs will have
increased significantly. If you usually make a donation to Christian Aid during
Christian Aid week and have not done so this year and are able please consider
doing so now. Yo can do this either through the Christian Aid website
(www.christianaid.org.uB/or by post to Christian Aid, 381 Lower Marsh,

London, SE1 7RL.

fund

Thank youy Margaret Brock
June 2020

West End Religee Service

WERS reports that although they have had to close the doors of their building
for daily dropins and pause face to face contact, they are seeking to provide
support over the telephone and have been able to add to the amount of support
that isavailable in this way. Clients who had been receiving regular cash
payments now receive them remotely on prepayment cards and this amount has
been increased and includes a phone credit payment.

They note that food poverty has increased significantly gstdhe people they
support since the outbreak of Coviil, as so many dreip centres and support
services have had to close and children are at home all day. Some of their
clients are also in the vulnerable category and are having {saklfe. They

say that from the time lockdown began in March until mid May they have
distributed 330 food parcels to 116 households with 121 now receiving regular
supplies. This has been possible with the support of other local charities
including the Justice and Pedemject.

They are currently seeking to recruit volunteers to act@ete befrienders
Information about this service can be found on their website

(www.wers.org.uk) on the volunteering page. Rembfrienders help asylum
seekers and refugees who are experiencing social isolation through the outbreak
to feel more welcome, supported and connected with local people. The role is to
be a friend on the end of the telephone.

Justice and Peace Project

In similar fashion the Justice and Peace Project has not been able to operate as
normally but is still supporting its clients financially with vouchers. The
Management Group has expressed its thanks for the generosity being shown to
the Project atthe preden t i me . Youfihdevigualsantyibutions at a

time of hardship for many of ushow a kindness and humanity that is truly
humbling. Be assured that your donations are making a huge difference to the

r alives of some df thenmest vulmerablé reempeess community. hGed btesse d s

you O

Both of these organisations need our support at a time when we are unable to
send clothing and food donations. Please remember them and support them as
you are able.
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#FaithAtHome aims to make prayer a household habit

The Church of England has recently launched #FaithAtHome, a new programme
which it is hoped widl hamakeopcayag:
#FaithAtHome will feature weekly video content to help families to talk about
faith and pray together. Thdeos will be led by children, young people, staff

and school leaders from across the country.

The #FaithAtHome programme will run for an initial 11 weeks, until the end of
July, and can be accessedlatirchofengland.org/faithathomeit will explore
themes including courage, patience, generosity, resilience, love and hope.
The Archbishop of Cant er baithegeresdurcest i r
is to offer simple ways for families and households to approach complex and
difficult topics, such as iliness, fear and bereavem&he coronavirus

pandemic has forced people to confront difficult and painful questions that none
of uscan explore on our own.

AMy hope and prayer is that #FaithAt
young people to engage with difficul
The Church of Englandds Chief Educat

is the n&v normal, and faith at home is a habit we need to rediscover.
#FaithAtHome will offer people of all ages and faith backgrounds a chance to
pause, think and reflect, and to rebuild lost habits of prayer and faithful
reflection in the home. 0


https://www.christianaid.org.uk/
http://www.wers.org.uk/
https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=c1bcdd7592&e=4df330157a
https://churchofengland.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=50eac70851c7245ce1ce00c45&id=ee52f58f15&e=4df330157a

The Rectory
St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren

Your decision to hold a Summer weekend Arts
Festival in church, bringing culture to your inner -city
streets, was most commendable. Pity, how it all
turned out.
The Friday evening started well with the concert of
Scott Joplin piano music. Obviously knowing that the pieces were originally
played in seedy bars on pianos wildly out of tune with several notes missing,
your committee must have gone to endless trouble to find precisely the right
instrument.
Yourstagehands, were, however, | ess
platform had a noticeable list to port. After each piece, t he pianist had to
relocate the piano stool closer to his nomadic piano, with the last piece being
performed with both entirely out of sight behind the pulpit.
It created much innocent entertainment for the audience, but the fault really
should have been remedied before the Saturday evening choir concert.
Discarded kneelers and rotting hymn books do not form a stable base for a
stage supporting an 80-strong choir. So when it came to the enthusiastic
rendering of hits from 60kl ahomadd,
something of a relief that the stage took this as the moment to signal defeat,
tipping the tenors behind the altar.
The audienceds thunderous appl ause,
choreographed part of the performance, was quite touching. | am sure all the
compensation claims will soon be sorted out.
Your one great mistake was to take on responsibility for organising the
refreshments afterwards. Church entertainments committees have centuries of
collective experience in judging the numbers of ham sandwiches and bottles of
milk required.
| am forever proud that our own ladies & through years of experience d can now
get five cups of tea from every tea bag and can butter bread so thinly that one
pack can last several months.
What you now do with 29 surplus loaves of bread is a problem you have brought
upon yourself. You could possibly use them for supporting the stage next year.
Your loving uncle, Eustace
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told he would be, with Jesus (Luke
23:43) (8) 8 Invalid (4)

9 Blasphemed (Ezekiel 36:20) (8)
11 Adhering to the letter of the law
rather than its spirit (Philippians 3:6)
(10) 14 Shut (Ecclesiastes 12:4) (6)
156 Thi s is

H H B
dNEEEEEEN
2 a B EEN
HEEEREE aEN
how it N _ H H H
who fi up things for himself but is

not rich towards God?©o

an d(6) 17 I\/Idar}/ or[ Isrsrgane%gl) (10'; 9 hat
20 Agreement (Hebrews 9:15) (8) 21 Natrve of, say, Bangkok 4)
22 Deaffort (anag.) (53) 23and 1 Acr odGed tabHtheanarLaod put
him in the Garden of i toworkitandtakefi of i td ( Genesis 2:1
Down: 1 Struggle between opposing forces (Habakkuk 1:3) (8)

(Luke 12:21)

2James defined this as 6looking after o
keepingones el f from being polluted by the w
6The one | ki Bismd s( Matet maw; 26: 48) ( 6)

artp uienrn pnayerﬁ (R

Col umbaos uSweraglcurrp tcszaeer (5)4 )

10 Loyalty(lsarah1918)(10)12 6God was pleased through
what f o Vtvossave th who believed (1 Cc
1% Camp where the angel of the Lord slew 185 500 men one night (2 Kings

19:35)(8)16 6 Ther efi i di Jsotniadtlhan; he is cripple

(2 Samuel 9:3) (1,3,2)18 David Livingstone was one (4) 19 Driver and Vehicle
Licensing Authority (1,1,1,1)

Solution on page 19
Yesterday is history
Tomorrow is a mystery
But today is a gift

and thatds why i

®2020t he year when my bin went out mo



Quite a few people in our church this year are due to celebrate (or have

celebrated) their Golden Weddindponald and | are due to renew our wedding

G2ea G {4 WrYSaQa !'w/ 3 1ftygAilOl 2y p Wc
and to celebrate the event | wrote a hymn that is going to be used in the
service which will be atteretl by members of our extended family and
WgSRRAY 3 LI Qhlidesmaids, \gmd@nside etc, as well as the
congregation.¢t KA & Aa | ofSaaiy3da F2N I ff
year. The tune it is set to is Mountain Christians (R&S 553nanhwhich talks
of Abraham & Sarafyanother couple of oldies!

0KS D3z

Golden Wedding Hymn

(Tune Mountain Christiang R&S 553)
1. God blessed this loving couple
On the happiest of days

As they promised one another

To share their lives always,

To honour and teherish

In sickness and in health,

In happiness and sorrow

In poverty and wealth.

2. Now fifty yearshave passed, and
Their family has grown,

We pray the love that joined them
May fill their hearts and home,
Through peace and love in Jesus,
Their helper, guide and friend,

And the joy that they began with

I 2y GAydzS (2 tAFSQa
3 To God the great Creatt,

To Christ, his loving son

Whose grace still moulds and shapes them
Together into one.

And to the Holy Spirit

Their strength along the way.

Be heartfelt thanks and praises

On this most joyful day.

Sy R

© Carol Dixon

Help Nehemiah

_rebuild the walls by
colouring in the tower

READ the **
story in book ¢

+ and drawing in the
. _restof the wall.

- of Nehemiah ,
**.chapters 1-7 -

Jun20 © deborah noble * parishpump.co.uk




Jane Brocklehurst on the value of going thr
finding some wonderful memories.

Looking for Hope Amongst the Clutteré

In this strange | ocked down season, because
noticed a change in the type of pictures posted on social media. In place of the
look-here-at-me selfies are snapshots of buds opening to display the colours of

spring.

Such hopeful images counterbalance gloomy statistics in the news media. There

are also more memory pictures 8 this is what | was doing on this day years ago When Nehemiah heard E_ - LJ ! Y

with people | love 8 | wish we could be together now. that the walls of Jeruaslem = y

Whil e wedre not all owed t opictechirkteoset he ki nd of WeJeinr;JiEShgsatﬁo}Nntd ———RL _A_L__
H ; ; : and wept For days ne 1aste e . ¥ =

gcr:uer:e& :viﬂindncsmfolrt(l)nvmgmozes vr\lleealre\?/diy ?af\:e. this unexpected fr and prayed before God. [B —_— MJ

: Finally the opportunity N T : :

photographs into albums. The photos and the albums have been there for a dD came for him to return to R it et Wy

while, waiting for me to get a round tuit. You remember the old joke? Imagine Jerusalem to rebuild .

people finding their round tuits in cupboards and drawers all over the country. the walls, but it was not

How would you use yours? To sow seeds that had not been planted? To read the going to be easy...

book gathering dust o n a shelf? READ Nehemiah’s story in

What else needs tackling? Now may be an ideal time to face the daunting corner the OId.Testament book of

where clutter lurks. Daunting because of what you may disturb among age-old Néhemlah, chapters 17 [ E Rj[

piles of unsorted belongings. Looking squarely at the past may be an : s list of all the ._ ———

unwelcome prospect. It makes us face uncomfortable questions. Projects we may Here IS Nehem:jahdstol be done o ( - A EJ’ | ER

never finish, equipment we cannot use any more, objects of attachment from things gh?;en\?vzuz of Jesusalem. ——— _ — ,

people webve | ost. | s g asta ndtidnanthesei ke what wed rgﬁﬂ‘:\mem'\ssinggapsonme |ﬂ____D EA_". J

unprecedented times? Issues we have been avoiding are suddenly highlighted tower to help rebuild the wall. 5T K\ P

through unfamiliar circumstances. —_—

O PRAY O GATE
O RUBBLE O BEAM
O REPAIR O BOLT
O RESTORE O BAR

STEP
O BUILD O
o WORK O TOWER

O STONE O HouiE
O TIMBER O POO

SH
ALLS O FINI
gVFVLOOR O DEDICATE

O ROOF O DOOR
O CELEBRATE

There is much tal k about gbtingbackéodharral | ooki ng
on the other side of this international crisis. Some people say they hope things

will have changed, that normal will not look the same as it used to, because we

have | earned valuable | essons atbesut what r e
whether or not we rise to the challenge, to reorganize society more fairly, to care

more for the environment.

By myself | cannot c¢ han gedtdldoleaftevtbeliftled, but | &
space that is in my care, not to let it be overwhelmed with needless clutter. Be

brave. Use this negative time to make a positive change in your small corner. If

you choose to sort it out, | guarantee that amidst all the mess you will find at

least one thing, however small, to bringyoujoydeven i f itds just a c
corner.

“How many gateé' ¢
. Were repaired? *
Who re-built them?,

How long di&':
_ ittake to finish ",
-, the walls?

Jun20 © deborah noble * parishpump.co.uk



Word Search for June

Coronavirus has turned our world upside down. But God is still there, and we
can callon Him,as Psalm91(vs6) r emi nds wusé

Whoever dwells in the shelter  of the Most High
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
2lwillsayofthe Lor d, oOHe i andmpyfortressf uge
my God, in whom I trust.o6
3 Surely he will save you
from the fowlerds snare
and from the deadly pestilence.
4 He will cover you with his feathers,
and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness will be your shield  and rampart.
5 You will not fear the terror of night,
nor the arrow that flies by day,
® nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness,
nor the plague that destroys at midday.

Dwells shelter most
High shadow almighty
Refuge fortress trust

Save snare deadly
Pestilence cover feathers
Wings faithfulness shield

Rampart fear terror
Night arrow plague

destroys

Solution on page 19



