Ruminations for June
Many of us, having reached our more mature years; have had the
experience of an enforced period of reduced mobility. Whether it be from
having broken a bone falling on ice, or doing some extreme sport, suffering an
arthritic flare-up of a joint or being struck down by some serious illness, such a
time is not often viewed with delight. Frustration seems to be the overwhelming
emotion. However, if we are open to learning new lessons, it can be a time of
receiving help and encouragement and beginning to appreciate what the daily
life of a disabled person may be like.
When I was 10 years old I had the first of these experiences when I was
confined to bed for several months, due to a severe kidney infection. I do not
remember being frustrated, but mainly bored. I was dependent largely on my
mother and my siblings, to act as runners for me. My friends would bring my
homework after school and pick it up on the way to school next day. My mother
helped me by explaining things I had not yet encountered. In order to allay my
boredom, I learned to embroider and knit. Those tea towels and pillowcases
followed me around for many years. Being able to read fluently, I devoured
many library books. Clearly, practical lessons won out over philosophical ones.
During my recent period of enforced limited mobility, I did learn some
important lessons in my time of extreme frustration. First of all, I was extremely
thankful for my husband’s presence, care and practical skills. Second, I learned
that being so independent, as I am, can have its drawbacks. There comes a time
in life when one is forced to relinquish some of this independence. That is a
hard lesson indeed. The problem comes when we realize that we may not
recover what we have lost and that the future may bring an even greater loss of
mobility and independence. On the other hand, the opportunity arises for us to
discover all the aids to mobility that exist out there.
In times of illness and restricted mobility, we have the opportunity to receive
help, flowers, prayers and visits. Sometimes we have difficulty being on the
receiving end. Jesus knew, even as his words seemed to imply that he didn’t,
that the experience of giving and receiving is a reciprocal one. If we are the
ones always doing the giving, we have no opportunity to learn to receive. Those
who often seem to be doing all the receiving, then have no opportunity to learn
to give. We should cultivate those gifts, so that both giver and receiver are
blessed.
Suzanne Hamnett
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NOTES OF THE MEETING OF THE NORTHERN SYNOD HELD
ON 17 MARCH, 2018
Synod gathered for its Spring Meeting at St John’s United Reformed
Church, Wideopen, where we were welcomed with coffee and scones.
The Moderator, Revd David Herbert, warmly welcomed everyone,
including ecumenical visitors. Present from St George’s were David
Grosch-Miller and Joyce Calcraft.
Worship was led by Revd Jane Rowell and “Waves”, an ecumenical
choir. Wideopen is now part of a new church grouping known as ‘Four
Churches in One Place.’
Synod Clerk, Melanie Campbell reported on the work of Mission
Council and urged us to take out subscriptions to the URC monthly
magazine “Reform”.
Convener of the URC Northern Province Trust, Revd David GroschMiller, presented the Trust’s report and thanked former Convener, Revd
James Breslin, for his work and commitment over many years. The
Trust’s goals for 2018 are: ~ to complete the reform of the investment
pool, ~ to review legal adviser’s appointment, ~ review the Synod team,
~ review property strategy, ~ update data protection practice to comply
with GDPR. David urged us to follow advice on Data Protection as the
fines are considerable. In reply to a query, the Synod Clerk said there are
no immediate plans for training sessions in Data Protection. All churches
are asked to submit full annual accounts. The Trust has awarded several
grants to local churches, including one of £699 to Widdrington towards
manse and hall external redecoration.
Reports were received from Keld Resource Centre and the Grindon
Mission Project.
Reporting on St Cuthbert’s Centre, Holy Island, Revd Rachel Poolman
said that the extent of the woodworm hasn’t yet been resolved and they
are still exploring ideas for the garden revamp. She encouraged churches
to have a day away at the Centre, which she could facilitate.
Children and Youth Work report was presented by Sandy Ogilvie. He
said that five churches have developed their ideas to give a young person
some paid (by Synod) part-time work for 12 months. General Assembly
asked Church House to conduct a review of all children’s and youth work
in Synods.
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This began at the end of January and Synod is taking part in that review.
Action Foundation Chief Executive, Julian Prior, talked about the ways
in which housing and support projects in Newcastle, Gateshead and
Sunderland continue to support the estimated 300 destitute people living
on our streets. His video illustrated how the offer of a spare room, even
for a short period, is life changing.
Revd Meg Robb reported on Mission Committee and encouraged further
use of the prayer gift bags which had been distributed at the October
Synod. She reminded us to continue to use the prayer leaflet entitled ‘A
Way Forward’ to ensure the process is undergirded by prayer.
Regarding Safeguarding matters, Geraldine Sands said there are still
some churches which have not completed and returned the Safeguarding
Policy document to Synod. We are working closely with the Methodist
church, so that LEPs do not have to complete both URC and Methodist
returns. The Safeguarding Policy must be reviewed annually by the
Elders Meeting.
Encouragingly, in her report for Ministries and Development, Revd
Hilary Collinson said there is more money as they have ‘underspent’ and
the Committee is willing to hear more applications. In 2017 they paid
grants for Spring Retreat, Individual Grants, Keld Pilot Event. Planned
for 2018 are grants for Spring Retreat, grants for Women’s Convention,
Scotland, ‘Trauma in Churches’ training for ministers and lay people in
September, Revd Dr Rosalind Selby’s ‘Luke’s Gospel’ in Newcastle in
December and a Keld Event. Hilary emphasized that it is our money, so
get in touch with the Committee if you think they can help.
The Moderator talked of the Synod Way Forward, including ‘Walking
the Way’ missional discipleship. He said that something is happening
across the denominations and we are all seeking a new way forward,
seeking to discern God’s voice for us. Synod members all received a
copy of the booklet ‘Footsteps’ and Jane Rowell reminded us that there
are many resources on the national URC website. Look for our copy in
the vestibule.
Stepwise is the new URC discipleship development programme for
people of all ages. It is an integral part of Walking the Way. The five
streams are: Faith-filled life; faith-fuelled leadership; faith-filled
confidence; faith-filled community; faith-filled worship.
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By helping people to develop as disciples, Stepwise aims to contribute to
wider community and Church transformation.
All Resolutions in the Book of Reports were voted upon and carried,
amongst these were Resolution 10: Synod appoints Revd Ron Forster as
Convener of Ministries and Development Committee until March 2021.
A further Resolution 15 was added: Synod confirms the following people
to be members of the Synod Panel from which a mandated group may be
called if required by the Ministerial Disciplinary Process (Section O):
Margaret Brock, Revd Hilary Collinson, Peter Etwell, Revd Joan
Grindrod-Helmn, Pat Poinen and Mary Kelly. The Moderator would call
two people from those named and another from outside the Synod.
John Drew gave a personal view of being a Pastoral Partner for the
LMMR reviews.
There is to be a Borders Abbeys Way pilgrimage, 22 July-27 July 2018.
Five days of spiritual and physical exercise, a time for worship, walking
and dining together, exploring the theme of New Monasticism. If
interested contact Linda Gowland on 01434 605837 or
linda.gowland@btopenworld.com.
In her Synod Executive Report, Synod Clerk Melanie talked of Youth
plans for 2019. She also explained that new EU regulation coming into
effect 25 May covers all personal data, whether held on paper or on a
computer. Churches will have to conduct a data audit of all personal
information to ensure it is lawful and every church should have a privacy
notice and also have a process for dealing with a breach.
Rachel Jobes gave us an insight into modern slavery, illustrated by a
short film – an uncomfortable watch. Slavery still exists in massive
numbers – at least 13,000 in the UK, and possibly many thousands more.
1.2 million children are trafficked every year. ‘Hope for Justice’ is here
to rescue victims and restore lives and Rachel would like to run Hope
Sundays in our churches to raise awareness. To know more contact
Rachel at www.hopeforjustice.org.
The Moderator reflected on the meeting and closed with prayer.
The next Meeting of Synod will be on Saturday, 13 October 2018 at
Northgate URC, Darlington.
Joyce Calcraft
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Morpeth and Mitford Churches Together
Asylum Seekers Support Group 2018
Joy Wight has been writing these reports for the past 14 years and has
reluctantly decided that it is time for someone else to take on the task so from
now on most of these reports will come from me.
I would like to take this opportunity of thanking Joy for all her hard work over
the years to support the Refugees and Asylum Seekers, and would like to assure
you all that her garage is still available as a collection point for goods for the
projects.
West End Refugee Service
As well as their routine work WERS (The West End Refugee Service) has been
busy with its Awareness Raising Programme which includes going into schools
and providing information about asylum seekers and refugees and seeking to
encourage young people to respond positively to them. The feedback received
from one year 9 girl to a talk given by Ali, WERS’ Support Worker was
“It has been very inspirational and has motivated me to learn more and
promote it as well.”
There is also a new project, Creative FUSE Innovation Pilot, which is trying to
develop a website which will match asylum seekers’ and refugees’ skills with
community volunteering opportunities. This is being done in consultation with
the WERS clients and organisations in the area.
Justice and Peace Refugee Project
They are currently working with 400 active asylum seekers who come from 51
different countries. The numbers are steadily increasing as, although across the
country the number of asylum seekers is decreasing, they are being dispersed to
places where housing is cheaper. This means that more are coming to the North
East. All the asylum seekers receive a bag of food each week from the Project.
Asylum seekers who have failed in their applications lose all benefits including
the accommodation they have been given, leaving them destitute. Exceptions to
this are families with children, who are protected by the Children Act. 175 of
the clients are destitute and are given £25 a month.
This project has 45 willing volunteers and recently a Project Worker, Leah
Stephenson, has been appointed because of the increasing workload.
Margaret Brock
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Knitter, Natter, Crafts & Chatter Coffee Group
The group meets on Wednesday mornings from 10am-12noon in the Drysdale
room (entry by the front door). We aim to enjoy each others company whilst
drinking tea/coffee, sharing projects for church or charity, or doing our own
projects. Anyone is welcome to drop in just for a cup of coffee.
Contact: Joan Cooper, Tel: 515682

In praise of knitting… Knitting can be astonishingly good for you. This
gentle hobby has been found to lower blood pressure, reduce depression, keep
your mind alert, slow the onset of dementia, distracts from chronic pain (such as
arthritis), boost wellbeing, and reduce loneliness. A major study by the
organisation Knit for Peace has found that knitting lowers the heart rate by an
average of 11 beats per minute and induces ‘an enhanced state of calm.’ The
repetitive movement also boosts calming serotonin, which lifts your mood and
dulls any pain. Knitting also boosts the reward centres of the brain, because it
allows people to feel that they can still make a contribution to society. In Britain,
where the NHS spends more than £2 billion each year on blood pressure
treatments, around £300 million on antidepressants, and about £26 billion on
dementia, and unknown billions on various chronic pain, perhaps more people
should take up knitting. As one expert says: ‘Research has shown that there is a
growing crisis in primary care. As a skilled and creative occupation, knitting has
therapeutic potential. There is an enormous amount of research showing that
knitting has physical and mental health benefits.’

Tea Time Talks
NOTE THAT THE AUTUMN/WINTER SERIES OF TTTs WILL BE AT THE NEW
TIME OF 2 pm. THE FIRST OF THESE WILL BE ON SEPTEMBER 20th AND
WILL BE JARED AGAIN - "OUT OF AFRICA - THE STORY OF HUMAN
EVOLUTION"
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There is a new church email address stgeorgesurcmorpeth@gmail.com

Northumberland Pride March
On the 2nd June 2018 at 12 noon the first
Northumberland Pride March will take place. Meet
at that Market Place from 11.30am. This will be
followed by an event at the Rugby Club to
celebrate LGBT+ life in Northumberland. All are
welcome, whether you are LGBT+ yourself,
a friend, family
member or ally.

Fathers Day 17th June
Summer Solstice 21st
Seen this best-watched film? ….If your recent experiences with social
media have left your nerves feeling jangled, then leave it alone this
coming weekend. Instead, why not try for an up-building exercise which
will boost your mood and leave you feeling calm? TRY A FILM! Send
for the DVD of the film that the Guinness Book of Records declares as
the most watched film – secular or religious – in the whole of history.
Forget The Titanic. It is ‘The Jesus Film’ – watched over 6 billion times
and translated into 1,200 languages. Some 200 million people worldwide have declared themselves to have found personal faith and meaning
in life, through watching it. Just Google www.agape.org.uk
Then share it with friends….
Flower Rota for June/July
June 3 See notice board
10
Morpeth Fair Day
Margaret Finney
17
Jean Elliott
24
Joan Cooper 515682
Rep

June/July 2018

July 1
8
15
22
29
Rep

Anne Crombie
The Auld Family
Dorothy Luke
Derek Lowes
Mary Kelly
Mary Kelly 829656

The Bill…
Some years ago, an artist was
commissioned to restore a mural
in a Yorkshire Church. He did the
work and submitted a bill, but the
authorities refused to pay until
they had specific details of the
work done, so another bill was
submitted, and this is how it read
To:
Washing High Priest’s Servants 10 shillings and sixpence
Cleaning out St. David’s ears 2 shillings
Polishing up Pontius Pilate and
putting new ribbons in his hat 8 shillings
Renewing Heaven, adjusting the
stars and cleaning the moon - 7
shillings
Brightening up the flames of hell,
putting a new tail on the devil and
doing odd jobs for the damned £1 11shillings and one penny
Touching up purgatory and
restoring four lost souls 7 shillings.
Improving appearance of
Pharaoh’s daughter - 2 shillings
Mending shirt of Prodigal Son 2 shillings.
The bill was paid without
comment.
Solution on page 20
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FAMILY PICNIC & CEILIDH
As part of the St George’s Lift-Repair Appeal, we are planning to hold a
Family Picnic and Ceilidh
on Saturday 7 July at St George’s United Reformed Church,
from 5 – 7.30 pm.
Depending upon the weather the picnic will be held either in the church
garden or Hall and should last from about 5pm – 5.45pm
– you are asked to bring along your own picnic food and refreshments.
The ceilidh will follow in the Church Hall from 6 – 7.30pm. NO
PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE OF DANCING IS NECESSARY – all
dances will be walked-through first and then “called” during
performance. It is suitable for all ages so we expect parents/grandparents
to join in too!
Music will be provided by our own “live” Ceilidh Band – “sgurc”.
As it is partly a fund –raising event we ask for a donation of £5 per
family (up to 2 Adults plus 2 Children) OR £2 per adult and £1 per child.
PLEASE NOTE THAT FOR HEALTH, SAFETY AND
“RESPONSIBILITY” REASONS, WE WILL NEED ALL CHILDREN
TO BE ACCOMPANIED BY ADULT/ADULTS.
This is an ideal opportunity to get children involved in traditional English
Country Dancing, so please do come along and support it.
Our only requirements are that you ENJOY yourselves (and please DO
NOT wear stiletto or kitten heels as our floor has just been revarnished!)
To get some idea of numbers likely to attend, please contact me on 01670
514610 or email jared-marg@hotmail.com to let me know if you are
coming.
Jared Johnson
Please note: There is NO TTT or CDC until September
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SUMMER CONCERTS
We are going to have two concerts during the summer the first of which on
Sunday 1st July is to be given by Bradley Creswick (Violin), Leader of Royal
Northern Sinfonia accompanied by David Murray (Piano) which brings together
two of the top musicians in the North-East. This concert will be a fund-raiser for
the Church Lift Fund and tickets are already going well. Please support this event
– Bradley is not only a brilliant violinist but also a wonderful entertainer. Full
details are on the attached Flyer.
Then on Saturday 18th August we are holding a Strawberry tea with
entertainment by Clarinettist George Macdonald formerly of Northern Sinfonia
and leader of the Virtuoso Jazz Trio. On this occasion George will be playing solo
accompanied by Ken and will be presenting a wide variety of light hearted music
– mostly from the first half of 20th Century ranging from Saint-Saens and
Rachmaninov to Gershwin and Duke Ellington. Again the full details are on the
attached flyer.
Buy or Borrow Book & Jigsaw Library
Again, our grateful thanks to all those who continue to bring books and jigsaws
enabling us to refresh the shelves and update the library. Please keep them
coming as the Library is ever in need of up-to-date books. More importantly
keep borrowing or buying !!!
Family Photos
Family photos are always needed. You can always E-mail them to Ken at
kdirvine@sky.com who will print out copies to go on the Family Notice Board.
Although we have had one or two family photos recently we can always use
more – surely you have some event of note to share with us all.
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St. George’s United Reformed Church

Sunday 1st July
at 6.00pm
An Evening with
Bradley Creswick Violin
Leader of the Royal Northern Sinfonia
Orchestra

Accompanied by
David Murray Piano
£7-50
Tea / coffee and cake included
Tickets available from Gillian or Ken
Tel: 01670 515870
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ST. GEORGE’S
UNITED
REFORMED
CHURCH
MORPETH

A “Strawberry Tea”
With a variety of music
presented by
George Macdonald
And Friends
From2.30pm to 4 00 pm

Strawberries and Cream
Served from 2.30 pm.
Entertainment from 3.00 pm

Saturday 18th August 2018
Admission £5 including
refreshments
For further details and tickets
please call Gillian on 01670 515870
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Crossword for June/July
Across: 1 Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10)
7 Musician called for by Elisha when
he met the kings of Israel, Judah and
Edom (2 Kings 3:15) (7) 8 The request
that led to the institution of the Lord’s
Prayer: ‘Lord, — us to pray’ (Luke 11:1)
(5) 10 ‘We are hard pressed on
every—’(2Corinthians4:8)(4)
11 Fraud (2Corinthians6:8)(8)
13 ‘His troops advance in force; they
build a siege ramp against me and —
around my tent’ (Job 19:12) (6)
15 Where Rachel hid Laban’s household gods when he searched his daughter’s
tent (Genesis 31:34) (6) 17 ‘Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you
to be—’ (1 Corinthians 12:1) (8) 18 Nomadic dwelling(Genesis26:25)(4) 21 ‘As for
man, his days are like—,he flourishes like a flower of the field’ (Psalm 103:15) (5)
22 Or I live (anag.)(7) 23 Those guilty of 1 Across(Romans13:4)(10).
Down: 1 ‘God so loved the — that he gave his one and only Son’ (John 3:16) (5)
2 ‘Away in a manger, no — for a bed’ (4); 3 Mob ten (anag.) (6)
4 ‘Each — group made its own gods in several towns where they settled’ (2 Kings
17:29) (8) 5 Began (Luke 9:46) (7) 6 Speaking very softly (John 7:32) (10)
9 Workers Ruth joined when she arrived in Bethlehem with her mother-in-law
Naomi (Ruth 2:3) (10) 12 Put in jail(Acts22:19)(8) 14 Aceturn (anag.)(7)
16 Discharge(Acts21:3)(6) 19 ‘All these—come from inside and make a man
“unclean”’ (Mark 7:23) (5) 20 ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and — him
glory!’(Revelation19:7)(4). Solution on page 20

Be with you…The vicar at a local church experienced some technical problems
with the sound system one Sunday. Instead of starting the service as usual with
‘The Lord be with you’, he said: ‘There’s something wrong with this
microphone.’ Not hearing this, the congregation responded: ‘And also with you.’
Blessing…A wife invited some people to dinner. At the table, she turned to their
six-year-old daughter and asked her to say the blessing. ‘I don’t know what to
say,’ the girl replied. ‘Just say what you hear Mummy say,’ the wife answered.
The daughter bowed her head and said, ‘Lord, why on earth did I invite all these
people to dinner?’
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Dementia Awareness
On Thursday 3 May, sixteen of
us met in the Drysdale Room
for a dementia awareness
session. This was led by Guy
Kirk, a volunteer for the
Alzheimer’s Society.
Guy’s talk was very interesting
and informative and everybody
had a chance to join in, ask
questions and discuss.
He challenged people’s preconceptions of dementia and what it was like to live
with dementia and gave five key messages:1. Dementia is not a natural part of aging;
2. Dementia is caused by diseases of the brain;
3. Dementia is not just about losing your memory – it can affect
thinking, communicating and doing everyday tasks;
4. It’s possible to live well with dementia;
5. There’s more to a person than the dementia.
He also stressed that dementia affects people in different ways and said “if you’ve
met one person with dementia you’ve met one person with dementia!”
So what now?
1. The elders are going to discuss the issues raised and will be starting to
think about the implications for St George’s;
2. Guy is working with others, including a couple of volunteers from St
George’s, to make Morpeth a dementia friendly town so you can expect
to hear more about the subject;
3. I already have a list of 6 people who could not attend the event. I am
happy to arrange for another session and Guy has already said he would
be very happy to come back. So if you are interested in coming to a
session on dementia awareness and haven’t already told me let me know
and I can either set up a date just for St George’s, Great Bavington and
Widdrington again or if there aren’t enough people to make a full course I
can try and tap into another course or put on a course and widen the
invitation to other churches. Let me know. Thanks Margaret Brock
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Wordsearch for June/July
Many of us know the song ‘Day by Day’ – the folk-rock ballad from the musical
Godspell. It ran: Day by day, day by day, Oh dear Lord, three things I pray: to
see thee more clearly, love thee more dearly, follow thee more nearly, day by day.
But did you know that the lyrics are based on the prayer of Richard of Chichester,
a bishop in the 13th century? Richard was greatly loved. He was charitable and
accessible, both stern and merciful to sinners, very generous to those stricken by
famine, and a brilliant legislator of his diocese. He decreed that the sacraments
were to be administered without payment, the clergy to be chaste, and the laity to
attend Mass on Sundays and holy days.
Richard was also prominent in preaching the Crusade, which he saw as a call to
reopen the Holy Land to pilgrims, not as a political expedition. He died in 1253.
In art, Richard of Chichester is represented with a chalice at his feet, in memory
of his having once dropped the chalice at Mass!
Day Rock Ballad
Musical Godspell
Dear Lord Three
Things Pray
See Clearly love
Dearly Follow
Nearly bishop sinners
Generous famine
Sacraments laity crusades
Pilgrims chalice
Solution on page 20
Apples…. This tale comes from a Catholic elementary school…
Up at the head table in the cafeteria, one of the nuns had placed a big bowl of
bright red, fresh, juicy apples. Beside the bowl, she placed a note which read,
‘Take only one. Remember, God is watching.’
At the other end of the table was a bowl full of freshly baked chocolate chip
cookies,
still warm from the oven. Beside the bowl lay a little note scrawled in a child's
handwriting which read, ‘Take all you want. God is watching the apples.’
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Solutions
ACROSS: 1, Wickedness. 7, Harpist. 8, Teach. 10, Side. 11, Impostor. 13, Encamp.
15, Saddle. 17, Ignorant. 18, Tent. 21, Grass. 22, Olivier. 23, Wrongdoers.
DOWN: 1, World. 2, Crib. 3, Entomb. 4, National. 5, Started. 6, Whispering. 9,
Harvesters. 12, Imprison. 14, Centaur. 16, Unload. 19, Evils, 20, Give.

Colour In!
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Great Bavington URC
Services:.

Sunday 3 June: Tea on the Lawn at Great Bavington Church – 5.30pm for
tea, cake and music from Shirley Forster and the St George's URC Band,
followed by Songs of Praise at 6.30pm which will be led by Ron Forster
Sunday 17 June: 6.30pm service led by St George's Worship Group.
Sunday 1 July: 6.30pm, communion service led by Ron Forster.
Sunday 15 July: 6.30pm, Andy Lie will lead the service and give an AV
presentation about his time as a human rights observer in Palestine.
Andy is N Synod's Ecumenical Officer. Tea and cake after the service so
we can have a chance to talk more about what we have found out about
Palestine.
Saturday 21 July: Plant Sale at The Old Vicarage, Kirkwhelpington, in aid
of Great Bavington Church, 12.00 to 4.00pm, Also strawberry cream
teas, book stall, cake stall.
Other events in the church meeting room:
Wednesday 27 June and Wednesday 25 July: Art & Craft Club, 6.30pm
onwards. Bring whatever project you are working on at the moment (or
none) for a sociable evening and get inspirational ideas from others. Tea
and home baking. Further info: lynnerawles@gmail.com
History Night: dates t.b.a (we can't plan far ahead!).
Further info: bavingtonchurch@gmail.com 01830 540350
St Oswald's Way
The church will be open most days from the end of March until the end of
October (British Summer Time). The church is on St Oswald's Way and welcomes
walkers."
Church Secretary:
Nicola Bell, Carr Cottage, Great Bavington NE19 2BN. Tel 01830 540350
Church Treasurer:
Hilary Wells, The Old Vicarage, Kirkwhelpington, Northumberland, NE19 2RT. Tel:
01830 540319.
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Widdrington URC
PRAYING TOGETHER
During June and July, please pray for:
Victims of terrorism and natural disasters
The world's war zones
The work of Self-help Africa, Christian Aid, and other relief agencies
Medical and nursing practitioners
The emergency services
Ministers, CRCWs, Lay preachers, worship leaders, children's workers
Those who are recently bereaved
Anyone you know who is ill or has recently suffered an accident
Your neighbours
Students finishing their courses and seeking employment
"Prayer, the Churches banquet, Angels age,
God's breath in man, returning to his birth,
The soul in paradise, heart in pilgrimage,
The Christian plummet, sounding heav'n and earth" (George Herbert)
Seven days without prayer make one weak

WIDDRINGTON CHURCH NEWS
I’d like to invite everybody to contribute information that they think might be of
interest. Just give me the details in writing either on a piece of paper or by email
to elliemist@gmail.com and I’ll do the rest. (I’d still welcome articles though).
The Copy Date for each magazine is the Sunday prior to the 20 th of the month
before the next issue. If you miss the deadline your contribution may have to be
held over to the next issue. December/January and June/July are usually double
issues.
Flowers: Arranged in June by Fiona and in July and August by Kathleen. Any
donations for flowers to the appropriate arranger please.
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Easy Fund Raising (Easy?) Do you shop online? The chances are that your vendor
will be part of Easy Fund Raising. Amazon and John Lewis are, for instance. (Some
of our EF members only shop with retailers who are in the scheme!) This means
that if you register for Easy Fund Raising at easyfundraising.org.uk and select
Widdrington United Reformed Church as your Good Cause 1 or 2 % of the
purchase price of your item will come to us at no extra cost to yourself. Please talk
to Fiona about it soon.
For our “Widdrington Day" in June we are reviving the idea of a 'Sunday School
Treat'. This will take the form of a church outing to Beamish Museum. A coach
will leave the church at 9.00am on Saturday June 16th. There is a list for you to
sign.
In July we will have a car treasure hunt on Friday 20th. There will be a staggered
start from the Church car Park from 6.00 pm. Who knows where we will finish.
Please bring a contribution for supper. Bring you friends. If you are on your own,
come anyway. There will be someone to go with you or you can join another car.
Instant friendship.
Recent fund raising: May Day bank holiday coffee morning raised £180, which is
a very satisfactory sum, being nearly twice last year's total, and one of the best for
this particular coffee morning which is traditionally the least productive of our
events.
The Christian Aid Quiz raised £88, in an evening much enjoyed by all who
attended.
News or the Spring Bank Holiday coffee morning will be in the August newsletter
Vacancy
We are still awaiting news of any interest in our profile.
The Knitted Bible. There will be a report on The Knitted Bible in the August
magazine.
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Regular events:
st
1 Tuesday: Coffee Club meets at a variety of coffee shops in the area. 10.30am.
All friends are welcome. In June we will be going to the cafe at the Hauxley Nature
Reserve ( I can't remember what it's called). The July venue will be announced
later.
1st Wednesday: The Prayer group usually meets at 7.00pm. All are welcome to
join us. If you would like us to pray about any situation, please tell us. We usually
meet at Cooks Hemmel.
Holy Grounds
A morning coffee get together for families and friends, alternate Monday
mornings in the hall. Bring your preschoolers, aunties and grannies and have a
friendly natter with whoever turns up. More information from Liv.
Facebook: If you are on Facebook, have you checked out our Facebook page yet?
Search for Widdrington United Reformed Church. Please like us and let me know
if you think I’ve missed anything that should be on. If you take pictures at any
event please post them as a guest ( but remember to get permission of any
people on your photos and particularly from the parents of any children before
you post)
Please note: Sean, our sheep, has his own Facebook page! Search for ‘Sean'. Sean
now has twelve page 'likes' but he wants some more, so please tell your friends
about him!
The website is at: www.widdringtonurc.org.uk
I'd appreciate some help to improve it, as it's very wordy at the moment, partly
because I'm happiest with words. I'm still looking for volunteers to be additional
site editors. Someone with hardware the can post pictures would be good!
Churches Together in Widdrington and Ulgham
We have decided not to hold the sponsored walk this year, as support has fallen
off.
The 'Pop up' FREE cafe in the Community Centre will continue at least for a few
more weeks. Interest appears to be growing.
FEM
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