Points to Ponder
I sometimes watch who do You Think You Are, the popular TV programme
which helps celebrities trace their roots and ancestry. It is often fascinating and
sometimes quite sad as folk discover that their forbears either had a tragic life or
were involved in dubious activities.
You can get on-line packages and books to show you how to make a family tree
if you are keen to find out more. I have never tried doing our tree. Most of my
living relatives and the now deceased ones I can remember from my earlier life
came from the south of England – so physical access to records in situ would
not be as easy as if they were further north. It is something that I probably ought
to do, though, to ensure the knowledge of our past doesn’t disappear for good.
Looking back at our past is often a good thing. It helps us see where we have
come from. With hindsight we see many things with a greater clarity than when
they were actually happening to us. The setbacks we thought at the time were
devastating to our future can be seen, in the light of later experience, to have
been formative in making us the people we are now. The mistakes we made can
be viewed, as we get older, with a kind of wry humour at our innocence or
youthful enthusiasm. Similarly, our former view of people we have
encountered, which may have been coloured by an unacknowledged prejudice,
may change as we see them in the light of their frailty and as we own up to
ourselves that we simply ‘got them wrong.’ They have, perhaps, turned out to
be amazingly courageous in facing issues that we know would have made us
crumble. The past can be educational, inspiring and stimulating as we reflect on
the wonderful people who have shown us love and set us on the road to wisdom
and understanding. In many church fellowships the list of such folk can be very
long indeed.
But we cannot dwell on the past, even though this is, unfortunately, one of the
things we do more frequently as we grow older – as I am finding out! My
grown up children, having heard my anecdotes several times over recent years,
now roll their eyes if I embark on one of my whimsies. My grandchildren, on
the other hand, still display an interest in my stories. However, they have taken
to asking me what things were like ‘in the olden days’. This makes me feel
positively antique! I suspect that schools are partly responsible for this.
There is a strong move to teach ‘living history’, recounting the past by
recreating life as it was for ordinary people, or getting the children to ask their
grandparents about life as it was in their childhood. All excellent, of course, but
it doesn’t help my sense of getting older!
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So, as we progress into a new year, as we look back on the previous twelve
months, we can learn from the past. Studying history can teach us about the
mistakes that have led to international catastrophes including wars we should
have learnt to avoid. On the personal note, we can give thanks to God for the
many blessings we have received from people and places and things. The
positive past is to be treasured. But we then need the confidence to go forward
in the faith that we shall have many more experiences of grace and love and
many new and strange places to adventure, both literally and in the Spirit,
strong in the faith that ‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.’
That constancy in the love of God is the grounds on which we can take these
new, risky adventures. Secure in this foundation, we can follow the leading of
that Spirit, who is as restless as the wind and draws those of faith to follow into
new and maybe unfamiliar ways.
Stuart Brock

Morpeth and Mitford Churches Together
Asylum Seekers Support Group March 2018
It is 14 years since the churches in Mitford and Morpeth decided to take up the
challenge of engaging with two charities in Newcastle which were grappling
with the traumatic problems faced by Asylum Seekers in the city. Those
problems have steadily increased and unfortunately attitudes towards to those
we help have in some quarters become unsympathetic because the situation has
become confused with that of economic migrants and mass movements of
peoples escaping the horrors of war. The West End Refugee Service and the
Justice and Peace Centre in the City, need all the more support at this time, not
only with goods but also money.
Maura Illingworth and myself feel the need to stand down after all this time and
pass on to fresh hands. Watch this page for news about this. We have no
intention of withdrawing our support and the present system is continuing. My
garage remains the place for goods to be stored pending transport to Newcastle.
For more information about the work of the Charities speak to Maura or myself
and we can pass on addresses and e-mail information Our numbers are 515990
and 516452.
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Morpeth Justice and Peace Group
Asylum Seekers and Refugees in Northumberland
At its last meeting, the Morpeth Justice & Peace Group was very pleased to
welcome Lilian Nelson from British Red Cross, and AA, an asylum seeker
currently living in Ashington. A, a journalist, described his arduous journey
from his home country, Iraq, where he was subject to illegal detention and
physical abuse. With his wife and two children, they fled to Istanbul with
tickets and entry visas to travel to the USA. At Istanbul airport check-in, they
discovered that his wife’s visa had been rescinded by the USA. She is a Kurd
and it is likely that she was caught by Donald Trump’s restrictions on USA
entrants. A and the children, continued their journey and at Heathrow, claimed
asylum and, eventually, through the dispersal system arrived in Ashington,
where the children are settling into primary school but are distraught at the
separation from their mother. As a journalist, A was concerned that many
people in Europe do not receive accurate news reports of the situation in
conflict-torn countries and advocated that we should all be careful to do more
research if we really want to gain an understanding rather than depending on the
headlines that appear in the popular media, including the BBC.
In Ashington there are 16 families - 34 adults and 25 children whose ages range
from 6 months to 16 years. Three of the families have dependent members with
a disability including autism. In Blyth, there are 2 families -3 adults and 3
children. This means we have a total of 65 new neighbours who are seeking
asylum. One family has temporary leave to remain in the UK meaning that
their asylum claim has been upheld. Our new Northumbrians originated in
Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Albania, Iran, Pakistan, Gambia, Nigeria, Bangladesh
and Vietnam. Those who have a faith are Sikh, Muslim and Christian.
The British Red Cross funds a weekly drop-in session at Hirst Welfare, run by
the County of Sanctuary where support and advice is available as well as the
opportunity for asylum seekers to meet and support each other. People have to
travel into Newcastle and beyond for legal appointments and Home Office
interviews and the Red Cross can help with travel costs, bearing in mind that
asylum seekers receive only £36 per week per person. The County of Sanctuary
also meet practical needs – clothing, bedding etc. and have found TVs for
people. However, the accommodation management company (G4S) have
decreed that asylum seekers are not allowed to own TVs and so these are
loaned, the costs of licences having been met from financial donations.
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The UK has very few asylum seekers and refugees compared to other parts of
the world where people are often displaced within their own country or to
neighbouring countries. E.g. there are 11 million such people in the Middle
East alone. Jordan has 655,000 Syrian refugees registered. The Lebanese town
of Arsal with an estimated population of 10,000 is hosting 70,000 Syrian
refugees.
The UK asylum process can be lengthy. After a claim is made, people are
dispersed around the country to provided accommodation which is managed by
G4S but usually owned by private landlords. The Home Office interviews
every asylum seeker and may at that point grant refugee status which is usually
in the form of temporary leave to remain for 5 years. If the claim is refused,
there is an appeals process which can be very lengthy and if the claim continues
to be refused, the people have 28 days to leave their accommodation and they
no longer have financial support from the Government. Therefore, they become
totally destitute and this is the reality for “failed” asylum seekers. If they agree
to be returned to their country of origin, which they fled, the support is
reinstated until they are returned. Many are too frightened to agree to being
returned.
There are 100s of failed asylum seekers in Newcastle who rely on small
handouts from British Red Cross, WERS and other charities and churches.
Some will stay with friends but if the friends are asylum seekers they, in turn,
will lose their accommodation if this is discovered. There is no recourse at all
to public funds in these cases and the Home Office takes slow action to return
people and as they are homeless, will usually lose track of their whereabouts. In
some cases, the best the British Red Cross can do is provide sleeping bags.
Homeless shelters will only take people in receipt of benefits and so these are
not available for failed asylum seekers.
The Morpeth Justice and Peace Group are going to consider ways they can be of
help to local asylum seekers and if you want to contact the group the e-mail
address is: morpethjandp@gmail.com.
Mary Ord
Alternatively you can discuss your interest with Margaret Brock.
If you are interested in attending one of our meetings the next one will be held
on Monday 12 March at 2pm in the Drysdale room.
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29th March - Maundy Thursday – time to wash feet
Maundy Thursday is famous for two things. The first is one of the final acts that
Jesus did before His death: the washing of His own disciples’ feet. (see John 13)
Jesus washed His disciples’ feet for a purpose: “A new command I give you: Love
one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.” His disciples
were to love through service, not domination, of one another.
In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum novum do vobis’.
The word ‘mundy’ is thus a corruption of the Latin ‘mandatum’ (or command).
The ceremony of the ‘washing of the feet’ of members of the congregation
came to be an important part of the liturgy (regular worship) of the medieval
church, symbolising the humility of the clergy, in obedience to the example of
Christ.
But Thursday was also important because it was on that night that Jesus first
introduced the Lord’s Supper, or what we nowadays call Holy Communion.
Jesus and His close friends had met in a secret upper room to share the
Passover meal together - for the last time. And there Jesus transformed the
Passover into the Lord’s Supper, saying, ‘this is my body’ and ‘this is my blood’
as He, the Lamb of God, prepared to die for the sins of the whole world. John’s
gospel makes it clear that the Last Supper took place the evening BEFORE the
regular Passover meal, and that later Jesus died at the same time that the
Passover lambs were killed.
30th March - GOOD FRIDAY – the day the Son of God died for you
Good Friday is the day on which Jesus died on the cross. He was crucified at
9am in the morning, and died six hours later, at 3pm. It is the most solemn day
in the Christian year, and is widely marked by the removal of all decorations
from churches.
In Lutheran churches, the day was marked by the reading of the passion
narrative in a gospel, a practice which lies behind the ‘passions’ composed by
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750). Both the St Matthew Passion and the St
John Passion have their origins in this observance of Good Friday.
The custom of observing a period of three hours’ devotion from 12 midday to 3
pm on Good Friday goes back to the 18th century. The ‘Three Hours of the
Cross’ often take the form of an extended meditation on the ‘Seven Last Words
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from the Cross’, with periods of silence, prayer, or hymn-singing.

Living the Questions repeat– An adult nurture course
After tasting and seeing that the Living the Questions material is fulsome,
we are going to repeat the autumn sessions. The readings will be
distributed in advance as pre-reading (email or speak with Carla:
cagroschmiller@yahoo.co.uk; phone 01670 511 487) and we’ll stop the
DVD from time to time to discuss the material.
We’ll meet on Sunday afternoons, 4 - 5:30pm for seven weeks from
4th February in the Drysdale Room at St George’s URC Morpeth.
Here are the themes for the sessions:
4 March
11 March
18 March

Lives of Jesus
A Passion for Christ: Paul
Out into the world: challenges facing
progressive Christianity.

All are welcome; it is not necessary to attend every session.

Christian Aid Spring Evening
Our Spring evening meal, followed by a talk, is on Sat 17th March in
Morpeth Methodist Church hall.
The hall will open at 7p.m. and the 3 course meal will be served at
7.30p.m.
The meal will be followed by a talk from Sue Burston about the island of
Haiti, and Haiti will have been the inspiration for the main course.
There will also be a raffle.
See me for tickets, which are just £7. Margaret Johnson
Palms: It was Palm Sunday, but because of a sore throat, young James stayed
home from church with his granny. When the family returned home, they were
carrying several palm fronds. Johnny asked them what they were for. "People
held them over Jesus' head as He walked by," his father told him.
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"Wouldn't you know it," James fumed, "the one Sunday I don't go, and He
shows up."
I just discovered my age group! I am a Seenager. (Senior teenager)
I have everything that I wanted as a teenager, only 50-60 years later.
I don't have to go to school or work
I get an allowance every month.
I have my own pad.
I don't have a curfew.
I have a driver's license and my own car.
The people I hang around with are not scared of getting pregnant, they aren’t
scared of anything, they have been blessed to live this long, why be scared?
And I don't have acne.
Life is Good! Also, you will feel much more intelligent after reading this, if you
are a Seenager.
Brains of older people are slow because they know so much.
People do not decline mentally with age; it just takes them longer to recall facts
because they have more information in their brains.
Scientists believe this also makes you hard of hearing as it puts pressure on your
inner ear.
Also, older people often go to another room to get something and when they
get there, they stand there wondering what they came for.
It is NOT a memory problem; it is nature's way of making older people do more
exercise.
SO THERE!!
I have more friends I should send this to, but right now I can't remember their
names.
So, please forward this to your friends; they may be my friends, too.
Submitted by Patricia Gatherum
To keep your marriage brimming with love in the loving cup,
Whenever you are wrong admit it; Whenever you are right shut up.
Ogden Nash (U.S. poet and humorist, (1902-71)
Marriage advice: 'I'm in a terrible fix,' moaned Mark. 'I'm in love with both
Susie and Maria and I don't know which to marry.'
'No problem,' said Sean. 'I know you're not a Catholic, but call in at St Patrick's
on the way home tonight, kneel down and ask God for help.’
Next morning Sean found Mark grinning from ear to ear. 'It worked. It's a
miracle,' Mark enthused. 'I walked in, knelt down and there it was written in red
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across the altar cloth: AVE MARIA! So, I will!’

Many thanks to members of St Georges for their kind wishes, cards
and flowers following my hip operation. They really were appreciated
and I am making steady progress. Thanks Christine Oakes

St George’s Ladies Coffee Club
Will meet on Tuesday 20th March

With Mr Barry Mead
‘There’s more to a Needle than meets the Eye’
All new members will be made most welcome.

Knitter, Natter, Crafts & Chatter Coffee Group
The group meets on Wednesday mornings from 10am-12noon in the Drysdale
room (entry by the front door). We aim to enjoy each others company whilst
drinking tea/coffee, sharing projects for church or charity, or doing our own
projects. Anyone is welcome to drop in just for a cup of coffee.
Contact: Joan Cooper, Tel: 515682

Tea Time Talks
This months Teas Time Talk will be on Thursday 15th March

The speaker is Chris Tipple and his talk is entitled
"From Haydon Bridge to the Mouth of Hell"
The talk will be followed, as usual, by a cream tea with homemade scones and
jams. Entry is by donation of between £2 - £3 per person. You can pay at the
door, but it is very helpful for the caterers if they have a rough idea of
numbers, so if you do intend coming, please let Jared Johnson know in advance
by contacting him either by phone (01670 514610)
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or by email jared-marg@hotmail.com
LUNCHTIME CONCERTS - Winter/Spring Series 2018
Our Winter/Spring Series continues on Wednesday March 14th with a concert
presented by Isabella Thornycroft (Flute), Nick Byrne (Cello) & Alison Gill
(Piano).
As usual this concert will run from 12.30 to 1.30 pm and tickets will cost £3 at
the door. Doors open at Noon.
To follow in April we have a return visit from young oboist David Hedley from
Durham University Music Department and in May a visit by The Da Vinci String
Quartet from Royal Northern Sinfonia continuing a variety of music to listen to.
ADVANCE NOTICE
This year our Plant Sale will be held on Saturday 26th May. Whilst this may
seem to be a long time away, now is clearly the time to be thinking of what
plants you may be able to “bring on” in order to have them ready for that date.
In recent years the Plant Sale has been one of our most successful fund-raising
events. The Treasurer has outlined our Church Funds continuing decline in
reserves and so fund-raising becomes more and more necessary.
Please do keep this event in mind.
The Managers
Buy or Borrow Book & Jigsaw Library
Thanks to all who bring books and jigsaws which has enabled us to refresh the
shelves and update the library. Please keep them coming as the Library is ever
in need of up-to-date books. More importantly keep borrowing or buying !!!
Family Photos
Family photos are always needed. You can always E-mail them to Ken at
kdirvine@sky.com who will print out copies to go on the Family Notice Board.
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MUSICAL SOIRÈE
With Light Fare
An Evening of Operatic Music for All from
Purcell to Phantom of the Opera

At St. George’s United Reformed
Church

Sat. April 21st at 7.00pm
Featuring
ALEX BANFIELD Tenor
Northern Opera

WALLIS GIUNTA Mezzo Soprano
Leipzig Opera
&

SARAH FOUBERT Soprano
Royal Conservatoire of Antwerp &
Royal Northern College of Music
With

EWAN GILFORD Piano
Tickets £10 from Gillian Irvine 01670 515870
March 2018
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Or Morpeth Tourist information Centre (cash sales only )
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Country Dance Club
Saturday 17th March at 7.30pm in the Hall.
Everyone welcome
Bring your own liquid refreshments and £1 towards
Club funds.
No experience necessary – all dances are “called”
before doing them!

March Crossword
Across: 1 Arouse (Song of Songs 2:7)
(6) 4 Extinguish (Isaiah 1:31) (6) 8
‘“They — — ,” you will say, “but I’m
not hurt!”’ (Proverbs 23:35) (3,2) 9
Unhappiness (Nehemiah 2:2) (7)
10 Jewish (7) 11 Dirge (anag.) (5)
12 ‘A truthful witness gives honest — ,
but a false witness tells lies’ (Proverbs
12:17) (9) 17 Paul quoted from the
second one in his address in the
synagogue at Pisidian Antioch (Acts
13:33) (5) 19 ‘Do not use your freedom
to — the sinful nature’ (Galatians 5:13)
(7) 21 ‘As you can see, he has done nothing to — death’ (Luke 23:15) (7)
22 Name applied by Isaiah to Jerusalem (Isaiah 29:1) (5) 23 ‘All the people — —
one man, saying, “None of us will go home”’ (Judges 20:8) (4,2)
24 Lazarus, who was carried by angels to Abraham’s side when he died, was one
(Luke 16:20) (6).
Down: 1 Appalled (Job 26:11) (6) 2 ‘In an — to escape from the ship, the
sailors let the lifeboat down into the sea’ (Acts 27:30) (7) 3 Expel (Acts 18:16)
(5) 5 ‘But I have a baptism to — , and how distressed I am until it is completed!’
(Luke 12:50) (7) 6 ‘Of the increase of his government and peace there will be —
— ’ (Isaiah 9:7) (2,3) 7 Hurry (Psalm 119:60) (6)
9 ‘For I desire mercy, not — , and acknowledgement of God rather than burnt
offerings’ (Hosea 6:6) (9) 13 One of its towns was Sychar, where Jesus met a
woman at Jacob’s well (John 4:5) (7) 14 Shouting (Acts 7:57) (7)
15 Arachnid (Isaiah 59:5) (6) 16 One of Paul’s first converts in Philippi was
Lydia, a — in purple cloth (Acts 16:14) (6) 18 Donkeys (5)
20 Raked (anag.) (5). Solution on page 17
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A reminder to all organisations who contribute to the Annual Report, the deadline
for inclusion is 1st March. I look forward to receiving your reports. Thankyou
Stephanie Robson

Wordsearch for March
Jesus at the gates of Jerusalem
Holy Week begins with Palm
Sunday, when the Church
remembers how Jesus arrived at the
gates of Jerusalem just a few days
before the Passover was due to be
held. He was the Messiah come to
His own people in their capital city,
and yet He came in humility, riding
on a young donkey, not in triumph,
riding on a war-horse. As Jesus
entered the city, the crowds gave
Him a rapturous welcome, throwing
palm fronds into His path. They knew His reputation as a healer, and welcomed
Him. But sadly, the welcome was short-lived and shallow, for Jerusalem would
soon reject her Messiah, and put Him to death.
holy
palm arrived gates Jerusalem Passover Held Messiah Own
People City Came Humility Riding Young Donkey Triumph Crowds
Rapturous Fronds Healer Welcomed Reject death Solution on page 17
Beautiful: The English test had only one question: ‘Write an essay on “The Most
Beautiful Thing I Ever Saw.”’ One of the students finished his essay in less than a
minute. It read in its entirety: "The most beautiful thing I ever saw was just too
beautiful for words." He got the only A in the class.
What? When?
What do we want? PROCRASTINATION!
When do we want it? NEXT WEEK!
TV: Your mind is like a television; when it goes blank, it's a good idea to turn off
the sound.
March 2018
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So you think English is easy?
The bandage was wound around
the wound.
The farm was used to produce
produce.
We must polish the Polish
furniture.
The soldier decided to desert his
dessert in the desert.
Since there is no time like the
present, he thought it was time to
present the present.
A sea bass was painted on the head
of the bass drum.
The insurance was invalid for the
invalid.
They were too close to the door to
close it.
After going out after having done
some sewing, a sewer fell into a
sewer.
Upon seeing the tear in the
painting I shed a tear.
Know your spouse: While attending a
Marriage Seminar dealing with
communication, Tom and his wife
Grace were told by the instructor that it
was essential that husbands and wives
know the things that are important to
each other. He addressed Tom. ‘For
instance, can you name your wife's
favourite flower?’
Tom leaned over, touched his wife's
arm gently and whispered, ‘It's selfraising, isn't it?’
The rest of the story gets rather ugly,
so I'll stop right here.
Solution on page 17
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Great Bavington URC Services
Sunday 18 March, 2.15pm, Margery Tate
History Night: Thursday 1 March, 7.30pm
Film Night: Tuesday 13 March, 7.15pm for 7.30pm start: "Sully"
Starting soon – new creative evening, bring your art and craft projects.
On a Tuesday evening, date and time t.b.a.
The church will re-open during the day time from Good Friday onwards.
Further info: bavingtonchurch@gmail.com; 01830 540350
St Oswald's Way
The church is right beside the St Oswald's Way long-distance footpath. The
church is usually open during the daytime to welcome walkers.
Church Secretary:
Nicola Bell, Carr Cottage, Great Bavington NE19 2BN. Tel 01830 540350
Church Treasurer
Hilary Wells, The Old Vicarage, Kirkwhelpington, Northumberland, NE19 2RT.
Tel: 01830 540319.

Solutions: Crossword ACROSS: 1, Awaken. 4, Quench. 8, Hit me. 9, Sadness.
10, Semitic. 11, Ridge. 12, Testimony. 17, Psalm. 19, Indulge. 21, Deserve. 22,
Ariel. 23, Rose as. 24, Beggar.
DOWN: 1, Aghast. 2, Attempt. 3, Eject. 5, Undergo. 6, No end. 7, Hasten. 9,
Sacrifice. 13, Samaria. 14, Yelling. 15, Spider. 16, Dealer. 18, Asses. 20, Drake.
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Widdrington Notes
PRAYING TOGETHER
During March, please pray for:
Victims of terrorism and natural disasters
The world's war zones
The work of Self-help Africa, Christian Aid, and other relief agencies
Medical and nursing practitioners
Those who are recently bereaved
Anyone you know who is ill or has recently suffered an accident
Your neighbours
Sheep farmer and shepherds that they may have a successful lambing
"Prayer, the Churches banquet, Angels age,
God's breath in man, returning to his birth,
The soul in paraphrase, heart in pilgrimage,
The Christian plummet, sounding heav'n and earth" (George Herbert)
Seven days without prayer makes one weak
WIDDRINGTON CHURCH NEWS
I’d like to invite everybody to contribute information that they think might be of
interest. Just give me the details in writing either on a piece of paper or by email
to elliemist@gmail.com and I’ll do the rest. (I’d still welcome articles though).
The Copy Date for each magazine is the Sunday prior to the 20 th of the month
before the next issue. If you miss the deadline your contribution may have to be
held over to the next issue. December/January and June/July are usually double
issues.
Flowers: Arranged in March by Fiona and in April by Kathleen, BUT Sunday April
1st is Easter day. We will be decorating on Saturday March 31st probably from
2.00pm, but that will be confirmed. Contributions of spring flowers and twigs from
your shrubs will be very welcome or monetary donations to the usual people. We
shall also be dressing the cross during the Easter day service. If anyone would like
to bring dyed eggs, or pots of spring flowers for the base, these would also be
welcome. As would helpers, particularly if you have a good idea for one of the
windows.
Also, if you want to give the flowers for another particular Sunday, please give the
money to the appropriate arranger.
March 2018
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Easy Fund Raising (Easy?) Do you shop online? The chances are that your
vendor will be part of Easy Fund Raising. Amazon and John Lewis are, for instance.
(Some of our EF members only shop with retailers who are in the scheme!) This
means that if you register for Easy Fund Raising at easyfundraising.org.uk and
select Widdrington United Reformed Church as your Good Cause 1 or 2 % of the
purchase price of your item will come to us at no extra cost to yourself. Please talk
to Fiona about it soon. We recently had a cheque for about £24.00. As they say,
every little helps!
Our “Widdrington Day" for March will be a Bowling Night at Concordia in
Cramlington. This will be on Friday 16th from 7.00 pm and will cost £8.00.
Refreshments are available to purchase at the centre.
Recent fund raising: The Scottish Evening cleared £255.15 for church funds. We
also gave the band £50.00 and of course paid Margaret back for the food she
bought. Very satisfactory. We've also had a cheque from Easy Fund Raising
(see above)
Vacancy
Kathleen has finalised our Profile, and she and Ruth represented us at the first
meeting of the Vacancy Committee, where a profile was agreed for the Pastorate.
This has to be compressed into one sheet of A4! So it was a good evening's work.
They will be meeting again this month.
The Knitted Bible. Created at St Georges' Hartlepool, the Knitted Bible consists
of 30 three-dimensional knitted scenes of Bible stories. It has travelled round the
country, staying for a fortnight at each host church. We have booked it for May
2018. We will invite Churches together and the local community to see it while we
have it. We hope also to have special sessions for the local schools. We will be
looking for help in stewarding, probably in 2 hour slots. If you are interested
please contact Diana. Detailed plans from next month!
Easter Services
The worship team will be leading a meditative service on Good Friday at 3.00pm
Our Easter Day Communion Service will be conducted by Rev'd Carla Grosch
Miller.
And don't forget the Easter Monday coffee morning with Easter egg hunt. Bring
your little ones!
March 2018
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Regular events:
st
1 Tuesday: Coffee Club meets at a variety of coffee shops in the area. 10.30am.
All friends are welcome. In March we will go to the Coquet Tea Room in Amble.
We are looking forward to that as they did us very nicely last time. The venue for
April has yet to be decided.
st
1 Wednesday: The Prayer group usually meets at 7.00pm. All are welcome to
join us. If you would like us to pray about any situation, please tell us. We usually
meet at Cooks Hemmel.
Facebook: If you are on Facebook, have you checked out our Facebook page yet?
Search for Widdrington United Reformed Church. Please like us and let me know
if you think I’ve missed anything that should be on. If you take pictures at any
event please post them as a guest ( but remember to get permission of any
people on you photos and particularly from the parents of any children before
you post)
Please note: Sean, our sheep, has his own Facebook page! Search for ‘Sean'. Sean
now has ten page 'likes' but he wants some more, so please tell your friends
about him!
The website is at: www.widdringtonurc.org.uk
I'd appreciate some help to improve it, as it's very wordy at the moment, partly
because I'm happiest with words. I'm still looking for volunteers to be additional
site editors. Someone with hardware the can post pictures would be good!
Churches Together in Widdrington and Ulgham
We hosted a very successful Week of Prayer Service, with representatives of all the
churches in Ulgham and Widdrington.
The Lent courses started in February.
The Shrove Tuesday meal at The Forge was reinstated, deliciously.
The Good Friday Walk of Witness will start at10.3am outside the Junction, but the
route hasn't been decided yet. Do you know of anyone on either side of the line
who might appreciate it if we came to their house to sing a hymn and have a
reading and prayer?
FEM
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