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Have a good Lent!
As you are reading this you may well be
tucking into a pancake, especially if it’s
around Shrove Tuesday. I have to confess
I am rather partial to pancakes any day of the year so it isn’t quite so
special for me.
The day after Shrove Tuesday is, of course, Ash Wednesday, the
beginning of Lent, the period in the Church’s calendar leading up to
Holy Week. In this time, Christians are encouraged to prepare
themselves for this great climax of the story of salvation. In the past,
Lent was a period of self-denial, marked, at times, by extreme fasting
and self mortification.
Yet the word ‘Lent’ is simply derived from the ‘lengthening’ of the days
in springtide when the light that has seemed so absent in the heart of
Winter is replaced by longer days and more sunshine flooding the
northern hemisphere, with a hint of the coming of better weather.
All of which seems to me an occasion for positive reflection rather than
simply giving up some bad habit or the ‘forbidden’ delights of some
pleasant foodstuff or even going on a well needed slimming diet by
‘giving up something for Lent’ – which is what many folk assume is the
object of the exercise. In times past, and no doubt still today, some
people might go in for a full-on forty day fast and extremes of selfdenial in order to fulfill their Lenten obligation. Whether or not this
actually works as a technique of enhancing spiritual perception is open
to debate. The actions of certain saints of the past suggest that it was
almost de riguer for them to be in the forefront of self-denial and to be
noted as such in order to confirm their saintly status.
Whilst not denying the place of self-denial or of fasting, and certainly
affirming the value of meditative prayer and contemplation of the life
and death of the Lord, I can’t help but think there ought also to be other
ways of marking the season. This is not because I want an excuse to
break a Lenten embargo on chocolate, a trial which I have to confess I
have, in the past, found extremely hard going! Seriously, neither is it to
deny the value to many good Christian believers, of Lenten rituals and
practices. Rather it is to try and find a way of marking this period in
action and not just in words.

At a time when the people of ancient Israel boasted of their
‘righteousness’ in religious observance yet ignored the needs of the
poor and the needy, the prophet Isaiah declared:
Is not this the fast that I have chosen: to loose the bonds of injustice, to
undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free? Is it not to
share your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into
your house? (See Isaiah 58 vv 1-10, NRSV)
Now this seems to me a way of observing Lent which majors on what it
means to follow true religious practice: a Lenten ‘fast ‘that not only
gives things up, but positively goes into action to help those in need.
This is, surely, a fitting way of acknowledging the meaning of the
passion and suffering of our Lord. Of course, as followers of that Way
we should be doing these things all the time, not just at Lent……..But
Lent is a golden and special opportunity to reconsider our commitment
to social justice and, at the same time, to consider in greater depth the
cost of that Way of loving to Jesus and indeed, to all who seek to follow
him.
SJB

Knitter, Natter, Crafts & Chatter Coffee Group
The group meets on Wednesday mornings from 10am-12noon in the Drysdale
room (entry by the front door). We aim to enjoy each others company whilst
drinking tea/coffee, sharing projects for church or charity, or doing our own
projects. Anyone is welcome to drop in just for a cup of coffee.
Contact: Joan Cooper, Tel: 515682

A Message from David Calcraft….
Swollen by the recent Christmas post, I
took 1.15 kg of stamps to St. Oswald’s
Hospice in late January. Please keep
collecting!

Morpeth and Mitford Churches Together
Asylum Seekers Support Group 2019
West End Refugee Service
The unexpected news from WERS is that their new Director has decided
for personal reasons that his future lies elsewhere. Despite this WERS is
continuing its work as previously and has readvertised the post (details on
their website www.wers.org.uk, closing date 25th February 2019). So if
anyone knows someone who might be interested and who would be
suitably qualified please let them know about this opportunity.
WERS wishes to thank all supporters for their generous donations at
Christmas which enabled them to give gifts to all 144 destitute clients they
were working with and provide them all with an extra cash bonus.
WERS remains grateful for any donation of basic toiletries, good quality
second hand clothing and small household items.
They are pleased to announce that the Big Lottery Reaching Communities
Fund has awarded them a 3 year grant towards their Volunteer Project
(more information next month).
Justice and Peace Refugee Project
The J & P Refugee Project has well over 600 active adult asylum seekers
who come to them looking for help. These numbers have been steadily
increasing and they are registering on average more than 50 new people
every month. The J & P Refugee Project has decided that they need more
space and volunteer time for food distribution, which is their priority, so
they have decided reluctantly that this must be at the expense of their
distribution of clothes.
The J & P Refugee Project urges regular supporters to keep donating food
and to increase the collections wherever possible as they are struggling to
keep up with demand.
They would also welcome more volunteers. They only have one part time
member of staff and about 40 volunteers who each work between one and
three days a week. If you are interested in this please contact them at Our
Lady of Lourdes Deaf Centre, 2 Summerhill Grove, NE4 6EE.
Thank you, Margaret Brock

Uppity Women (and allies) Unite!
From 3 February until 17 March we will be studying the Book of Ruth using the
Living the Questions series Uppity Women of the Bible on Sunday afternoons from
1600-1730hrs in the Drysdale Room. Ever wonder what that business about
Naomi sending Ruth to lie “at Boas’ feet” is about?
Hmmmm….. There will be seven sessions:
3 March
10 March
17 March

Understanding Ruth
An Uppity Woman?
Grace and Hospitality

All are welcome. If you are interested, email or phone Carla
(cagroschmiller@yahoo.co.uk; 07427 838 370) to get a copy of the materials

God’s Plan for Aging
Most seniors never get enough exercise. In His wisdom God decreed that seniors
become forgetful, so that they would have to search for their glasses, keys and
other things, thus doing more walking.
And God looked down and saw that it was good.
Then God saw there was another need. In His wisdom He made seniors lose coordination so that they would drop things, requiring them to bend, reach and
stretch.
And God looked down and saw that it was good.
Then God considered the function of bladders, and decided seniors would have
more calls of nature requiring more trips to the bathroom, thus providing more
exercise.
And God looked down and saw that it was good.
So, if you find as you age you are getting up and down more, remember it is
God’s will. It is all in your best interest, even though you may mutter under your
breath!
Happy…Never miss an opportunity to make others happy, even
if you have to leave them alone in order to do it.

Tea Time Talks
Thursday 28th March at 2.00pm
"Funny Bones and Wisdom Teeth: An Appointment with Dr Ray Lowry"
Ray was a dentist by profession but is also a comedy script writer.
Those who have heard him say he is witty and entertaining.
The talk will be followed, as usual, by a cream tea with homemade scones and
jams. Entry is by donation of between £2 - £3 per person.
Please let Jared know (preferably in advance) if you are likely to attend, so that
the caterers can bake enough scones. Contact details are: 01670 514610 or email
jared-marg @hotmail.com

St George’s Ladies Coffee
Club
Tuesday 19th March
Harry Gilbert with ‘Wild in Botswana’
We meet in the Drysdale Room at 3.00pm and
new members will be made most welcome.

Country Dance Club
Saturday 9th March
7.30pm in the Hall.
Still only £1.50 per adult (Children Free)
Everyone welcome
No experience necessary – all dances are “called” before doing them!
Contact me by phone or email if you need any further details.
Ring 514610 or email: jared-marg@hotmail.com

Crossword for March
Across: 1 These letters come
between Romans and Galatians
(11)
9 ‘You will not — me to the
grave’ (Psalm 16:10) (7) 10
King of Moab to whom the
Israelites were subject for 18
years (Judges 3:14) (5)
11 Town possessing mineral
spring (3) 13 Mede (anag.) (4)
16 High-fidelity (abbrev.) (4)
17 He succeeded his father
Rehoboam as king of Judah (1
Kings 14:31) (6) 18 A son of
Simeon (Genesis 46:10) (4) 20 Controversial religious book of the
1970s, The — of God Incarnate (4) 21 ‘He has received from the Father
the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you — — and hear’
(Acts 2:33) (3,3) 22 ‘You — me together in my mother’s womb’ (Psalm
139:13) (4) 23 Edit (anag.) (4)
25 ‘Who has believed our message and to whom has the — of the Lord
been revealed?’ (Isaiah 53:1) (3) 28 Abraham’s brother (Genesis 22:23)
(5)
29 ‘When Mordecai learned of — that had been — , he tore his clothes’
(Esther 4:1) (3,4) 30 Sympathetic (Proverbs 11:16) (4-7).
Down: 2 ‘That was why his parents said, “He is — —; ask him”’ (John
9:23) (2,3)
3 Integrated Services Digital Network (1,1,1,1) (4) 4 ‘Saul has slain his
thousands, and David his — of thousands’ (1 Samuel 18:7) (4) 5
Concept (John 8:14) (4) 6 ‘Do we, then, — the law by this faith? Not at
all! Rather, we uphold the law’ (Romans 3:31) (7) 7 Industrious (2
Timothy 2:6) (11) 8 ‘I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be —
in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you
(Ephesians 1:18) (11) 12 ‘Out of the same mouth come — and cursing’
(James 3:10) (6) 14 This was how many of the Jewish leaders described
Jesus (John 10:20) (3) 15 Vitality (Job 20:11) (6) 19 He urged David to
kill Saul at Hakilah (1 Samuel 26:8) (7) 20 ‘So for a whole year
Barnabas and Saul — with the church and taught great numbers of
people’ (Acts 11:26) (3) 24 ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord
— — ’ (Deuteronomy 6:4) (2,3) 25 Parched (Matthew 12:43) (4) 26 ‘In
the image of God he created him; — and female he created them’
(Genesis 1:27) (4) 27 Disparagement (Psalm 15:3) (4).
Solution on page 17

If you want your dreams to come true, you mustn’t oversleep

CHRISTIAN AID SPRING EVENING
Saturday 30th March at 7 for 7.30pm at Morpeth Methodist
Church Hall
Sierra Leone
Christian Aid - making Mothers Day safe - Speaker Sue
Burston
There will be a Sierra Leone style meal and a raffle.
Tickets £7.00 available from Margaret Johnson and Margaret
Brock

CHURCH PIANO
Our Piano in the Church is a valuable instrument. In order to
keep it dry (in an often damp atmosphere) it is fitted with a small
electric dehumidifier and this should never be disconnected
except when the piano is being moved. This little heater has
saved us a lot of money over the past 25 or more years as the
piano stays pretty much in good tuning because the dehumidifier
helps to avoid extreme fluctuations of temperature and humidity
- particularly so in winter. All musical instruments are
particularly susceptible to temperature changes. Our tuner is
always very impressed by the condition of our piano and we
need to keep it that way. Unfortunately the piano has been left
disconnected twice in the past couple of months. Please, if you
need to move the piano make sure the heater is re-connected. If
anyone needs to be instructed in how to do this I am happy to
show them. Ken

Lunchtime Concerts
Winter – Spring Series 2019
Wednesdays from 12.30 – 1.30pm
Attendances at our Lunchtime Concerts continue to increase. Up to
2018 our largest audience had been 145 at the KEVI School concert in
February 2018. This figure was again achieved at the December 2018
Concert when we had Graeme Danby and his wife singing. To our
surprise in January 2019 the Virtuoso Trio attracted an audience of 165
and the KEVI Concert in Mid-February raised this yet again to just under
180. When we add in the School choir & instrumentalists the Church
was almost bursting at the seams with about 210 present in total. We
must be doing something right!!!
On Wednesday 13th March we shall be having a song recital by local
Tenor Richard Pinkstone. Richard, an ex-pupil of KEVI, has recently
completed a Master’s Degree at the Royal College of Music and a year
studying operatic singing. Since leaving RCM he has been working with
Scottish Opera on tour in the Highlands and Islands and is also
beginning work with Opera North in Leeds. In addition to opera he is in
demand as a soloist in concert performances including a Verdi
“Requiem” in London in March. He will be singing a wide variety of
songs by English, French, Italian & German composers – no Brexit here!
On Wednesday 10th April we will have a return visit by the very
entertaining Bottlebank Bank – Four brilliant folk Fiddlers led by Stuart
Hardy. On their last visit they attracted a very large audience so it will
pay to turn up early.
All concerts run from 12.30 to 1.30 pm and tickets cost £3 at the door.
Doors are open at Noon. Tea & Coffee is available in the South Transept
of the Church.
Future Concert
On Sunday 14th April there will be a concert given by two of the
leading First Violinists from Royal Northern Sinfonia, Iona Brown and
Alexandrina (Sacha) Raikhlina. This will be an early evening concert
commencing at 6.00 pm with Tea, Coffee & Cake available at the
interval. Tickets will be available in Mid-March priced £8.00 (to be
confirmed). Further details in the next Newsletter.
This will be a fund-raising event for Church Funds.

Buy or Borrow Book & Jigsaw Library
Again, our grateful thanks to all those who continue to bring
paperback books (only please) and jigsaws enabling us to refresh the
shelves and update the library. Please keep them coming as the Library
is ever in need of both up-to-date books and jigsaws. More importantly
keep borrowing or buying!!! This continues to be a regular income for
the Church.
Family Photos
Family photos are always needed. Please E-mail
them to Ken at kdirvine@sky.com who will print out copies to go on
the Family Notice Board.

Wordsearch for March
25 years of ordaining women
25 years ago, on 12th March 1994, the first 32 women priests in the
Church of England were ordained. It happened in Bristol Cathedral, and
Bishop Barry Rogerson ordained them in alphabetical order; so Angela
Berners-Wilson was considered the very first woman to be ordained.
She is now chaplain at the University of Bath and prebendary at Wells
Cathedral. The youngest was Karen MacKinnon, now spiritual care
manager at Southampton Hospital. Ten years later, one in five priests
was a woman. Of the 542 candidates entering training this year, more
than half (274) are women, which is 19 per cent more than last year.
Years
Thirty
Priests
Bristol

March First
Two Women
Ordained
Cathedral

Rogerson Alphabetical
Angela Chaplain
University
Karen Spiritual Care
Hospital Candidates
Solution on page 17

Solution on page 17
What’s wrong with having
time?
A popular way to
‘show off’ these days seems to
be telling people on Facebook
that you are too busy to accept
their invitation to whatever.
This lets everyone know that
you are in more demand than
they are, and that they would be
lucky to get five minutes with
you. You are a busy person!
Busy, busy busy!
Why do we
feel under constant pressure to
cram more and more activities
into our lives, and then to keep
everything going at a frenzied
pace? Why do we have to live
like hamsters on a wheel? If
ever we slow down, or falter,
there is always that little voice
in our head which accuses us of
being idle – or inadequate. We
admire people who seem to
endlessly juggle family, work,
hobbies, sports and whatever
else in their lives. But why?
Why is it so good to never have
time to stop and think and just
BE? Why is risking burn-out and
complete exhaustion something
to be admired? This Lent, why
not prayerfully try and discern
what is really worthwhile in your
life. There is no need to charge
from one thing to another,
hoping to find some meaning in
it all. Remember, at the end of
the day, the hamster gets
nowhere.

Reminiscences of a lay preacher
In January 2019 I celebrated the 40th anniversary of my commissioning
as an Assembly Accredited Lay Preacher in the United Reformed Church
and it was a joy to be taking the Service in St George’s on that Sunday
among folk who have put up with my foibles and helped and supported
me over the years. It was lovely too to have my family with us at the
service. – Camilla, Simon & Colin were present at my commissioning
(looked after at the back of the church by Mrs Brock, Stuart’s mum) but
at 3½ and almost 2 they don’t remember much about it. It was very
special at that time to have Donald and the children with me at the
completion of the three year Presbyterian Lay Preacher’s course, which
actually took me four years as I had to have a year out following the
birth of undiagnosed twins when Camilla was 19 months old.
I was commissioned on 26 January 1979 at Christ Church, Hull by the
District Chairman, in the absence of the Synod Moderator, Revd.
Alasdair Walker, who had been called away on a pastoral emergency
and, with Donald at my side, I was received by a welcoming party,
including my minister and tutor, Revd. Ken Brock of Whitby and ‘sent
forth to preach the Word of God’ as the youngest lay preacher at that
time in Yorkshire Synod. It was ten days later before I received my
certificate of authorisation, signed by a Bishop – Rt. Revd. Lesslie
Newbiggin, URC Assembly Moderator and former Bishop of the Church
of South India.
My ‘youthfulness’ as a 31 year old caused confusion in some of the
churches where I led worship. All invitations to preach in those days
were received and responded to by letter – few of us had phones and
there was no such thing as email – and when I turned up on the Sunday
I was often mistaken for a visitor by the mostly elderly congregations.
The fact that I was a young mum also meant I featured in the local
paper on the newly created ‘Women’s Page’. A reporter and
photographer from the Whitby Gazette turned up unexpectedly one
Monday morning and conducted the interview surrounded by piles of
washing and three very excited toddlers. (The subsequent photo of me
in the press did not show me at my best!)
One of the first services I took part in on our return to Northumberland
was as the preacher at the Women’s World Day of Prayer at St James’s,
Alnwick, the church I had been brought up in. As I ascended the pulpit
(and you did ‘ascend’ in those days when most of them were so high) I
noticed a row of my former teachers from the Duchess’s Girls’ Grammar
School which was slightly disconcerting but I must have acquitted

myself well for, while shaking hands at the door afterwards, one of
them remarked ‘Well, Carol, if I hadn’t believed in the power of miracles
before, I would after today.’ I think I was the only person at school never
to read in Assembly due to my total inability to speak in public. It was
not only the pulpits that were high either, lecterns were also set at
‘man’s height’ and I had to stand on a hassock so that the congregation
weren’t addressed by a disembodied voice.
Another slightly disconcerting incident occurred at one of the churches
up the valleys in rural Northumberland. I was just about to go in to take
the service when the vestry elder, and old gentleman in his eighties,
turned to me and said ‘Gud luck, hinny. We have had a woman here
once before but that was 12 yors ago.’ Attending the Northumberland
District Lay Preachers meetings was also different as I was the only
woman present – the other lay preachers were all men – but I had
company afterwards when the minister’s wife brought in the tea and I
was able to chat to her as I helped hand the cakes round (we usually
met in Thropton manse). Fortunately for me, Hazel Catton arrived in
late 1980 as the minister at Newbiggin & Widdrington, the first woman
minister in Northumberland District.
Sometimes when Donald was away working for the RNLI the children
came with me, to the delight of the small congregations who rarely saw
any children in church and many a former teacher or Sunday school
leader enjoyed entertaining them with Bible stories and plying them
with juice & biscuits in the vestry during the sermon.
Services then were also very different in that the person leading
worship was expected to do everything, including reading the notices
and the Bible passages, so it was really helpful when St George’s Folk
Group came with me on occasions because I could make use of them as
readers. I had a wonderful time sharing in services with Graham
Wright, Ros Findlay, Margery Robson & Christine Richardson as well as
the youngsters – Camilla, Simon & Colin along with Julie & Margot
Richardson, Wendy Cooper, & Lynn MacKay (my neighbour’s daughter)
playing an assortment of instruments: recorders (treble & tenor),
clarinets, flute, tambourine, small keyboard, guitars, (& on one
memorable occasion when Dominic Wright was with us, maraccas!)
Trish Wright was always happy to read and in later years we were joined
by Jared & Margaret Johnson and occasionally Roy & Annie Boulton, all
of whom were great to use for dramatic readings, sketches &
meditative prayers.
We were always very warmly received, often with a pooled tea. In fact
my lads used to rate the churches by how good the food was.
Birdhopecraig URC (beyond Otterburn) in particular, where the food was

set out at the side of the church before the service, was very popular. I
remember one occasion when Simon & Colin were the only youngsters
with us, during the offering the church secretary sidled across to the
boys and whispered ‘Don’t worry, lads, I’ll cut the chocolate éclair in
half’. As a farmer’s wife with sons of her own she obviously picked up
on the anxious looks across to the table. Stamfordham URC also
provided an excellent spread in the church hall before the service. One
evening following a stately three fold Amen, the old gentleman playing
the organ (at a very sedate pace in the hymns) leaned across to Simon
and Colin, who by then played electric guitar & keyboard, and said ‘How
lads, fancy a jamming session’ and proceeded to lead off with the
Chicago Blues. After recovering from the shock, my lads were only too
happy to oblige. Widdrington has had a special place in my heart for
many years (I took part in my first service there as a teenager in the
early 60’s with the Alnwick youth fellowship) and it has also been lovely
to be invited regularly to lead worship at Great Bavington. I have also
had the privilege of presiding at Communion occasionally and baptising
a couple of babies.
I was very honoured to be asked to be the National Lay Preaching
Commissioner of the URC for five years, visiting lay preachers’ groups
across the country from Tavistock in Devon & the Brecon Beacons in
Wales, to Nairn in Scotland, and many places between. At Beverley the
meeting had to be cut short when floods took out the sub station and
we were left without heat or light. It also gave me the opportunity to
serve on Assembly Ministries Committee (along with Stuart Brock on
occasions) and I shared the platform at General Assembly to present
the Report (Scary!). I was invited to a FURY (Fellowship of United
Reformed Youth) Weekend (Noisy!) with the Assembly Moderator, and
attended a reception at Lambeth Palace by invitation of Rt Revd.
George Carey, Archbishop of Canterbury who was delighted to converse
with a ‘fellow Northumbrian’.
I have so many happy memories but there isn’t the space to share
them all here. I have been really blest throughout my years as a lay
preacher by so many of the churches I have visited, as well as by the
love and support of my husband, family and my friends at St George’s
and elsewhere. I could not have done it without the undergirding
strength of God and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit as I have tried to
share the love of Jesus in words and song.
Many years ago when I was taking a service in St George’s Jennifer
Hudson came up to me afterwards. She told me that during the
previous week she had asked her class in Pegswood School if their
mums went out to work. Simon put his hand up tentatively and said

‘I’m not sure if my mum has a proper job but sometimes on a Sunday
she stands up at the front of the church and pretends to be the
minister.’ I hope, God willing, for a few more years yet to have the
privilege and joy of standing up at the front pretending to be the
minister.
Celebrating ministry (Tune: Water of Tyne )
1. This day as we gather we celebrate here
the service of all who are called on to share
in the task of God’s ministry, serving this place,
we rejoice that God fills those he calls, with his grace.
2. As Peter and Andrew first heard Jesus’ call,
then Dorcas and Lydia who worked beside Paul,
and Aidan and Hild, helping others to see
that together we all share in Christ’s ministry.
3. We give of ourselves to God in all we do,
as we listen and share hospitality too,
to pray and to preach some are chosen and sent,
so our work and our worship become sacrament.
4. To God, our Creator, we now dedicate
our lives, our worship, and now consecrate
our work for God’s kingdom, and offering all
in the strength of the Spirit, we respond to Christ’s call.
© Carol Dixon 2000 (altd 2008)

Solutions:
Crossword: ACROSS: 1, Corinthians. 9, Abandon. 10, Eglon. 11, Spa. 13,
Deem. 16, Hi-fi. 17, Abijah. 18, Ohad. 20, Myth. 21, Now see. 22, Knit. 23, Tide.
25, Arm. 28, Nahor. 29, All done. 30, Kind-hearted.
DOWN: 2, Of age. 3, ISDN. 4, Tens. 5, Idea. 6, Nullify. 7, Hardworking. 8,
Enlightened. 12, Praise. 14, Mad. 15, Vigour. 19, Abishai. 20, Met. 24, Is one. 25,
Arid. 26, Male. 27, Slur.

Some miscellaneous observations on life…
A sharp tongue can cut your own throat.
Keep smiling – it makes people wonder what you’ve been up to.
The heaviest thing you can carry is a grudge.
One thing you can give and still keep…is your word.
You lie the loudest when you lie to yourself.
If you lack the courage to start, you have already finished.
One thing you can’t recycle is wasted time.
It is too late to become what you might have been?
Be kinder than necessary because everyone you meet is fighting some
kind of battle.

All in the month of March:
1st March – St David’s Day
5th March – Shrove Tuesday
6th March – Ash Wednesday
31st – Mothering Sunday, 4th Sunday in Lent

Great Bavington URC
Services
Sunday 17 March, 2.15 pm – Rev Jane Rowell, N Synod Mission
Enabler
Film Night
Tuesday 12 March, 7.15pm for 7.30 start. Ladybird
Further information: lynnerawles@gmail.com
Art & Craft Night
Wednesday 27 March, 6.30pm, Great Bavington Church meeting
room. Stencils – please bring something which you can decorate
with stencils. Further information: lynnerawles@gmail.com
History Night
Tuesday 19 March, 7.30pm, Great Bavington Church meeting
room. Further information: bavingtonchurch@gmail.com,
01830 540350

Widdrington United Reformed Church
PRAYING TOGETHER
During March, please pray for:
Victims of terrorism and natural disasters
The refugee families being settled in the county, and those who help them
Zimbabwe and Venezuela
The work of relief agencies
Medical and nursing practitioners
The emergency services
People suffering from depression or another mental illness
Anyone who is recently bereaved
Your neighbours
"Prayer, the Churches banquet, Angel’s age,
God's breath in man, returning to his birth,
The soul in paradise, heart in pilgrimage,
The Christian plummet, sounding heav'n and earth" (George Herbert)
Seven days without prayer make one weak

WIDDRINGTON CHURCH NEWS
I’d like to invite everybody to contribute information that they think
might be of interest. Just give me the details in writing either on a
piece of paper or by email to elliemist@gmail.com and I’ll do the rest.
(I’d still welcome articles though). The Copy Date for each magazine is
the Sunday prior to the 20th of the month before the next issue. If you
miss the deadline your contribution may have to be held over to the
next issue. December/January and June/July are usually double issues.
Flowers: Arranged in March by Fiona and in April by Kathleen. (Easter
flowers arranged 20th April, details next month)
Easy Fund Raising (Easy?) Do you shop online? The chances are that
your vendor will be part of Easy Fund Raising. Amazon and John Lewis
are, for instance. (Some of our EF members only shop with retailers who
are in the scheme!) This means that if you register for Easy Fund
Raising at easyfundraising.org.uk and select Widdrington United
Reformed Church as your Good Cause 1 or 2 % of the purchase price of
your item will come to us at no extra cost to yourself. Please talk to
Fiona about it soon. We have raised over £200 so far with just six
members. As they say, every little helps!
In March our social event is a Bowling Night at Concordia from 7.00
pm. Cost is £6.00 for two games, plus any refreshments you want to
buy.
Recent fund raising: nothing to report this month. Our coffee
morning season begins again in April
Regular events:
1st Tuesday: Coffee Club meets at a variety of coffee shops in the area.
10.30am. All friends are welcome. In March we are going to try the new
Amble Inn.
1st Wednesday The Prayer group usually meets at 7.00pm at Cook's
Hemmel.
All are welcome to join us. Please let us know of any matters for prayer.
Holy Grounds. Sadly, Holy Grounds remains suspended. Watch this
space for information about recommencement.

Facebook: If you are on Facebook, have you checked out our Facebook
page yet? Search for Widdrington United Reformed Church. Please like
us and let me know if you think I’ve missed anything that should be on.
If you take pictures at any event please post them as a guest (but
remember to get permission of any people on your photos and
particularly from the parents of any children before you post) the page
now has over 80 likes!
Please note: Sean, our sheep, has his own Facebook page! Search for
‘Sean'. Sean now has 17 page 'likes' but he wants some more, so
please tell your friends about him!
The website is at: www.widdringtonurc.org.uk
I'd appreciate some help to improve it, as it's very wordy at the moment,
partly because I'm happiest with words. I'm still looking for volunteers to
be additional site editors. Someone with hardware the can post pictures
would be good!

Churches Together in Widdrington and Ulgham
World Day of Prayer service is on Friday March 1st at 7.00pm at
Widdrington Community Centre
Shrove Tuesday: (5th March) Pancakes and races at Grange View
School from 3.00pm. Shrove Tueday Meal at 6.00pm at The Drift
Cresswell: if you are going you should have already ordered your meal!
Lent: There will be a Lent course based on 'The Lady in the van', on
Tuesdays from March 12th. Choose between 1.30 at Lynemouth
vicarage, (33 Till Grove) and 7.30 pm at Widdrington vicarage. If you are
interested but can't make these times, please contact Rev Joanna
Dobson
Easter activities will be in the next magazine.
FEM

Widdrington Calendar
Date
March
Friday 1st
Sunday 3rd
Tuesday
5th
Wednesday
6th
Sunday 10th
Friday 15th
Sunday
17th
Sunday
24th
Sunday
31st
April
Tuesday
2nd
Wednesday
3rd
Sunday 7th

Time
7.00pm
10.30am
10.30am
3.00pm
6.00pm
7.00pm

World Day of Prayer Service: Widdrington
Community Centre
Area Service: Doxford Place, Cramlington
Coffee Club: Amble Inn
Pancakes at Grange View School
Shrove Tuesday meal: The Drift, Cresswell
Prayer group: Cook’s Hemmel

10.45am
7.00pm
10.45am

Worship Group
Bowling Night: Concordia, Cramlington
Suzanne Hamnett

10.45am

David Rogers

10.45am

Helen Wilson

10.30am

Coffee Club: venue to be arranged

7.00pm

Prayer Group: Cook’s Hemmel

10.45am

Worship Group

Widdrington Rota
Date
03-03-19
10-03-19
17-03-19
24-03-19
31-03-19
07-04-19

Vestry
Door and Offering
Area service
Fiona Middlemist Diana Hogg Margaret Scott
Tom Whinham.
Ena Whinham, Audrey Grieves
Kathleen Bailey. Liv and Hannah Walden
Diana Hogg.
Fiona Middlemist, Ruth Gordon
Fiona Middlemist. Kathleen Bailey, Judith Hart

