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Cogitations of an angelic nature
There are moments (rare I know) when we get an insight into how we,
as a church community, affect the wider community we live in.
So my world collides with a colleague (at KEVI) who was the beneficiary
of our work in the community of Morpeth. I couldn’t let that collision go
to waste, so I asked her to write something for our newsletter. I was not
disappointed.
For me there is no doubt of the joy and celebration We at St George’s
bring to people who are not joyous (whatever the circumstances of
their lives) and have no inclination to celebrate either.
It isn’t about belief systems or organised religion, but our humanity and
generosity towards each other. That’s infectious and spread.
So recognise ourselves in our actions when we provide a concert, plays,
a talk, a chat while we knit, a game of ping pong, badminton or bowls,
the plant sale, the domino drive (which is soon I hope) and all the other
opportunities we create to be a church of Christ bringing together those
of faith and those of none.
Ellen Glynn’s story left me laughing and crying in equal measure, with
joy and celebration. That something so simple and accessible could
have such a profound effect gives me hope.
Laurence

‘Angelic cogitations’

Thursday 22nd December 2016, I found my first angel whilst walking
the dog, tied to a gate on the edge of Lancaster Park. The angel and I
nearly got off to a bad start as on first glance I’d thought it was a piece
of litter. Litter is a pet hate of mine (along with leaving the tops off
shampoo and toothpaste, not straightening the bottom sheet on the
bed and putting milk into to a cup of tea when the teabag is still in it).
I was in the process of putting it in my pocket to bin it when I realised
my mistake. The litter was in fact a knitted angel, all white and in a bag
with a message of peace on earth and an instruction to take the angel
home.
I duly complied and set off with a spring in my step an angel in my
pocket. Once home the angel was placed in prime position at the top of
our Christmas tree and my ‘find’ posted on Facebook. It was this action
that introduced me to the angel tradition/cult and I realised how lucky I
had been to find one. There were a number of posts regarding similar
finds and pleas for sightings/alerts to the whereabouts of angels so I
felt nicely smug. At the end of the festive period the angel was
afforded pride of place in the ‘special decorations’ box.

This box is home to decorations my mother has sent me over the years,
those my son (now almost 18) made at nursery/first school and a blue
snowflake in memory of our cat.
Fast forward a year and angel season again. This time despite checking
last year’s spot regularly no joy and no angel! I resisted the urge to
post a request for a sighting on Facebook recalling my smugness at
being one of the ‘haves’ of the previous year. Christmas Day dawned
with a degree of despondency, maybe this wasn’t my year for an angel,
but Lo! Karma restored when towards the end of the morning dog walk I
spotted a small plastic bag tied to a seldom used gate at the entrance
to the woods at the back of Lancaster Park. I came home with it
triumphant. This angel now joined the last years at the top of the tree.
Angel number one now had a companion in the special decorations box
for the next 11 months or so.
December 2018 and looking for an angel hat trick I closely monitored
Facebook activity and known angel sighting spots during dog walks.
Despite this Christmas Eve came and as yet no angel but I remained
ever hopeful. Ironically, this year’s angel was found late Christmas Eve
at the bottle bank. We’d headed there to delude ourselves about the
amount of alcohol we had drunk by adopting a strategy of ditching the
evidence on a daily basis. My mother has always maintained that
alcohol is a weapon of the Devil (along with microwave ovens, mobile
phones, dirty combs and massage) but this time the angels were three
nil up on the old boy.
Christmas Day early dog walk bought a further two angel sightings. The
bottle bank angel had been replenished but having already found my
angel it remained in situ, an action requiring a significant amount of
willpower. Second angel of the morning was spotted wafting gently on
the slender branch of a tree. This one too was left in abeyance as surely
it would be found by post lunch walkers and find a good home.
Come Christmas night, and still relentlessly pursuing the alcohol
delusion strategy as well as having a dog that needed walking, we
headed back to the bottle bank. At this stage angel dilemma set in as
the morning angel was still there. What to do now? There’s no protocol
for such a situation as far as I am aware. The poor old angel had now
been there for over 12 hours (I should take it home) but I already had
one (I should leave it) it was dark and cold (I should take it home) but it
was only a knitted angel after all (I should leave it). Maybe I thought
this was a sign regarding my forbearance earlier in the day, clearly I
had passed the test and dilemma resolved the angel headed home with
me.
Boxing Day (also husband’s birthday) started rather damp and grey and

with the inevitable dog walk. This morning the dog decided the route
would be the footpath along the edge of Lancaster Park and wouldn’t
be budged from this despite our clear lack of appropriate footwear. Our
investment in the dog’s welfare soon proved well founded as, when
crossing the road and heading towards Fulbeck, an angel was spotted.
This time I claimed it with no hesitation on the basis that it looked cold
and damp and not many people would pass this way to lay claim.
Further, being mindful of the previous night’s angel dilemma, I had
resolved that should I be so lucky as to find another I would give it to
my sister who, being alone with two young kids, could do with some
peace in her home as a starting point; never mind the entire earth. This
was the final find of 2018.
To conclude, just a word about my husband and the angels…My
husband wasn’t there when I found the original 2016 angel and whilst
he struggled to comprehend my excitement bore with me as I
monitored the feedback from my Facebook post with glee. He was
also very supportive in 2017 when the angel was a late find on
Christmas day. On this occasion I think he started to develop an insight
into the angel finding thrill which was probably just as well as all the
way home small giggles of delight were issuing from me and I would tell
the angel find story to any visitor to our home.
In 2018 (after the three angel finds) he amazed me when he said that
he thought the angels were probably a good thing. This remark was
based on his observation of the enjoyment I have from the anticipation
of a find, the pleasure the memories of previous finds give me, my
relentless monitoring of previous known angel landing places, the buildup of tension as December progresses and my excitement (although
probably unseemly for a woman of 48) when one is found. He says that
my happiness at the angels makes him happy and that can only be a
good thing.
Thank you St Georges for your angels and here’s looking forward to
December 2019 when I hope they will take flight once again.

Some miscellaneous observations on modern life...
A cabbie is a fare-minded person.
A closed mouth gathers no foot.
A dentist and a manicurist fought tooth and nail.
A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well.
A job at the nursery can lead to a budding career.
A man said his credit card was stolen but he decided not to
report it because the thief was spending less than his wife did.

Morpeth and Mitford Churches Together
Asylum Seekers Support Group 2018
West End Refugee Service and Justice and Peace Refugee Project
Both the West End Refugee Service and the Justice and Peace Project in
Newcastle work with some of the most disadvantaged people in the North East.
The refugees and asylum seekers are people who have, through no fault of their
own, had to flee from their countries of origin, their families and their jobs. Their
journeys here have often been lengthy, traumatic and dangerous.
Refugees and asylum seekers need support to live, to learn the language, to cope
with a new culture, to cope with cumbersome bureaucracies and to recover from
their past experiences.
Please continue to remember both of these projects as they seek to support an
increasing demand for their services.
Please remember them in your prayers and with practical donations of food,
clothing, blankets and sleeping bags.
Thank you Margaret Brock

Country Dance Club
Saturday 9th February at 7.30 pm
Still only £1.50 per adult. (children free).
Everybody welcome and no previous experience
necessary.
Contact me by phone or email if you need any further details
ring
01670 514610 oremail: jared-marg@hotmail.com
Christian Aid
Forthcoming dates for your diary for Christian Aid:There will be the annual Spring Event in Morpeth Methodist Church on Saturday
30th March. The theme will be maternal care in Sierra Leone. A speaker will be
arranged for this by the Christian Aid Newcastle Office. Food will be provided.
There will be the usual plant and book stalls on Saturday 11th May. So gardeners
please plant extra seeds to provide plants to sell.
Christian Aid week will be 12th - 18th May this year. Nearer the time there will be
requests for Collectors.
Thank you Margaret Johnson and Margaret Brock

Uppity Women (and allies) Unite!
From 3 February until 17 March we will be studying the Book of Ruth using the
Living the Questions series Uppity Women of the Bible on Sunday afternoons from
1600-1730hrs in the Drysdale Room. Ever wonder what that business about
Naomi sending Ruth to lie “at Boas’ feet” is about?
Hmmmm….. There will be seven sessions:
3 Feb
10 Feb
17 Feb
24 Feb
3 March
10 March
17 March

Bittersweet
In Case of Emergency
The Go’el?
A King’s Ancestry
Understanding Ruth
An Uppity Woman?
Grace and Hospitality

All are welcome. If you are interested, email or phone Carla
(cagroschmiller@yahoo.co.uk; 07427 838 370) to get a copy of the materials

St George’s Ladies Coffee Club

Saturday 23rd February 2019
7pm in the Church Hall

2 COURSE SUPPERTickets: Adults £9

Children

£4.50 (under 12)
(Bring your own drinks)

Tickets available from Sarah Cleverley 01670 515257
The Church Diary 2019

A planning meeting was held this week with the aim of producing a version of our
diary up to the end of 2019 which we have been able to publish. The first six
months are reasonably certain, but thereafter may have significant changes.
These two diary sheets appear on the notice board in the Vestibule and in the Hall.
This paper diary shows many of the business events in relation to the worship
calendar which are irregular or one-off events. The paper version does not show
the many events which regularly take place on our premises or events which are
privately arranged. In consequence it gives a broad picture of the whole but not
the complete picture by any means and should not be totally relied upon.
Joann Evans maintains the main church diary which shows all events that are
taking place on a day by day basis using Google Calendar. In order for us to
avoid clashes of events it is absolutely essential that she be informed of any
prospective bookings and of any changes to existing bookings. Everyone is
requested to inform Joann of any requirement to use the premises.
Please contact Joann by telephone or E-mail if you require a booking or if you are
considering some event or usage and need to know what other events are taking
place at the same time.
Her telephone Number is 07518916939 and her E-mail
j.evans152274@btinternet.com

Woman’s World Day of Prayer
This year the service on 1st March is from Slovenia and is being held at
Morpeth Methodist Church at 2.00pm. This is usually a jolly inter
denominational event involving members of various Morpeth Churches.
The music and singing help to provide a flavour of the country.
Rehearsals for singers and players (all interested are very welcome) at
MMC are at 11am on Fridays February 15th and 22nd.
On March 1st the rehearsal is at 10am which is a run through with
readers before the service at 2pm.
(If you are unable to come to all the practices just let us know so that
we have sufficient music ready for you.)
St George's contacts are Christine Oakes or Suzanne Hamnett.

Christmas Angels
Thank you to everyone who was involved in our Angels in 2018. To all the
knitters, the taggers and distributors, thank you.
There have been lots of positive comments on Morpeth Matters. I think we have
started a Morpeth Christmas tradition. It could not have happened without
everyone’s support. Thanks a million times, Patricia Gatherum.

Crossword for February
Across: 1 Salary (Isaiah 19:10)
(4) 3 Question Jesus asked of
those healed of leprosy, ‘Were not
all ten — ?’ (Luke 17:17) (8)
9 Wide, elevated level area of
land (Joshua 13:9) (7) 10 ‘So you
also must be — , because the Son
of Man will come... when you do
not expect him’ (Matthew 24:44)
(5) 11 ‘[He] said to the man,
“Stretch out your hand.” He
— —, and his hand was
completely restored’ (Luke 6:10)
(3, 2)
12 ‘Who has gathered up the wind in the — of his hand?’ (Proverbs 30:4) (6) 14
Not born again (13)
17 ‘Again and again he — the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins’
(Hebrews 10:11) (6) 19 Mails (anag.) (5) 22 ‘He — — here; he has risen’
(Matthew 28:6) (2, 3) 23 Defeated (Judges 20:43) (7) 24 Soldiers’ quarters (Acts
21:34) (8) 25 ‘Pillars of marble’ were how the Beloved described those of her
Lover (Song of Songs 5:15) (4).
Down: 1 Totally destroyed (Genesis 7:23) (5,3) 2 What the Philippian jailer
was told to do with his prisoners Paul and Silas (Acts 16:23) (5) 4 Object of
ridicule (Job 12:4) (8-5) 5 In most years, the month in which Easter falls (5)
6 For example, Caesarea, Joppa, Tyre, Sidon (7) 7 ‘[Jesus] was in the desert for
forty — , being tempted by Satan’ (Mark 1:13) (4) 8 ‘Hallelujah! Salvation and
glory and power — to our God’ (Revelation 19:1) (6) 13 Mend dots (anag.) (8)
15 Purifier (Malachi 3:3) (7) 16 Attacked (1 Samuel 27:8) (6) 18 The good
Samaritan to the innkeeper: ‘When I return, I will reimburse you for any —
expense you may have’ (Luke 10:35) (5) 20 How Matthew described the crowds
who followed Jesus (Matthew 4:25) (5) 21 For example, one of 25 Across
(Judges 19:29) (4). Solution on page 21

A Christmas Farewell
The December Christmas Party of the senior exercise groups at St
George's enabled its members to say sad and fond farewells to the
class organiser, Valerie McAlister.
More than fourteen years ago Valerie and some friends began the
groups at
St George's primarily for U3A members. When her
colleagues moved on to do other things Valerie was joined by Sheila
Adamson, an Age Concern trained exercise leader and the classes were
opened to all older local people. Since then hundreds of participants
have enjoyed and benefited from the two marvellous Monday classes
run by Valerie and Sheila.
Recently Valerie decided in her own
words "that it was time to call it a
day". Group members were left to
happily reminisce about her classes.
Always amusing, people recalled her
many jokes and wicked sense of
humour. Then there were the
activities, literally keeping everyone
on their toes. Who could forget
Valerie's exercises and unusual
original dance routines often
accompanied by stirring Scottish
music! Organised summer trips and
Christmas parties all added to the
fun. Also greatly appreciated by
newcomers was the way Valerie
helped them to settle in and enjoy
their new surroundings. While
others spoke of Val's support and understanding at difficult times in
their lives.
Having received gifts from the groups Valerie thanked everyone for
their kind words and presents. Needless to say she could not resist
telling amusing anecdotes as part of her farewell thoughts. There was
one last presentation when Valerie received from both groups a
wooden garden trough packed with plants and bulbs. Suitable to be
enjoyed in her home over the winter the plants can then be transferred
into her delightful garden in the spring. Hopefully when they continue
to blossom she will be reminded of her many grateful friends in the
seniors exercise class at St George's Church.
Pam Cassels

Tea Time Talks
Thursday 28th February at 2 pm
Dr Hilary Hamnett with a talk entitled
‘Nerve Agents in the News’
The talk will be followed, as usual, by a cream tea with
homemade scones and jams. Entry is by donation of between £2
- £3 per person.
Please let Jared know (preferably in advance) if you are likely to
attend, so that the caterers can bake enough scones. Contact
details are: 01670 514610 or email jared-marg @hotmail.com

St George’s Ladies Coffee Club
Tuesday 19th February

Peter Brannon
with ‘City Hall – History and Anecdotes’
******
Saturday 23rd February
Domino Drive in the Hall at 7.00pm
We meet in the Drysdale Room at 3.00pm and
new members will be made most welcome.

St Georges Ladies Coffee Club and Flower Committee

would like to thank everyone who supported their coffee morning and
sale on 8th December. A total of £784.24p was raised. Thank you for
your generosity and also a big thank you for everyone who contributed
to make morning such a success and those who helped on the day.

Sarah Cleverley

The mystery of marriage
First woman: I don’t see
Charlie half as much as I used
to.
Second woman: You should
have married him when you
had the chance. First woman: I
did.
Valentine present
Man in car showroom: I’ve
come back to buy that car you
showed me yesterday.
Sales assistant: That’s fine, I
thought you’d be back. Tell
me, what was the dominant
feature which made you decide
on this car? My wife.
Sure prognosis
'Doctor,' said the worried
woman, 'I'd like you to
evaluate my 13-year-old son.'
'OK. He's suffering from a
transient psychosis with
intermittent rage disorder,
punctuated by episodic radical
mood swings, but his prognosis
is excellent for a full recovery.'
'How can you say all that
without even meeting him?'
'I thought you said he's 13?'
Rice
A man who had been dating a
girl for a number of years took
her out to a Chinese restaurant.
As they studied the menu he
asked: ‘How would you like your
rice, fried or boiled?’
She looked at him sadly.
‘Thrown.’

Sudoku solution on page 21

Lunchtime Concerts
Winter – Spring Series 2019

Wednesdays from 12.30 – 1.30pm
On Wednesday 13th February the second concert of the series will be
presented by Young Musicians from King Edward VI School Music
Department and the Schools’ Chamber Choir. This annual visit by KEVI
students is a very popular concert.
Then on Wednesday 13th March we shall be having a song recital by
local Tenor Richard Pinkstone. Richard, an ex-pupil of KEVI, has recently
completed a Master’s Degree at the Royal College of Music and a year
studying operatic singing. Since leaving RCM he has been working with
Scottish Opera on tour in the Highlands and Islands and is also
beginning work with Opera North in Leeds. In addition to opera he is in
demand as a soloist in concert performances including a Verdi
“Requiem” in London in March.
All concerts run from 12.30 to 1.30 pm and tickets cost £3 at the door.
Doors are open at Noon. Tea & Coffee is available in the South Transept
of the Church.
Buy or Borrow Book & Jigsaw Library
Again, our grateful thanks to all those who continue to bring
paperback books (only please) and jigsaws enabling us to refresh the
shelves and update the library. Please keep them coming as the Library
is ever in need of up-to-date books. More importantly keep borrowing
or buying!!!
NOTE: We particularly are in need of jigsaws. We have been very
low in stocks of Jigsaws for the past two months so if you have some to
clear out please let us have them
Family Photos
Family photos are always needed. Please E-mail them to Ken at
kdirvine@sky.com who will print out copies to go on the Family Notice
Board.
Christmas Tree Festival
The 2018 Multiple Sclerosis Research and Relief Fund Christmas Tree
Festival was held in the Church Sanctuary on 7th and 8th December. This
was well supported by local businesses, community groups and
organisations within the church. There were some very talented
exhibits with 28 trees shown - an increase on the

previous year. Once again MSR&R treated the festival not so much as a
fund-raising exercise but as a means of bringing the work of the Fund to
the attention of local folk.
On Friday 7th Dec the Charity welcomed 160 children from local Infant
Schools & Nurseries and the Church resounded to happy laughter of
children searching the trees and the surroundings for elves and the
occasional knitted angel. They also listened to a narration of the
Christmas story and in the Drysdale Room had a whale of a time with
Christmas games led by a member of staff of “Little Movers”, a leading
provider of pre-school dance and movement classes in the North. The
Mayor officially opened the event on the Friday evening which was well
supported and local oboist Emma Straughan entertained with seasonal
music.
The Church was then open to the public on the Saturday 8 th throughout
the day with a steady stream of visitors including children, who had
visited on the Friday, bringing parents and grandparents to view the
excellent trees. During the morning all visitors were directed upstairs
to the Ladies Coffee Morning which proved to be of benefit to church
funds.
About half of the trees were retained and graced our Joint Service with
Morpeth Methodist Church on Sunday Dec 16th and were made a
significant feature of our Community Carol Service on Monday 17 th
which was led by Carla & David Grosch Miller. These two services both
had attendances of about 150 people.
Once again we would like to thank all those who contributed in any way
to this very successful event. There were many appreciative comments
on local social media from local visitors plus letters to the Church, one
of which cited the event as ‘an uplifting experience’ and an example of
‘quiet evangelism’.
MSR&R Fund raised about £1720 towards their work in the community
from auctioned items, raffle and donations from visitors.
Pictures of the trees may be viewed on our Church Website.
www.stgeorgesurcmorpeth.org
New job
So your new job gives you lots of freedom?
Absolutely. I get here any time I want before 8am, and leave just when
I please after 5pm.

When an old lady died in the geriatric ward of a small hospital near
Dundee, Scotland, it was felt that she had nothing left of any value.
Later, when the nurses were going through her meager possessions,
they found this poem. Its quality and content so impressed the staff
that copies were made and distributed to every nurse in the hospital.
One nurse took her copy to Ireland. The old lady's sole bequest to
posterity has since appeared in the Christmas edition of the News
Magazine of the North Ireland Association for Mental Health.
... And now this little old Scottish lady, with nothing left to give to the
world, is now the author of this simple, yet eloquent, poem travelling
the world by Internet. Goes to show that we all leave "SOME footprints
in time".....

An Old Lady's Poem
What do you see, nurses, what do you see?
What are you thinking when you're looking at me?
A crabby old woman, not very wise,
Uncertain of habit, with faraway eyes?
Who dribbles her food and makes no reply
When you say in a loud voice, "I do wish you'd try!"
Who seems not to notice the things that you do,
And forever is losing a stocking or shoe.....
Who, resisting or not, lets you do as you will,
With bathing and feeding, the long day to fill....
Is that what you're thinking? Is that what you see?
Then open your eyes, nurse; you're not looking at me.
I'll tell you who I am as I sit here so still,
As I do at your bidding, as I eat at your will.
I'm a small child of ten ...with a father and mother,
Brothers and sisters, who love one another.
A young girl of sixteen, with wings on her feet,
Dreaming that soon now a lover she'll meet.
A bride soon at twenty -- my heart gives a leap,
Remembering the vows that I promised to keep.
At twenty-five now, I have young of my own,
Who need me to guide and a secure happy home.
A woman of thirty, my young now grown fast,
Bound to each other with ties that should last.

At forty, my young sons have grown and are gone,
But my man's beside me to see I don't mourn.
At fifty once more, babies play round my knee,
Again we know children, my loved one and me.
Dark days are upon me, my husband is dead;
I look at the future, I shudder with dread.
For my young are all rearing young of their own,
And I think of the years and the love that I've known.
I'm now an old woman ...and nature is cruel;
'Tis jest to make old age look like a fool.
The body, it crumbles, grace and vigour depart,
There is now a stone where I once had a heart.
But inside this old carcass a young girl still dwells,
And now and again my battered heart swells.
I remember the joys, I remember the pain,
And I'm loving and living life over again.
I think of the years ....all too few, gone too fast,
And accept the stark fact that nothing can last.
So open your eyes, nurses, open and see,
Not a crabby old woman; look closer ...see ME!!

Kindly submitted by Joan Cooper

Knitter, Natter, Crafts & Chatter Coffee Group
The group meets on Wednesday mornings from 10am-12noon in the Drysdale
room (entry by the front door). We aim to enjoy each others company whilst
drinking tea/coffee, sharing projects for church or charity, or doing our own
projects. Anyone is welcome to drop in just for a cup of coffee.
Contact: Joan Cooper, Tel: 515682

Marie Curie and the Great Daffodil Appeal
Next month you will see a lot of daffodils about – Marie Curie daffodils.
It’s the charity’s annual Great Daffodil Appeal, which runs in March
each year.
The appeal is urgently needed, for as the
charity explains, one in four people currently don’t receive the care and
support that they need at the end of their life. And with the population
getting older; demand on the charity’s services is set to increase.
Could you help? Marie Curie is currently looking for volunteers to give
two hours of their time next month, to help hand out the daffodil pins in
return for donations. If you’ve got two hours to spare, then joining the
Great Daffodil Appeal is a good way to support people in real need.
Marie Curie has long cared for people with terminal cancer, but
nowadays the charity also cares for people with any terminal illness.
That includes dementia, heart or lung disease, and neurological
conditions like motor neurone disease.
Marie
Curie has a range of services to help. These include Nurses that give
one-to-one expert care to people at home, nine hospices offering
inpatient and outpatient care, spiritual and bereavement support, and,
a free telephone support line. The charity also funds research and
campaigns. More details about volunteering at:
www.mariecurie.org.uk/collect or call free on 0800 304 7025. If you
would like help from Marie Curie, talk to your GP, district nurse or call
the charity’s free telephone Support Line on 0800 090 2309.

Heaven’s reward
A taxi driver and a minister from the same village died and went to
heaven.
St Peter met them at the gate. He gave a kindly smile to the
minister, but threw his arms around the taxi driver, and several angels
rushed out to carry the taxi driver in triumph through the pearly gates.
The minister was miffed. He wanted to know why his welcome was so
much less, considering he had spent his life working for the Kingdom of
Heaven. ‘Indeed, you did,’ said St Peter soothingly, ‘and you did a good
job. But sadly, you came nowhere near to what this taxi driver
achieved for us up here in Heaven. But – but – he has never preached
even once,’ protested the minister.
‘True, but while over the years your ministry inspired about 30 people
to pray with real fervour, this taxi driver inspired thousands.
Anyone, in fact, who got into the back of his taxi for a drive.’

Word Search for February
The Presentation of Christ in the Temple/ Candlemas
Candlemas, 2 February, comes exactly 40 days after Christmas. In New
Testament times 40 days old was an important age for a baby boy: it
was when they made their first ‘public appearance’. Mary, like all good
Jewish mothers, went to the Temple with Jesus, her first male child - to
‘present Him to the Lord’. Thus, we have the Festival of the
Presentation of Christ in the Temple. (Luke 2: 22-40) So where does the
Candlemas bit come in? Jesus is described in the New Testament as the
Light of the World, and early Christians developed the tradition of
lighting many candles in celebration of this day.
Candlemas Forty Days
After Christmas New
Testament Important
Age Baby Boy
First Public Appearance
Mary Jewish Temple
festival presentation
described light world
candles lighting early

Solution on page 21

Don’t forget that we have a special
box in the Vestibule for all your
stamps.
Your stamps are forwarded to Ecumenical based
causes including The Bible Society, Gideon
International, the Leprosy Mission and other
Christian organisations,
So please take a minute and save your stamps for a worthwhile cause.

ACROSS: 1, Wage. 3, Cleansed. 9, Plateau. 10, Ready. 11, Did so. 12, Hollow.
14, Unregenerated. 17, Offers. 19, Islam. 22, Is not. 23, Overran. 24, Barracks. 25,
Legs.
DOWN: 1, Wiped out. 2, Guard. 4, Laughing-stock. 5, April. 6, Seaport. 7, Days.
8, Belong. 13, Oddments. 15, Refiner. 16, Raided. 18, Extra. 20, Large. 21, Limb.

Manner of speaking
‘Are your father and your
mother in?’ asked the
vicar when the small boy
opened the door.
‘They was in,’ said the
youngster. ‘But they is
out.’
‘They was in. They is out.
Where’s your grammar,
young man?’ ‘She’s gone
upstairs, for a nap.’
Good take
A minister in a little
church announced:
‘Before we pass the
collection plate, I would
like to request that the person who stole the chickens from
Brother Martin's hen house please refrain from giving any
money to the Lord. The Lord doesn't want money from a thief!’
The collection plate was passed around, and for the first time in

months everybody gave.

Bavington United Reformed Church
Services
Sunday 17 February -NO SERVICE at Great Bavington
(Church Meeting at Great Bavington on Sunday 24
February at 12.00 noon).
Film Night
Tuesday 12 February, 7.15pm for 7.30 start. Leave No
Trace
Further information: lynnerawles@gmail.com
Art & Craft Night
Wednesday 27 February, 6.30pm, Great Bavington
Church meeting room Wednesday 27 March, 6.30pm,
Great Bavington Church meeting room Further
information: lynnerawles@gmail.com
History Night
Tuesday 19 February, 7.30pm, Great Bavington Church
meeting room. New research project: Great Bavington
School and education in the surrounding area
Further information: bavingtonchurch@gmail.com,
01830 540350
Bavington Parish Council
Thursday 7 February, 7.00pm, Great Bavington Church
meeting room.

Widdrington United Reformed Church
PRAYING TOGETHER
During February, please pray for:
Victims of terrorism and natural disasters
Refugees and those who help them
The world's war zones
The work of relief agencies
Medical and nursing practitioners
The emergency services
Anyone you know who is ill or has recently suffered an accident

Anyone who is recently bereaved
Your neighbours

"Prayer, the Churches banquet, Angels age,
God's breath in man, returning to his birth,
The soul in paradise, heart in pilgrimage,
The Christian plummet, sounding heav'n and earth" (George Herbert)
Seven days without prayer make one weak
WIDDRINGTON CHURCH NEWS
I’d like to invite everybody to contribute information that they think
might be of interest. Just give me the details in writing either on a
piece of paper or by email to elliemist@gmail.com and I’ll do the rest.
(I’d still welcome articles though). The Copy Date for each magazine is
the Sunday prior to the 20th of the month before the next issue. If you
miss the deadline your contribution may have to be held over to the
next issue. December/January and June/July are usually double issues.
Flowers: Arranged in February by Kathleen, and in March (hopefully)
by Fiona.
Easy Fund Raising (Easy?) Do you shop online? The chances are that
your vendor will be part of Easy Fund Raising. Amazon and John Lewis
are, for instance. (Some of our EF members only shop with retailers who
are in the scheme!) This means that if you register for Easy Fund
Raising at easyfundraising.org.uk and select Widdrington United
Reformed Church as your Good Cause 1 or 2 % of the purchase price of
your item will come to us at no extra cost to yourself. Please talk to
Fiona about it soon. We have raised over £200 so far with just six
members. As they say, every little helps!
In February our social event is Liv's open house on Saturday 9th from
2.00pm. This was postponed from Christmas because of Poppy's
chicken pox.
The programme for the year has been devised and will probably have
already been published. Please make sure you have the items which
interest you in your diaries.
Recent fund raising: the Christmas Coffee Morning raised c£130.

Giving at the Christmas Eve service was over £200. £100 went to each
of Christian Aid and Shelter.
Regular events:
1st Tuesday: Coffee Club meets at a variety of coffee shops in the area.
10.30am. All friends are welcome. In February we are going to the
Outlook Cafe at Hauxley Nature Reserve
1st Wednesday The Prayer group usually meets at 7.00pm at Cook's
Hemmel. Please note change of day. All are welcome to join us. Please
let us know of any matters for prayer.
Holy Grounds. Sadly, Holy Grounds remains suspended. Watch this
space for information about recommencement.
Facebook: If you are on Facebook, have you checked out our Facebook
page yet? Search for Widdrington United Reformed Church. Please like
us and let me know if you think I’ve missed anything that should be on.
If you take pictures at any event please post them as a guest ( but
remember to get permission of any people on your photos and
particularly from the parents of any children before you post) The page
now has over 80 likes!
Please note: Sean, our sheep, has his own Facebook page! Search for
‘Sean'. Sean now has 16 page 'likes' but he wants some more, so
please tell your friends about him!
The website is at: www.widdringtonurc.org.uk
I'd appreciate some help to improve it, as it's very wordy at the moment,
partly because I'm happiest with words. I'm still looking for volunteers to
be additional site editors. Someone with hardware the can post pictures
would be good!
Churches Together in Widdrington and Ulgham
Unfortunately, the January planning meeting took place after the copy
date for this magazine, so I can give you no details about the Women's
World Day of Prayer ( first Friday in March, as always) which I also forgot
to put in the calendar, as well as Lent and Easter activities. Easter is late
this year, so next month is probably quick enough.
FEM
A note from Diana Hogg:
Every year I feel amazed and grateful for all the work - obvious and in
the background, that takes place to make our Christmas Eve Service so
meaningful. Months of work by many people come to fruition in a service
enjoyed by all who attend. I have heard that it is an important part of
their Christmas.
Many thanks to all
concerned.

Widdrington Calendar
February
Sun 3rd
Tues 5th
Wed 6th
Sat 9th
Sun 10th
Sun 17th
Sun 24th
March
Sun 3rd
Tues 5th
Wed 6th

10.45am
10.30am
7.00pm
From
2.00pm
10.45am
10.30am
10.45am
Tbc
10.30am
7.00pm

Worship Group
Coffee Club
Prayer group: Cook’s Hemmel
Open house at The Walden’s (postponed
because of chicken pox)
Carol Dixon
At St. George’s Morpeth: candidate
preaching.
Boyd Hoole
Area Service (venue to be confirmed)
Coffee Club: venue to be arranged
Prayer Group: Cook’s Hemmel

Consider the birds of the air, they do not store up what they eat
they need not to worry or care, or tweet with a worry-filled tweet.
God looks after them, O its true! He grants them their insects and
grains
He gives all their feathers their hue; and shelters them all from the rain.
But at certain times of the year, when birds have to eat, or they freeze
–
Though God clearly holds them all dear, Assistance from us will Him
please.
So think of the birds of the air, and, after your breakfast is chewed,
Get up, get a coat, get out there, And give the poor darlings some food!
By Nigel Beeton

