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St Georgeôs, Widdrington 

 & Great Bavington 

   United Reformed Churches 
 

  Newsletter 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   Website: stgeorgesurcmorpeth.org 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

As I settle into these first few weeks as minister at St Georgeôs URC, I am led to 

pray and discern what my role is within this body of very competent and able 

members. In my thinking about this I recall some words shared at a seminar I 

attended a few years ago that said in the 60ôs the minister was a teacher, in the 

70ôs an activist, in the 80ôs a social worker and in the 90ôs a counsellor. This 

leaves a question over the role of ñthe ministerò in todayôs changing culture.  
 

What is clear is that there is an increasing need for all those involved in the 

church to recognise themselves as ministers. 
 

Let me tell you a rather dated story now but one that still has an important 

message: 
 

ñA teacher at a holiday club invited the children to join her in the 

closing ceremony. ñLetôs make churchesò she said. And with that she 

took her hands and with the actions recited ñHereôs the church, and 

hereôs the steeple, open the doors and thereôs ï ñ 
 

Just then it hit her. She had totally forgotten about the boy in the holiday club 

who was missing one arm. She had been so worried about one of the children 

making a comment about his disability, or saying something else to 

embarrass him. Now, the very thing she had worried about the children 

doing, she had done. 

As she stood there speechless, trying to decide what to do, the most 

wonderful thing happened. The little girl, sitting next to the boy reached 

over with her left hand and placed it up to his right and said ñDavey, 

letôs make the church together.ò 
 

We all need to find the thing that God calls us to be in the church. Whether that 

is arranging flowers, or making cakes, or preaching, or working with children, or 

visiting the lonelyé the list goes on. And we need to do those things to glorify 

God. 
 

When Paul wrote to the Corinthians he said: 

 

ñThose parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensableé so that 

there should be no division in the body, but its parts should have equal 

concern for each other.ò 1 Cor 12: 22,25  

 

 



October 2019                                                         Page                                                                                               October 2019                                                        Page  

 

 

As we consider how we as a church work together to minister to the community 

around us, and the world ï it becomes increasingly clear that ñthe ministerò is 

only a small part of that ministry. When Paul talks about the parts of the body he 

stresses that all are as important to the health of the body as each other. 

 

We all have a ministry in the church ï and your ministry might not be the same 

as it was in the 60ôs, 70ôs, 80ôs or 90ôs. So pray over the next few weeks and 

months, for God to show you again what we calls you to do and how you can 

best glorify Him by ministering to those around you.  

 

With every blessing, 

                             Julian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have received the following correspondence from Morpeth First School 

Goosehill 

Ms Reay, Headteacher, writes: 

 

óTo St George's 

As Goosehill School moves on, I write on behalf of my staff and children to 

sincerely thank you for your welcome during the last 25 years. It has been a 

privilege to worship with you at Harvest and Easter and our pupils have learnt 

much from the experience.                                                                                                                        

My thanks in particular to your Managers and Eldersô. 

 

I'm sure you'll join with me in wishing the staff and pupils all the best as they 

settle into their new school building on Loansdean. 

 

                                                Teresa Benkhabeb-House, Church Secretary  

 

Induction of our Minister, Revd Julian Sanders on                         

Saturday 31st August. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Rev Kay Alberg, Revd Julian Sanders, Rev David Herbert &                                             

 Teresa Benkhabeb-House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Ollie, Rev Julian Sanders, Elliott and Noah  

 



October 2019                                                         Page                                                                                               October 2019                                                        Page  

 

Tea Time Talks 
  

The next TTT will be given at 2 pm on Thursday 31st October 
  The speaker is Malcolm Kennedy and his talk is entitled  

"It's A Funny Old World"   
Please let Jared know (preferably at least a few days in advance) if you are 
hoping to come - this helps greatly with the catering for the subsequent         

Cream Tea. 
Entrance by donation of £2.50 - £3.00 per person. 

 

Contact details are: 01670 514610 or email jared-marg @hotmail.com 
 

 

 

 

                                 St Georgeõs Ladies Coffee Club 
 

               Saturday 5 th  October , Bake Stall at  

St Georgeôs Annual Church Fair 

Tuesday 15 th  October  ï Freda Thompson  

óThe Swinging Sixtiesô 

                              

We usually meet in the Drysdale Room at 3.00pm and  

 new members will be made most welcome.  

 

 

 

Knitter, Natter, Crafts & Chatter Coffee Group  

The group meets on Wednesday mornings from 10am-12noon in the Drysdale 

room (entry by the front  door). We aim to enjoy each others company whilst 

drinking tea/coffee, sharing projects for church or charity, or doing our own 

projects. Anyone is welcome to drop in just for a cup of coffee. 

Contact: Joan Cooper, Tel: 515682 

 

 

Morpeth and Mitford Churches Together  

Asylum Seekers Support Group  - October 2019  

I thought it might be useful to think first this month generally about the needs 

of asylum seekers coming to the region.  

òLife for asylum seekers in the UK is tough. Many have been tortured, imprisoned 

or raped in their home country and all have suffered bereavement and 

separation from family and friends. The situation is then made worse by the 

many problems of life as an asylum seeker in Britain; low income, social isolation, 

racial harassment, unemployment, prolonged separation from family, difficulties 

with cultural adaptation and the fear of being returned to dangerous situations 

should their asylum applications be unsuccessful.ó (from the WERS website) 

This is the experience of all asylum seekers whether they are being supported by 

any of the organisations below or trying to find their way for themselves.  

West End Refugee Service  

During Refugee Week in June various activities took place including attending a 

City of Sanctuary event which gave them an opportunity to have their say on 

whatõs happening for asylum seekers and refugees across Newcastle. 

There was also a trip to the Discovery Museum for the Arrivals exhibition. This is 

a photographic exhibition of portraits paying tribute to Tynesideõs diverse 

population, where there is a photo of one of WERSõ volunteers, Titi. 

Photographer Jeremy Abrahams documents the experience of people who have 

migrated to the region from overseas. The exhibition captures the stories of 41 

individuals who settled here between 1939 and 2018 and explores why they left 

their country of origin and provides an insight into how they feel about their 

adopted home. The exhibition is at the Discovery Museum, Newcastle until 

Sunday 3rd November 2019. 

WERS will be holding its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 15th October 2019 

from 6pm ð 8pm. This will be a special celebration as it will be WERSõ 20th 

birthday. It will be held at Summerhill Square Bowling Club. There'll be music 

and refreshments to celebrate. There will also be a raffle. 

Justice and Peace Refugee Project  

The number of people asking for help continues to grow and because of this 

some food products are in short supply and the charity is having to use some of 

its valuable money to purchase supplies. So donations of food and toiletries are 

always very welcome. 

On the other hand, the Project has been struggling to cope with the amount of 

clothing that they have been receiving and request that for the time being no 

more clothes should be sent to th em until they can find the space and resources 
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to process them. The exception to this is that they can still gladly accept 

bedding, towels, coats, good quality shoes and kitchenware as these are easy to 

process and store and there is a constant demand. 

(WERS, however, continues to accept a wider range of clothing and shoes, 

especially for men) 

Joint Fundraiser for Ruhi Aktar and Sanctuary Network Morpeth  

As mentioned before Ruhi is working on a couple of Greek Islands and is helping 

to support the many asylum seekers there. 

There is to be a meal at Primo Piano on Monday 11th November at 6.45 for 7pm. 

Tickets will be £20 which will cover the cost of the meal (£12.95) and the rest of 

the ticket price will be taken as a donation, which will be split 50/50 betwe en 

Ruhi and Sanctuary Network Morpeth. They are hoping to sell about 100 tickets. 

Please consider supporting this local event. 

Harvest Festivals  

Maura Illingworth has made the request that any church which has no plans 

where to send harvest produce may wish to consider sending it to Sanctuary 

Network Morpeth which is supporting the increasing number of refugees and 

asylum seekers in Blyth and Ashington. 

Thank you for your support.                                         Margaret Brock  

 

Morpeth Justice and P eace    

Dementia Awareness  

The Morpeth Justice and Peace Group is arranging another dementia awareness 

session to be led by Guy Kirk, Dementia Awareness trainer. It will be held on 

Friday 1st November at 7pm in the Drysdale room in St Georgeõs. Previous 

training events have been very informative and well received. If you are 

interested in attending or want to know more please let me know.  

Big Brew  

The Morpeth Justice and Peace Group is also putting on another Big Brew the 

next day, Saturday 2nd November from 10.00 ð 12.00 noon in St Roberts Hall. All 

the produce will be fair traded and there will be a Traidcraft stall selling cards, 

Christmas presents, jewellery and food. 

We would love to see you there. 

If anyone is interested in becoming a member of the gro up or just coming along 

to dip your toe in the water and see you would be very welcome. We meet 

about every 6 weeks, usually in the evenings, but the day changes depending 

upon peopleõs commitments. We usually meet in the Drysdale Room. 

Thank you, Margaret  Brock  

 

 

St Georgeôs United Reformed Church 

Bridge Street, Morpeth 

 

 

  

Autumn Fair  
Saturday 5th October 

10.00am ï 12.30pm                                         
 

Home made jams and cakes,  

Bric-a-brac, Toys, Books, Crafts, Jewellery, Toiletries 

Tombola, Bargain Stand, Raffle 

 

 
 Tea, Coffee & Home-made 

biscuits  
 

 
                                       Admission by donation                                       

In aid of Church Funds 
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Lunchtime Concerts  
Autumn Series 2019  

 

Wednesdays from 12.30 ς 1.30pm 
 
 
 

The second concert of our Autumn Series takes place on Wednesday 16th 

October with a return visit by David Hedley, a young oboist who has studied at 
the Royal College of Music and is currently taking a music degree at Durham 
University.  He will also be accompanied by David Murray. 
 
Our third concert on Wednesday 13th November ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ά±ƻŎŜǎ {ƛƴƎŜǊǎέ ŀ 
Choir from Cumbria University, Carlisle who are trained by Graeme Danby and 
his wife Valerie Reid.  You may remember we have previously had very 
successful visits by a choir from Sunderland University also trained by Graeme 
and Valerie. 
 
The final concert of the series on Wednesday 4th December will be given by the 
ǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ±ƛƻƭƛƴ 5ǳƻ ά!ōōŜȅ {ǘǊƛƴƎǎέ ς Karen Wigham & Jessica Graham - 
joined for some items by accompanist Ken Irvine. 
 
All concerts run from 12.30 to 1.30 pm and tickets cost £3 at the door.  Doors 
are open at Noon.  Tea & Coffee is available in the South Transept of the 
Church.  
 
  

Buy or Borrow Book & Jigsaw Library 
 

Again, our grateful thanks to all those who continue to bring paperback books 
(only paperbacks please) and jigsaws, enabling us to refresh the shelves and 
update the library.  Please keep them coming as the Library is ever in need of 
both up-to-date books and jigsaws.  More importantly keep borrowing or 
buying !!!  This continues to be a steady regular income for the Church so many 
thanks to those who do borrow or buy. 
 
Many thanks indeed to Jared Johnson for fitting a new jigsaw box on the side of 
our bookcase which keeps things together.  
 
 



October 2019                                                         Page                                                                                               October 2019                                                        Page  

Other Diary Dates 
 

 
Saturday 5th October ς Our Annual Church Fair & Coffee Morning from 10.00 
am to 12.30 pm.  Please do your best to support this annual fund-raiser ς bring 
yourselves and your neighbours too.  Entry Free. 
 
Saturday 26th October - Coffee Morning & Charity Card Sale.  Our Annual 
Coffee Morning with Sale of Christmas Cards by local and National Charities is 
being held from 10. 00 am to 12.00 Noon in the Church Hall.  Home baked Fruit 
& Cheese Scones will be available with the usual tea & coffee.  Entry is free. 
 
Thursday 31st October at 2.00 pm Tea-time Talk to be given by Dr Malcolm 
YŜƴƴŜŘȅ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άLǘΩǎ ŀ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ƻƭŘ ǿƻǊƭŘέΦ 
 
Saturday 9th November at 7.00 pm Concert for Remembrance Day in the 
Church ς ŀ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƻŦ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ bŜǿŎŀǎǘƭŜ /ƘƻƛǊ άMusica JohannesέΦ 
Proceeds in Aid of Marie Curie Charity and the Help for Heroes Charity.  
Admission £6.00 which includes tea, coffee and cake.  There will also be a 
donations bucket. 
 
Friday & Saturday 6th/7 th December Christmas Tree Festival with Multiple 
Sclerosis Research & Relief Fund. 
Further details of this event to be given next month. 
 
Saturday 14th December at 7.30 pm in the Church Mid-Northumberland Chorus 
Christmas Concert. 
 

 

Country Dance Club  
 

The CDC will be held in the Church Hall from 7.30 pm on  
Saturday 19th October. No experience necessary ς ŀƭƭ ŘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ άŎŀƭƭŜŘέ 

before doing them! 
It is suitable for ALL ages!  Bring along your own refreshments (and a friend or 

two?) 
Still only £1.50 per adult (Children Free) 

Everyone welcome 
 

Contact me by phone or email if you need any further details. 
Ring 514610 or email: jared-marg@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jared-marg@hotmail.com
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October Crossword  
 

Across: 1  The sixth disciple (Matthew 

10:3) (11) 9  ôAnd lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from the ñ ñ õ 

(Matthew 6:13) (4,3) 10 Love intensely 

(Song of Songs 1:4) (5) 11 From Mt 

Carmel to Jezreel, Elijah ñ all the way (1 

Kings 18:46) (3) 13 One of the Midianite 

leaders who was captured and killed after 

Gideonõs victory in the valley near Moreh 

(Judges 7:25) (4) 16 Metallic element (4)  

17 At line (anag.) (6) 18 ôCursed is 

everyone who is ñ on a treeõ (Galatians 

3:13) (4) 20 Where Samson killed a thousand Philistines with a donkeyõs jawbone 

(Judges 15:14) (4)  21 He succeeded Moses (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6) 22 ôWhen he 

saw him, he took ñ on himõ (Luke 10:33) (4) 23 ôFor ñ is the gate and broad is 

the road that leads to destructionõ (Matthew 7:13) (4) 25 ôThe god of this ñ has 

blinded the minds of unbelieversõ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (3) 28 Fear or terror (Psalm 

31:22) (5) 29 ôWe, who are many, are one body, for we all ñ of the one loafõ (1 

Corinthians 10:17) (7)  30 Assyrian ruler assassinated by his sons while 

worshipping his god Nisroch (2 Kings 19:37) (11). 

Down : 2  ôFor as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made ñ õ (1 Corinthians 

15:22) (5) 3  ôAfter supper he ñ the cupõ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (4)  

4  The request of a man of Macedonia in Paulõs vision: ôCome ñ to Macedonia 

and help usõ (Acts 16:9) (4) 5  He disobeyed his father Judah by refusing to 

impregnate his dead brotherõs wife (Genesis 38:9) (4) 6  I veto me (anag.) (7)  

7  Fourth king of Judah (1 Kings 15:24) (11) 8  Priest of God Most High, who 

blessed Abram (Genesis 14:18) (11) 12 ôI have made you ñ ñ for the Gentilesõ 

(Acts 13:47) (1,5)  14 Implore (1 Samuel 15:25) (3) 15 ôOut of the eater, 

something to eat; out of the ñ , something sweetõ (Judges 14:14) (6)  

19 ôI am the most ignorant of men; I do ñ ñ  a manõs understandingõ (Proverbs 

30:2) (3,4) 20 ôSin shall not be your master, because you are not under ñ , but 

under graceõ (Romans 6:14) (3) 24 Native of, say, Baghdad (5) 25 The last word in 

the Bible (Revelation 22:21) (4) 26 Heroic tale (4)  27 ôThen you will know the 

truth, and the truth will set you ñ õ (John 8:32) (4).   Solution on page 16 

 

�'�R�Q�¶�W���O�H�W���W�K�H���O�L�W�W�O�H�Q�H�V�V���L�Q���R�W�K�H�U�V���E�U�L�Q�J���R�X�W���W�K�H���O�L�W�W�O�H�Q�H�V�V���L�Q���\�R�X�� 

 British Airways poster : ôBreakfast 

in London; lunch in New Yorkõ 

Added underneath: ôLuggage in 

Bermudaõ                                         

Prayer equality                                

When my daughter, Kelli, said her 

bedtime prayers, she would bless 

every family member, every friend, 

and every animal (current and past). 

Then for several weeks, after we had 

finished the nightly prayer, Kelli 

would say, òAnd all girls.ó This soon 

became part of her nightly routine, 

to include this closing.                           

My curiosity f inally got the best of 

me and I asked why she always 

included the part about ôall girlsõ. 

She replied, ôBecause everybody 

always finishes their prayers by 

saying ôAll Men.õ                               

You know you are living in 2018 

�Z�K�H�Q�¬�� 

1. You accidentally enter your 

password on the microwave. 

2. You havenõt played solitaire with 

real cards in years. 

3. You have a list of 15 phone 

numbers to reach your family of five. 

4. You e-mail the person who works 

at the desk next to you. 

5. You e-mail your children upstairs 

to tell them dinner is ready.  

6. Every TV advert has a Facebook 

link at the bottom of the screen.  

7. Leaving the house without your 

mobile, which you didnõt have the 

first 20 or 30 (or 60) years of your life, 

Solution on page 16                                   is now a cause for total panic. 

 


