Point of View…
I love gardens. I enjoy going to see them at some of the big houses owned
by the National Trust. I love having a small, fairly secluded garden at the
back of our house where, in the warm summer we’ve been having this
year, I‘ve been able to sit and sunbathe or sit in the shade and read a book
and chill out. Yet this year, my garden, along with millions of others in the
UK has been hit by the lack of rainfall, the high temperatures and the
constant hot sunshine. The grass turned yellow/brown and many of the
flowers and bushes have wilted in the sun.
Normally I would welcome sunshine and warmth. But I was reading
somewhere recently that this summer’s heat wave is the culmination of the
hottest year ever recorded on Earth and follows on from several previous
years, each nearing the same average global temperature.
So what is happening to our world and why? The scientific consensus is
that global warming is being driven by man- made activity, especially the
increase in greenhouse gases produced by industry and our over use of
fossil fuels. The jury may still be out on precisely how much of climate
change is man-made but there seems little doubt that it is a major factor.
What has this to do with us? In the Bible we read of prophets who spoke
out in times of danger, warning that unless wrong practices were righted a
judgement would fall upon those who did not heed the prophets’ words. Is
it stretching things too far to wonder if prophetic voices calling for greater
attention to the dangers of climate change are the instruments of God for
our day? Maybe we should be asking whether the scientific community
and the environmentalists who have been warning about the climate for
decades now are God’s messengers urging us to think again about our
excessive use of the very things that could destroy us and make the planet
uninhabitable.
Meanwhile, as I write, the grass stands brown and lifeless. Flowers wilt in
early decay. Crops lie withered up by the intense heat. Trees appear
listless. The rivers and lakes run dry. The tinder box moors burn.
All of which might lead us to despair. What can we do about it anyway?
We have very little power over global events. How can what I do possibly
have any influence on the decisions of governments and captains of
industry?
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There are things we can do. We can make resolutions to live more simply
and reduce our ‘carbon footprint’. We can use our cars less. We can try and
travel shorter distances by bus or train rather than flying – which we can
better justify for really long-haul distances. These may be small things but,
when magnified millions of times through individual choices, they add up
to a much greater effect.
And then we can move things along together. We could join or support
environmental groups trying to get the message across. Political leaders do
take note of groups of citizens determined to make a difference. We can
write letters. MPs do take these into account when making decisions. And
of course, there is today a tremendous possibility of spreading the word by
the use of social media.
We may, of course, still not be convinced about the reality of global
warming and climate change. Even so, I would argue, the precautionary
principle applies. If there is a possibility that it really is happening, do we
not owe it to future generations to take steps to reduce our impact now on
what is, after all, the only home we have? We have nowhere else to go: as I
saw on a car sticker earlier this year, a picture of the globe, with the slogan
‘There is NO PLANet B.’
Stuart Brock

Knitter, Natter, Crafts & Chatter Coffee Group
The group meets on Wednesday mornings, commencing on 5th September
from 10am-12noon in the Drysdale room (entry by the front door).
We aim to enjoy each others company whilst drinking tea/coffee, sharing projects
for church or charity, or doing our own projects.
Anyone is
welcome to drop in just for a cup of coffee.
Contact: Joan Cooper, Tel: 515682
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Morpeth and Mitford Churches Together
Asylum Seekers Support Group 2018
Update for September Magazine
West End Refugee Service
WERS currently has 50 volunteers from 13 different nationalities. They
include local people, refugees, asylum seekers and students.
Their common aim is to give something back to the community.
Volunteering can make a significant difference to those who are seeking
sanctuary as it can provide hugely fulfilling opportunities for personal
development and learning. Many of them are not allowed to work so this
gives them opportunities to use their skills and gain experiences.
Currently WERS is looking for volunteer befrienders to support its clients.
Befrienders help asylum seekers and refugees feel more welcome,
supported and integrated into the local community. They are expected to
spend a few hours each week or fortnight with their clients sharing
activities and building relationships, including helping familiarise them
with the local community. It can also include helping them with their
English and making phone calls to help access services. Training and
induction is available. Anyone interested in becoming a befriender should
visit WERS website at www.wers.org.uk to find out more or ring the
centre on 0191 273 7482.
Justice and Peace Refugee Project
Although the number of refugees and asylum seekers coming into this
country has been decreasing the numbers being housed in the North East
has increased dramatically as it is seen as a relatively cheap place to house
them. This has meant that the Justice and Peace Refugee Centre is
currently registering between 50 and 80 new clients a month. Demand is
therefore outstripping the supply of food which the Centre receives from
donations. John Dowling, the Project Manager, has stressed his gratitude
to the Churches for their support and has asked me to encourage them to
keep giving food and toiletries on a regular basis.
Margaret Brock
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SENEA Women’s Fellowship Day
Led by Revd Marie Attwood

‘Look for the Hero inside Yourself’
Thursday 27th September 2018.
11.00am – 3.00pm
(Refreshments from 10.30am)
At Amble Methodist Church
Bring a packed lunch
– Tea/Coffee provided

All Ladies in the Ecumenical Area are invited to a Fellowship Day
‘Look for the Hero inside Yourself’ led by Revd. Marie Attwood
at Amble Methodist Church, Percy Street, Amble. Ladies from all
around the ecumenical area will get together for a day of fellowship,
fun and inspiration. The day will close with a silent communion.
Bring a packed lunch, a Bible and a pen – and if you wish, beforehand,
think about who has inspired you either scripturally or secularly.
You may wish to bring pictures quotes or other things that symbolise
your chosen characters. But most importantly bring yourself.
If anyone has any questions, or needs further information,
please contact Maureen Baker (the.hebron.bakers@totalise.co.uk
or 01670 513333)
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Crossword for September
Across: 1 ‘Unless the Lord builds the
house, its builders — in vain’ (Psalm
127:1) (6) 4 Season of the year (Psalm
84:6) (6) 7 ‘My soul is overwhelmed
with sorrow to the point of death. —
here and keep watch with me’ (Matthew
26:38) (4) 8 It came over the whole
land from the sixth to the ninth hour on
the first Good Friday (Luke 23:44) (8)
9 Paul invariably did this in the
synagogues he visited on his missionary
journeys (Acts 17:2) (8) 13 ‘It is God
who works in you to will and to — according to his good purpose’ (Philippians
2:13) (3) 16 Members of the Church of Scotland (13) 17 ‘Now when he saw the
crowds, he went up on a mountain side and — down’ (Matthew 5:1) (3)
19 Mock (Luke14:29) (8) 24 Disgrace(Psalm44:13)(8) 25 First month of the
Hebrew calendar (Exodus13:4)(4) 26 Christianity of the Britons before Augustine
arrived from Rome(6) 27 Mean (Numbers 35:23)(6).
Down: 1 ‘Whoever finds his life will — it’ (Matthew 10:39) (4) 2 ‘My lord the
king, let the — — on me and on my father’s family, and let the king and his
throne be without guilt’ (2 Samuel 14:9) (5,4) 3 O raid (anag.) (5)
4 ‘If two of you on earth — about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by
my Father in heaven’ (Matthew 18:19) (5) 5 Take care of (1 Samuel 17:15) (4)
6 What the older son heard as he came near the house the day his prodigal
brother came home (Luke 15:25) (5) 10 ‘Do not think of yourself more highly than
you ought, but rather think of yourself with — judgment’ (Romans 12:3) (5)
11 Do ten (anag.)(5) 12 Architectural style first used in Greek temples in the sixth
century BC (5) 13 Capable of being used(1Kings7:36)(9) 14 ‘Each one should —
his own actions’(Galatians6:4)(4) 15 Among the items imported by Solomon’s
fleet of trading ships (1 Kings 10:22) (4) 18 ‘But I am afraid that just —— was
deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray’ (2
Corinthians 11:3) (2,3) 20 Outstanding 18th-century hymn writer, — Watts(5) 21
One of the four sons of Asher(Genesis46:17)(5) 22 Be distressed(Proverbs24:19)(4)
23 He was the father of Gaal, who threatened rebellion against Abimelech (Judges
9:28) (4). Solution on page 21
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Recently I took the Wednesday midweek service and we looked at Psalm 23. We
listened to it in the traditional form, sung beautifully by Aileen Gilchrist, a Celtic
folksinger (people can hear it on:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDAIwMvFcXQ ). We then read together a
modern version which I had written (see below) prompted by thoughts on reading
it from a modern American version of the Bible called ‘The Voice’.
The folk who were there that Wednesday suggested that I should include it in the
newsletter as others may enjoy reading it (& also like to hear Aileen’s sung version
on YouTube).
Carol Dixon

The Lord is my Shepherd
I have everything I need.
He leads me into luscious green pastures
by still waters I rest with Him
He restores my soul
Even when I walk in a deep dark valley
of fear and desolation He is with me
His strong staff supports me
He cradles me in the crook of his arm
When I am besieged by alien feelings within
and enemies without
He feeds me tender morsels
from the banquet of his love
He fills my cup to the brim with peace
I sip it with hope and it overflows with joy
God's goodness and mercy are my daily companions
I will live in God's presence at home with Him forever
© Carol Dixon
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Word Search for September
On 4th August 1918 King George V met to pray with members of the Houses of
Parliament. One hundred days later, the war ended. Last month, 4 th August 2018
was the first day of 100 days of prayer across the country, running until Armistice
Day in November. Thousands of Christians across the country are using daily
prayers, Bible readings and reflections from 100 Days of Peace and Hope, which
can be downloaded, a week at a time from
https://www.remembrance100.co.uk/ 100-days/ . HOPE has also published a
beautifully illustrated booklet called Silence to give away at Remembrance events.
Silence invites readers to look back with gratitude, and to reflect on eternal
themes of faith, hope and love. Find out more at: www.remembrance.co.uk.
August George Parliament
Prayer hundred country
Armistice day November
Thousands Peace Hope
Remembrance Silence
Gratitude Eternal Themes
Faith love look back
Solution on page 21

Remembrance 100: Silence – a gift book for Remembrance
A commemorative booklet called Silence has been produced for churches to give
away at Remembrance events this November. Silence includes many of the
familiar Remembrance epitaphs, poems and exhortations and aims to help all
those attending Remembrance services to engage with God in the two minutes
silence.
On Sunday, 11 November 2018, people around the Commonwealth will observe
Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day to mark the centenary of the end of
World War 1.
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Roy Crowne, HOPE’s executive director,
says: ‘As well as reflecting on loss, this
year also gives us the chance to look
forward as we mark the end of World War
1 and pray for peace. We have set up
Remembrance 100 in partnership with
others, to help churches bring
communities together to mark this
significant point in our history.’
Many organisations are working together
to provide Remembrance 100 resources
for local churches and communities.
These include the Armed Forces Christian
Union, Bible Society, Christian Vision for
Men, Church of England, Churches
Together in England, Deo Gloria Trust, HOPE, Lifewords, the Methodist Church in
Britain, the Peace Alliance, the United Reformed Church, Scripture Union, Sports
Chaplaincy UK, and the World Prayer Centre. For more information visit
www.hopetogether.org.uk/remembrance or www.remembrance100.co.uk

Living the Questions
The Living the Questions discussion group continues in the St George’s Drysdale
Room but moves to a new time: Sunday afternoons from 4-5:30pm. The third
and final term starts 2 September and continues through 14 October. Our topics
are:
2 Sept
A Kingdom without Walls
9 Sept
Social Justice: Realising God’s Vision
16 Sept
Incarnation: Divinely Human
23 Sept
Prayer: Intimacy with God
30 Sept
Compassion: The Heart of Jesus’ Ministry
7 Oct
Creative Transformation
14 Oct
Embracing Mystery
All are welcome. You need not have attended other sessions, and may pick and
choose! To get the pre-reading, email Carla at cagroschmiller@yahoo.co.uk or
call 07427 838 370; alternatively speak with Joy Wight.
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Tea Time Talks
The Autumn/Winter series of Tea Time Talks commences with
‘Out of Africa – The Human Story of Evolution’
Presented by Jared Johnson
Thursday 20th September
AT THE NEW TIME OF 2.00pm in the Hall
The talk will be followed, as usual, by a cream tea with homemade scones and
jams. Entry is by donation of between £2 - £3 per person.
Please let Jared know (preferably in advance) if you are likely to attend, so that
the caterers can bake enough scones. Contact details are: 01670 514610 or email
jared-marg @hotmail.com.

St George’s Ladies Coffee Club
St George’s Ladies Coffee Club starts its new season on
18th September when
we have Freda Thompson speaking to us about
"Mr. Grainger's Market"
Then on 6th October – we will be participating in the
Autumn Fair - on the Baking Table and helping in kitchen.
All donations of produce will be most welcome.
On 16th October, our guest speaker will be
Jill Watkin with ‘Changing Lives’.
We meet in the Drysdale Room at 3.00pm and
new members will be made most welcome.
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Sudoku solution on page 21
23rd Sept -When the sun goes
edgewise – and daytime equals night
rd
23 September is the autumnal equinox
(if you live in the northern hemisphere)
or the vernal (Spring) equinox (if you
live in the southern hemisphere) The
equinoxes occur in March and
September, when the Sun is ‘edgewise’
to the Earth’s axis of rotation, so that
everywhere on earth has twelve hours
of daylight and twelve hours of
darkness.
The hot heckler
Tony Benn, who used a hearing aid,
recalled a meeting in a church hall
on a terribly hot day. ‘There was a
heckler who kept interrupting.
Eventually I tackled him and said: “If
you want a separate meeting of
your own, fine, go away and have it.
Stop trying to wreck ours.” When
he intervened a fourth time, I
caught what he was actually saying,
which was “Could somebody please
open a window?”’
Good husband
Military men should make ideal
husbands - they're in good health,
they can cook, sew, and make beds,
and they're already accustomed to
taking orders.
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Lunchtime Concerts
Autumn Series 2018
Wednesdays from 12.30 – 1.30pm
th

The new Autumn Series of Lunchtime Concerts commences on Wednesday 5
September at 12.30 pm with two local performers. Peter Waugh, Organist at
Trinity Church, Gosforth is making a return visit and Matthew Forster is a young
violinist who has just completed his schooling at KEVI and about to leave to study
Engineering at University. Peter always presents a wide variety of highly
entertaining music for the organ and Matthew will be playing some real virtuoso
pieces including Aaron Copland’s “Hoe Down” which was an outright winner at
this year’s Wansbeck Music Festival.
th

On Wednesday October 17 we have another return visit, this time by Alistair
Anderson, local, but internationally known performer on Concertina and
Northumbrian Pipes. A treat for all music lovers.
On Wednesday November 14th we will be entertained by some of the young
piano & clarinet pupils of David & Jennifer Murray. These two fine teachers
produce pupils of the highest quality and it is always a delight to hear them.
To end the series we have yet another return visit on Wednesday 5th December
by two of the finest NE singers, Graeme Danby and his wife Valerie Reid. Both are
regular performers for English National Opera at the Colliseum in London and on
the International stage.
Admission is still only £3 at the door or (from today until 5 th Sept.) you may
purchase in advance a ‘Season’ ticket for all 4 Concerts for only £10. Please
contact Gillian on 01670 515870 or purchase at the door on 5th Sept.
Doors are always open at Noon for these concerts and Tea and Coffee are then
available.
Heritage Day - Saturday 15th September
The Church will be open as part of Morpeth’s Heritage Weekend on Saturday
15th September from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm. The Elders invite volunteers to
provide assistance in manning the church. If you are able to assist for an hour or
two during that day please contact Teresa, our Church Secretary or sign up on the
list which will appear in the Vestibule in due course.
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th

Coffee Morning & Charity Card Sale – Saturday 20 October
Our Annual Coffee Morning with Sale of Christmas Cards by local and National
th
Charities is being held from 10,00 am to 12 Noon on Saturday 20 October in
the Church Hall. Home baked Fruit & Cheese Scones will be available with the
usual tea & coffee. Entry is free.
Concert by the Bewick Orchestra on Sunday 14th October at 7.30 pm
The Bewick Orchestra were so pleased by their welcome to St George’s last
Autumn that they are making a return visit. They will again be conducted by
Robin Forbes, Head of Music at KEVI, and will be joined by Iona Brown, Principal
First Violin in The Royal Northern Sinfonia for a performance of the ever popular
Violin Concerto by Mendelssohn. Iona has performed a number of times as a
soloist and in chamber music at our Lunchtime Concerts and is a very fine soloist.
The concert is being held in aid of local charity “Henry Dancer Days” and tickets
are £8 available from Gillian or Ken (01670 515870), from members of the
Orchestra or from the Tourist Information Office at the Chantry.
Buy or Borrow Book & Jigsaw Library
Again, our grateful thanks to all those who continue to bring paperback books
(only please) and jigsaws enabling us to refresh the shelves and update the library.
Please keep them coming as the Library is ever in need of up-to-date books.
More importantly keep borrowing or buying !!!
Family Photos
Family photos are always needed. You can always E-mail them to Ken at
kdirvine@sky.com who will print out copies to go on the Family Notice Board.
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‘Henry Dancer Days’ Charity – an Update
For those of you not familiar with “Henry Dancer Days” it is a Charity set up in
memory of our grandson, who died almost 8 years ago, when he was only 12
years old, from an aggressive bone cancer named osteosarcoma,
It is a fully registered Charity – set up by his Mother - whose aim is to support
young sufferers from bone cancers and their families.
Many of you will have seen in local and national press and TV of the wonderful
award given to the Charity by ‘Children in Need’ of £167.000 in the Spring. This
is the largest award given by ‘Children in Need’ in the North of England and we
were amazed to receive this amount. In the past HDD has twice received
amounts of £10,000 from ‘Children in Need’ and, although it was recommended
that we should apply for a ‘big’ amount, this far exceeded our expectations.
One of the reasons we were so successful was the fact that our Charity is so well
supported by the local community, its schools and organisations both in
Lanchester, where Jane, Henry’s Mum, now lives and here in Morpeth where we,
his grandparents, reside. Another of the reasons given was the fact that all
donations are used to support the young cancer sufferers and their families as
almost all our overheads are met by local firms and businesses who can support
our administration costs but are not able to donate funds directly to a charity.
Of course this huge award is accompanied by “strings”. In order to draw down
this full amount the Charity has to establish our highly successful storytelling
distraction therapy sessions within the next 3 years in 5 more hospitals which
have specialist children’s cancer care units . These hospitals are in Manchester,
Liverpool, Leeds, Sheffield & Birmingham. This is an immense task but one that
Jane is determined to see through and we have every confidence that she will be
successful.
The therapy sessions consist of a professional storyteller/actor interacting with
the children in hospital distracting them from the intrusive chemotherapy
treatments and the boredom of hospital life. It also gives their parents/carers a
break and the chance to grab a cup of coffee, take a shower or just to contact
friends and family for their own support.
In the two hospitals where it has already been established this distraction
therapy has proved to be enormously beneficial to children, their parents and
also the hospital staff. Indeed, when it was first introduced at the RVI Jane was
asked to double the storyteller’s time within a week or two of starting.
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The Charity still has to continue to raise funds for the storytelling sessions
already established in Newcastle RVI and University College Hospital in London,
for the Pottery Lady who also works with, and distracts, children in the Great
North Children’s Hospital at the RVI, and also for the grants which the Charity
gives to young cancer sufferers and their families at a very traumatic and
challenging time in their lives. So the work fund-raising locally must go on apace.
We would like to thank friends in St George’s for all their donations and
continuing support. You have been with us from the beginning and the ‘Children
in Need’ award would not have been possible without your help.
It has been a long hard road since we lost Henry and continues to be so but we
are so thankful that he is making a difference and his legacy lives on.
Gillian & Ken

Great North Run Sunday 9th September
2018
Ron and Shirley Forster are running in the Great North Run supporting
Christian Aid. It will be their third
run.
‘We may be getting older but
certainly not wiser. We shall be proud
to wear our Christian Aid vests and
invite you to sponsor us, and as we
run we will delight in the sun and
enjoy the cheers along the thirteen
and half miles from Newcastle to
South Shields. If you sponsor us we
promise to give you a run for your
money. Thank you”.
You can sponsor at www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ron-and-shirlforster or send to 49 Burnbridge, Newcastle upon Tyne NE13 6DZ
[ Folks at St Georges can pass on to David Calcraft the church treasurer ]
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Bigger in America
We all know about the American preference for bigger cars and houses. But
Americans even like their churches to be bigger. More than half of American
churchgoers attend one of the 1,600 mega churches (each with at least 2,000 in
attendance).
The five largest American churches are beyond imagining in a UK context:






Lakewood Church, Houston, Texas. Pastor: Joel Steen with 43,500 weekly.
North Point Community Church, Alphabet, Georgia. Pastor: Andy Stanley
with 30,700 weekly.
Life. Church, Edmond, Oklahoma. Pastor: Craig Groeschel with 30,000
weekly.
Gateway Church, Southlake, Texas. Pastor: Robert Morris with 28,000
weekly.
Willow Creek Community Church, South Barrington, Illinois. Pastors:
Steve Carter and Heather Larson with 25,750 weekly.

However, the pastors feel that while existing mega churches will continue the
trend now is for simpler, more traditional expressions of worship with smaller
congregations.
Source: Hartford Institute for Religion Research, quoted in Christianity, May 2018,
Page 36.
Deliver us...
I had been teaching my three-year-old daughter the Lord's Prayer. Then one
evening at bedtime she attempted it solo. I listened with pride as she carefully
enunciated each word, right up to the end of the prayer. ‘Lead us not into
temptation,’ she prayed, ‘but deliver us from e-mail. Amen.’
Some musings on daily life
I don't do drugs or alcohol, because I find I get the same effect just standing up
really fast.
Children seldom misquote you. In fact, they usually repeat word for word what
you shouldn't have said.
I married my wife for her looks...but not the ones she's been giving me lately!
The next time you feel like complaining .......remember: Your rubbish bin probably
has better food in it than 30 percent of the people in this world.
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Great Bavington URC
Services
The next services will be on:
Sunday 2 September, 6.30pm, led by Widdrington Worship Group
Sunday 16 September, 6.30pm, minister t.b.a
All of the events take place in the church or in the meeting room:
Film Night
Tuesday 11 September, 7.15pm for 7.30 start. Film t.b.a
History Night
Tuesday 18 September, 7.30pm
Art & Craft Night
Wednesday 26 September, 6.30pm
Bavington Parish Council
Enquiries about Parish Council matters: clairemillerparishclerk@hotmail.co.uk
St Oswald's Way
The church will be open most days from the end of March until the end of
October (British Summer Time). The church is on St Oswald's Way and welcomes
walkers.
Church Secretary:
Nicola Bell, Carr Cottage, Great Bavington NE19 2BN. Tel 01830 540350
carrcott@btinternet.com
Church Treasurer:
Hilary Wells, The Old Vicarage, Kirkwhelpington, Northumberland, NE19 2RT. Tel:
01830 540319.
Solutions:
ACROSS: 1, Labour. 4, Autumn. 7, Stay. 8, Darkness. 9, Reasoned. 13, Act. 16,
Presbyterians. 17, Sat. 19, Ridicule. 24, Reproach. 25, Abib. 26, Celtic. 27, Intend.
DOWN:1,Lose.2,Blamerest.3,Radio.4,Agree.5,Tend.6,Music. 10, Sober. 11, Noted.
12, Doric. 13, Available. 14, Test. 15, Apes. 18, As Eve. 20, Isaac. 21, Ishvi. 22, Fret.
23,
Ebed.
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Widdrington URC
PRAYING TOGETHER

During September, please pray for:
Victims of terrorism and natural disasters
The world's war zones
The work of Self-help Africa, Christian Aid, and other relief agencies
Medical and nursing practitioners
The emergency services
School children returning to school, especially those who are starting at a
new school, or going for the first time.
Students starting or continuing in further or higher education, especially
those who have had to go through clearing.
Those who are recently bereaved
Anyone you know who is ill or has recently suffered an accident
Your neighbours
"Prayer, the Churches banquet, Angels age,
God's breath in man, returning to his birth,
The soul in paradise, heart in pilgrimage,
The Christian plummet, sounding heav'n and earth" (George Herbert)
Seven days without prayer make one weak
WIDDRINGTON CHURCH NEWS
I’d like to invite everybody to contribute information that they think might be of
interest. Just give me the details in writing either on a piece of paper or by email
to elliemist@gmail.com and I’ll do the rest. (I’d still welcome articles though).
The Copy Date for each magazine is the Sunday prior to the 20 th of the month
before the next issue. If you miss the deadline your contribution may have to be
held over to the next issue. December/January and June/July are usually double
issues.
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Flowers: Arranged in September by Fiona and in October by Kathleen. Any
donations for flowers to the appropriate arranger, please. However, please
remember (advanced notice) that 14th October will be our Harvest Festival when
by tradition the whole congregation is responsible for the decorations. We'll tell
you about arrangements next month.
Easy Fund Raising (Easy?) Do you shop online? The chances are that your vendor
will be part of Easy Fund Raising. Amazon and John Lewis are, for instance. (Some
of our EF members only shop with retailers who are in the scheme!) This means
that if you register for Easy Fund Raising at easyfundraising.org.uk and select
Widdrington United Reformed Church as your Good Cause 1 or 2 % of the
purchase price of your item will come to us at no extra cost to yourself. Please talk
to Fiona about it soon.
We are having two social events in September. Liv has invited us to join her for
Afternoon Tea at Circa at 1.00pm on September 7th to celebrate her birthday, and
also George's. Please let Liv know if you can go.
Our good friend Liane Todd is bringing the choir of Bedlington Trinity Church to
give us a concert on Friday 21st. There will be donations and a pooled supper (
and perhaps a raffle?) This will be in the Hall at 7.00pm
Recent fund raising: No new information this month as the magazine went to
print before the coffee morning. There will be a report on that next month. The
result of the Macmillan Coffee Morning (see below) will also be available then.
Vacancy
We are still awaiting news of any interest in our profile.
Church Meeting: We are trying a new way of having Church Meetings. On
Sunday 7th October we will have a shorter service, which we will try to finish by
11.30. Then those who want one can grab a coffee and we shall hold a meeting
which we will try to finish no later than 1.00pm. We will publish a list of topics for
discussion on the October magazine which should be available the week before.
Regular events:
1st Tuesday: Coffee Club meets at a variety of coffee shops in the area at
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10.30am. All friends are welcome. Venue for September to be decided.
st
1 Wednesday: The Prayer group usually meets at 7.00pm. All are welcome to
join us. If you would like us to pray about any situation, please let us know. We
usually meet at Cook's Hemmel.
Holy Grounds will continue to meet fortnightly from Monday September 3rd
between 10.30 and 12 noon. There is free play for toddlers and inexpensive
refreshments for their carers, as well as friendly conversation. Adults without
toddlers are also welcome!
Facebook: If you are on Facebook, have you checked out our Facebook page yet?
Search for Widdrington United Reformed Church. Please like us and let me know
if you think I’ve missed anything that should be on. If you take pictures at any
event please post them as a guest ( but remember to get permission of any
people on your photos and particularly from the parents of any children before
you post) The page now has over 80 likes!
Please note: Sean, our sheep, has his own Facebook page! Search for ‘Sean'. Sean
now has 14 page 'likes' but he wants some more, so please tell your friends about
him!
The website is at: www.widdringtonurc.org.uk
I'd appreciate some help to improve it, as it's very wordy at the moment, partly
because I'm happiest with words. I'm still looking for volunteers to be additional
site editors. Someone with hardware the can post pictures would be good!
Churches Together in Widdrington and Ulgham
The next churches together meeting will be on September 11th, venue to be
confirmed. I will be able to publish the programme in the October magazine.
Other ecumenical events: I haven't mentioned the joint Bible Study for some time.
We have just started a series on the minor prophets. We meet on the second
Thursday of each month Next month we will be studying Jonah. This meeting will
be at Cook's Hemmel. New members are always welcome.
Don't forget the Macmillan Coffee Morning which we host jointly with our
Methodist friends. This will be on Friday 28th September, from 10.00am - 12 noon.
Please support this. If you can help that would be even better: please speak to
Diana, Kathleen or Fiona.
FEM
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Widdrington Calendar
September
Sunday 2nd
10.45am Worship Team
Monday 3rd
10.30-12.00 Holy Grounds
Tuesday 4th
10.30am Coffee Club: venue to be arranged
Wednesday 5th 7.00 pm Prayer Group: Cook's Hemmel
Friday 7th
1.00pm Afternoon Tea at Circa to celebrate Liv's and George's
birthdays
Sunday 9th
10.45am. Rev'd Dorothy Hewitson
Tuesday 11th
7.30pm. Churches Together meeting (venue to be confirmed)
Thursday 13th 7.00pm Ecumenical Bible Study at Cook's Hemmel : Jonah
Sunday 16th. 10.45am Rev. Carla Grosch -Miller: Anniversary service
Monday 17th 10.30- 12.00 Holy Grounds
Friday 21st
7.00pm Concert by Bedlington Trinity Choir led by Liane Todd.
(Donations and pooled supper)
Sunday 23rd
10.45am Rev'd Suzanne Hamnett
Friday 28th
10.00 am - 12noon Macmillan Coffee Morning, Community Centre
hosted jointly with Widdrington Methodists.
Sunday 30th
10.45am Lillian Dixon (to be confirmed)
October
Monday 1st.
10.30-12.00 Holy Grounds
Tuesday 2nd.
10.30am Coffee Club
Wednesday 3rd 7.00 pm Prayer Group: Cook's Hemmel
Sunday 7th
10.45am Worship Team
11.30am(approx) Church Meeting

ROTAS
Date.
Vestry.
02-09-18 Tom Whinham.
09-09-18 Fiona Middlemist.
16-09-18 Kathleen Bailey.
23-09-18 Diana Hogg
30-09-18 Tom Whinham
07-10-18 Kathleen Bailey.
September 2018

Door and Offering
Ena Whinham, Audrey Grieves
Diana Hogg, Margaret Scott
Liv and Hannah Walden
Kathleen Bailey, Judith Hart
Ena Whinham, Audrey Grieves
Fiona Middlemist, Ruth Gordon

